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December 
Highlights

A Voice for Us All
Anat Hoffman speaks out on behalf 
of all Jews and Israeli citizens to have 
equal rights in Israel. She brings her 
unique voice to B’nai Israel this month. 
Details on Page 2, and Rabbi Prosnit 
offers his insights on Page 3.

Give the Gift of Light. 
There is still time to brighten up 
someone’s Chanukah – and your own 
– by participating in B’nai Israel’s 
annual Gift of Light campaign to 
provide Chanukah candles to your 
fellow congregants. See the details on 
Page 4.

A Gift to Our Community
Help better the lives of those in our 
greater community by helping out 
on one of our Mitzvah morning (and 
afternoon this month) projects, as some 
fellow congregants did recently at an 
area food bank with Rabbi Schultz 
(above). Get the latest details on Page 
16.
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The Festival of Lights is near! Chanukah 
occurs December 12-20 this year, and 
there is a holiday festival of activities for 
you at B’nai Israel. 

Join us on Friday, December 15, for B’nai 
Israel’s annual Chanukah celebration. A 
special Shabbat service, starting with an 
Oneg at 5:30 p.m., will feature the Junior 
Choir performing all of your favorite 
Chanukah songs. 

That will be followed by a catered dinner, 
with fun and games for the kids. Dinner 
costs $15 for adults and $8 for children 
12 and under. Please RSVP to Chris in 
the Temple office at chris@cbibpt.org or 
(203) 336-1858.

For more information, contact Annie 
Ringelheim at annieringelheim@gmail.
com.

You also can make a child’s holiday 
happier by donating to Bonim’s toy 
drive. The drive benefits Al’s Angels, 
which collects toys for more than 10,000 

children and families battling cancer, rare 
blood diseases and/or severe financial 
hardship. Collection boxes are located 
in the Religious School lobby and the 
Temple coatroom. See Page 6 for details.

You also can help wrap those gifts as part 
of the latest Mitzvah Morning on Sunday, 
December 17 (see Page 16). 

Also, make sure to join our Bonim 
preschoolers for a special service – 
Bonim’s annual Chanukah Music Festival 
and Dinner on Tuesday, December 12. 
You can get those details on Page 6. 

A Festival of Fun and Giving

Hot Chanukah, Cool Jazz
Heat up your Chanukah this year with 
more than candles. Join us for the Hot 
Chanukah/Cool Jazz concert, a new riff 
on the holiday, on Sunday, December 17, 
at 7:00 p.m.

The concert will feature a world-class 
band headed by the “Jazz Rabbi,” tenor 
saxophonist Rabbi Greg Wall, and Jamie 
Baum on flute. They will be joined by 
Brian Marsella on piano, Jay Anderson 
on bass and Adam Nussbaum on drums.

The evening includes a very special 
guest, Andres Forero, the drummer for the 

Broadway show, “Hamilton,” who will 
make a short presentation and conduct an 
auction that among other things includes 
two tickets to the mega-hit show.

The concert will benefit Congregation 
B’nai Israel and the Irving Moorin 
Scholarship Fund. The Irving Moorin 
Fund, established in 1971, grants an 
annual award to a high school student 
in the Greater Bridgeport area who but 
for the award might not be able to attend 
college.

Continued on Page 4
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Get Medicare Assistance
Medicare open enrollment closes on 
December 7. The open enrollment 
permits you to change your plan and 
possibly save a significant amount 
of money.  

Jerry Demner is a Choices Volunteer 
Counselor who provides free 
Medicare advice to seniors and their 
caregivers. He has been affiliated 
with the Southwest Connecticut 
Agency for the Aging since 2012. 
He is certified by Connecticut and 
SHIP (State Health Insurance Plans) 
as an unpaid volunteer to do this 
work.

Contact Jerry with any questions at 
medicarehelper@optimum.net. It 
takes between 45 minutes to a little 
over an hour to help each person. He 
will be happy to arrange a mutually 
convenient appointment. Since he 
is a volunteer, there is no charge for 
this service.

Food for the Soul
We need your help! Before each 
Shabbat service, the temple 
provides a small Oneg in the lobby. 
These small (nut-free) snacks and 
drinks are a great icebreaker as you 
meet fellow congregants, a perfect 

quick bit if you’re ravenous after a 
long day, and a helpful distraction 
for toddlers and younger children. 

However, they do not appear by 
magic. If you are interested in 
volunteering to bring in treats on 
a Friday, please contact Naomi 
Schaffer at naomilev@optonline.
net. You will be reimbursed for any 
items purchased for the Oneg. You 
can drop them off at any time that’s 
convenient for you. 

Really Interesting Jews
Rabbi Evan Schultz hosts a regular 
podcast conversation with some 
really interesting Jews. He created 
this podcast to connect American 
Jews with the ideas, conversations, 
and projects that are changing 
the face of the American Jewish 
community. These are people that 
matter and that Rabbi Schultz hopes 
their stories will spark conversations 
in your homes, communities and 
synagogues. 

Go to http://reallyinterestingjews.
com/ or www.facebook.com/
reallyinterestingjews to sign up 
to receive notifications of new 
episodes.

What’s happening at the Temple? Get Hashavua, our weekly email. Send your request to Lynn at lynn@cbibpt.org. 

Bulletin BoardSharing Our Joy
Andrea and Dennis Feinberg, in 
celebration of the birth of granddaughter, 
Jordyn, daughter of Stephanie and Adam.
Stanton and Cristie Krauss, in honor of 
the engagement of son, H. David Krauss, 
and Jessie Friedrich.

Welcome New Members
A warm welcome to our newest members. 
We look forward to their participation 
in our many programs and hope their 
affiliation will not only enrich their lives, 
but that of our congregation.

Stephen & Kathryn Kaplan
Cranbury Drive, Trumbull

Sincere Sympathy
We extend our sympathy to the bereaved 
families of:

Estelle J. Sage, mother of Jessica 
Rosenblatt
Grace Moritz, mother of Susan Roth
Steven Slive, cousin of Dale Demner
Celia Strow, mother of Lisa Mallon
Sandy Small, husband of Roberta Small

Activist to Discuss Equality in Israel
Renowned Israeli activist Anat 
Hoffman joins us on Monday, 
December 4 at 7:30 p.m. for a special 
presentation, “Between the Stones 
and the Hard Place: Moving Pluralism 
to the Top of the Israeli Agenda.” 
Hoffman is executive director of the 
Israel Religious Action Center (IRAC), 
and the director and founding member 
of Neshot HaKotel, also known as 
Women of the Wall.

In 2013, the Israeli newspaper Ha’aretz 
named Hoffman their “Person of the 

Year,” and The Jerusalem Post listed 
her fifth on its list of 50 Most Influential 
Jews for forcefully and successfully 
bringing the issue of women’s rights 
at the Kotel to the “forefront of the 
consciousness of world Jewry.” 

Hoffman will appear at B’nai Israel 
with the support of an anonymous gift 
and co-sponsored by Temple Israel 
of Westport and the Federation for 
Jewish Philanthropy of Upper Fairfield 
County.

Anat Hoffman



3Donation Item of the Month: Canned fruit, including low sugar, for the Salem Lutheran Church Food Pantry.

She’s No. 8 on the Jerusalem Post’s list of 
most influential Jews of 2017, and we’ll 
welcome her to B’nai Israel on Monday 
evening, December 4. (In 2013 she was 
Israeli newspaper Haaretz’ “Person of 
the Year.”
Anat Hoffman, the director of the Israel 
Religious Action Center (IRAC), is an 
old-school activist who never shies away 
from reminding Israeli society of the need 
to uphold Jewish values envisioned in 
the Israeli Declaration of Independence 
that guarantee “freedom, justice and 
peace as envisaged by the prophets of 
Israel” and ensuring “complete equality 
of social and political rights to all its 
inhabitants irrespective of religion, race 
or sex.”  Once you’ve heard her speak, 
you know that few can channel that 
prophetic voice better than she. And like 
the prophets of old, her power comes 
from her passionate voice. Hoffman, 
writes, “I am as powerless as Jeremiah, 
Isaiah, Haggai, Amos and Hosea. They 
were all powerless politically; Jeremiah 
was locked up in jail. So why are they in 
the Bible? Because they were right.” 
She is perhaps best known for being 
a founding member of the group 
that started Women of the Wall, the 
international organization of women 
working to secure the right to pray at 
the Western Wall while wearing prayer 
shawls and singing and reading from the 
Torah collectively. She has been arrested 
multiple times for wearing her tallit at the 
Kotel and for “smuggling” a Torah scroll 
into the women’s gallery. 
But her activism goes beyond dealing 
with prayer rights at the Western Wall 
and includes issues of Jewish conversion, 
marriage and divorce, as well as others 
relating to religious life in the Jewish 
state. She reminds us, “It says some 36 
times in the Bible, ‘Do not oppress the 
stranger, because you were a stranger in 
the Land of Egypt.’ It’s saying to do right 
by the minority. That’s how a community 

is measured, by how we deal with the 
other, with the orphan and the widow. 
This is our great gift to the world. What 
are Jewish values? Chauvinism, racism, 
ethno-centrism? Or pluralism, tolerance 
and equality?” 

And in a 2015 interview in the 
Connecticut Jewish Ledger, she had a 
powerful charge to the American Jewish 
community:
I think something is very lost when 
arguing over Israel and I think American 

Jews are very disturbed by that; it splits 
families. If you want to bring indigestion 
to your dinner, just bring Israel as a topic 
on Friday night. Don’t talk about Israel 
because this is going to cause Cousin 
Naomi to walk away in a huff from the 
table because she is AIPAC and she can’t 
hear Cousin George talk about J Street. 
Instead of Israel becoming an excellent 
place for us to work out what these 
values are and to fight for them, you’re 
silent about Israel. I think this silence is 
the most disturbing thing I see among 
diaspora Jews because this silence breeds 
apathy, disinterest, disengagement. 
No matter where one fits on the spectrum 
of Israeli politics, Anat Hoffman’s 
presence in our community provides a 
unique opportunity to engage with one 
of the most significant Reform Jewish 
leaders of our day.
We are appreciative of both Temple 
Israel and the Federation for Jewish 
Philanthropy of Upper Fairfield 
County for their co-sponsorship of 
Ms. Hoffman’s talk, as well as a very 
generous anonymous donation from two 
of our congregants. Please join us on 
December 4 at 7:30 p.m.

From the Rabbi’s Desk/Rabbi James Prosnit

Anat Hoffman, Activist and Visionary  

Anat Hoffman (center), who will speak at B’nai Israel on December 4, crusades for equal rights in Israel. She 
has been arrested multiple times for wearing her tallit at the Kotel and for “smuggling” a Torah scroll into 

the women’s gallery. 

“Instead of Israel 
becoming an excellent 

place for us to work out 
what these values are and 
to fight for them, you’re 

silent about Israel. I think 
this silence is the most 
disturbing thing I see 

among diaspora Jews.”
Anat Hoffman
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Pillar of Congregation
Aline and Roy Friedman
Richard and Joanne Krantz
Elizabeth and Mark Nigrosh
Jane and Jerry Pressman
James Prosnit and Wendy Bloch
Patti and Samuel Rosenberg

Benefactor of Congregation
Robert H. Ford
Marcia Cohen and Mark Hotchkiss
Molli and Stephen Hourihan
Anne and Mark Kirsch
Steven and Susan Klein
Andy and Carol Lubin
Fran and Rob Morris

President’s Circle
Marty and Alayne Burger

Jon Davis and Evelyn Rubak
Paula and Robert Herzlinger
Linda and Gene Koski
Shari and Scott Pearlman

High Holy Day Appeal Contribution
Andrea Goodman and Jeff Ackerman
Myra Adler
Claire L. Baker
Barbara Berkowitz
Karen and Alan Blau
Rebecca and Nick Blondin
Laura and Bruce Braverman
Miriam and Bob Caston
Lori and Brad Chervin
Robert and Judith Chessin
Jennifer and Jonathan Dizney
Gail and Gary Felberbaum
Noel and Danielle Forma

Joel and Iris Goldfield
Vladimir and Klara Goldshteyn
Seth and Amy Gordon
Sylvia and John Hodin
Janice and Bernie Jacobs
Alice and George Kelly
Sally Kenler
Geoffrey and Melanie Kooris
Aleksey and Raisa Ledvich
Ilse Levi
Ralph and Wendy Michel
Ken and Nina Rabine
Jeffrey and Linda Silverberg
William and Lorraine Smith
Eric Stein and Dyann Ross
Jonathan and Lauren Tropp
Marshall and Myra Watnick
Marilyn and Norman Weinstein 
Sharon and Frederic West

High Holy Day Appeal

Gift of Light
There is still time to share the warmth 
of Chanukah this year with your fellow 
congregants by taking part in this year’s 
Gift of Light fundraiser. It will be a gift for 
yourself, the Temple and our community.

Place your order by Sunday, December 3 
to to send beautifully packaged Chanukah 
candles to your family and friends at 
B’nai Israel. Each recipient will receive 
a single box of candles with personalized 
messages from every sender. 

The online system makes placing an order 
fun and easy. Just click on the personalized 
link you received via email. If you need 
the link again, please contact Marcia 
Cohen at mcohen@cbibpt.org or call the 
Temple office at (203) 336-1858. 

You also can join our team to help deliver 
the candles on Sunday, December 10. 
Again, contact Marcia or the Temple 
office for more details.

JAZZ     ...........................................    From Page 1
Ticket packages cost $36, $72, $180 or 
$360 (with preferred seating). The ISM 
Fund is a 501 C organization so the price 
of the tickets is tax deductible.  

For more information or to purchase 
tickets, contact Lynn in the Temple office 
at (203) 336-1858 or lynn@cbibpt.org. 

Rabbi Wall leads Beit Chaverim 
Synagogue of Westport/Norwalk. 
According to his website, as a 
saxophonist, he “has performed and 
recorded with Hasidic New Wave, Greg 
Wall Trio, The Wall/London Band, 
Neshama Carlebach, the Hi-Tops, Greg 
Wall’s Unity Orchestra, and has made 
many session appearances for record 
dates and film scores. He was the 
musical voice of James Earl Jones in the 
recent feature film ‘On the QT.’

“Writing in Jazz Forum magazine Robert 
Buczek said, ‘Wall plays incredibly; his 
improvisations are well constructed and 

convincing.’ The Cleveland Plain Dealer 
adds, ‘He plays with a consistent power 
and imagination.’ His compositions for 
dance, jazz orchestra and electronica 
have been widely performed and 
recorded. His critically acclaimed 
release, ‘From the Belly of Abraham,’ 
with Hasidic New Wave and Senegalese 
master drummers Yakar Rhythms, was 
named one of the ten best CDs of 2002 
by Jazz Times magazine.”
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From the Rabbi’s Study/Rabbi Evan Schultz

By Spirit Alone

Not by might
not by power, 
but by spirit alone, shall we all live in 
peace!

I think about these words written by the 
late Debbie Friedman as we approach the 
festival of Chanukah this year. What is 
it exactly that we celebrate throughout 
these eight days of the Hebrew month 
of Kislev? Louis D. Brandeis wrote 
a poignant piece that he delivered in 
Boston in 1912 that I think holds great 
relevance for us today.

“Hanukkah, the Feast of the 
Maccabees, celebrates a victory 
– not a military victory only, 
but a victory of the spirit over 
things material … the struggle 
of the Maccabees is of eternal 
worldwide interest. It is a 
struggle of the Jews of today as 
well as of those of two thousand 
years ago. … The Maccabees’ 
victory proved that the Jewish 
people – then already an old 
people – possess the secret 
of eternal youth: the ability 
to rejuvenate itself through 
courage, hope, enthusiasm, 
devotion, and self-sacrifice of 
the people.”

One thing I hear often from congregants 
and friends these days is how the world 
can at times feel so bleak, there are so 

many challenges and issues, and so many 
feel the weight of it bearing down on 
them. Many of us scroll through Facebook 
or Twitter, or spend hours watching cable 
news, the issues of the day affecting our 
moods, our motivation, and our energy. 
The feelings are certainly real.

As Brandeis prompts us, let us on 
Chanukah remind ourselves what this 
festival is truly about: The spirit of our 
people! As we bring more light into the 
world on each night of Chanukah, we 
are prompted to not only recall the great 
miracle of the oil and the military victory 
over the Assyrian Greeks, but too the 
great spirit that lifted the Maccabees to 
victory over not only an enemy army, but 
the assimilation of many Jews into Greek 
culture and those who had given up, 
convinced that the only course of action 
was to submit to the seemingly greater 
power. 

May the light that we bring into the 

world each night rejuvenate us, give us 
the energy to let our spirit fully permeate 
the world around us. May the light ignite 
something deep within us, a connection 
to the Maccabees that is not about 
military victory of vials of oil, but rather 
a profound ruach, or spirit, that enables 
us to not only be a light to the world, 
but to see all of the light that does truly 
exist in the world around us. By spirit 
alone shall we all live in peace – happy 
Chanukah!

The spirit of Chanukah can ignite warmth and hope for all generations, as Rabbi Schultz (left) and  
B’nai Israel congregants found during last year’s holiday.

“May the light that we 
bring into the world 

each night of Chanukah 
rejuvenate us, give us the 

energy to let our spirit 
fully permeate the world 

around us.”

“Let us on Chanukah 
remind ourselves what 

this festival is truly about: 
The spirit of our people!”
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EDITOR’S NOTE: Gail Weinstein 
was honored for her many years of 
service during Bonim Preschool’s 30th 
anniversary service in early October.
Dear Cantor, Rabbis, Colleagues, 
Presidents, and Preschool Families,

Being honored by all of you made for a 
very special night. I was overwhelmed 
with pride after hearing your kind, 
thoughtful words.
I loved reconnecting with families that I 
had not seen in years. The fact that many 
of the activities and community service 
events that I initiated 25 years ago 
are still enjoyed by students and their 

families is incredibly gratifying. May 
the school continue to be a gateway to 
this wonderful synagogue.
Please earmark this donation from me 
to help build a new playground, which I 
know will be put to great use. Thank you 
again for a wonderful evening.
Fondly, 
Gail Weinstein

Bonim is abuzz with Chanukah activities 
this month. Get involved and help 
make this a special time of year for the 
youngest members of our congregation 
and our community.

Annual Toy Drive
Bonim’s annual toy drive will take 
place December 1-15. Once again, we 
will be collecting new, unopened toys 
for children ages 10 and under for Al’s 
Angels. Your donation could be the only 
toy many of these children receive this 
holiday.

Developed by local community member 
Al DiGuido, Al’s Angels collects toys for 
more than 10,000 children and families 
battling cancer, rare blood diseases and/
or severe financial hardship. 

Beginning December 1, there will be 
collection boxes in the religious school 
lobby as well as the Temple coat closet. 
Donated toys should be:
•	 New and unopened
•	 Appropriate for ages 10 and under
•	 Non-violent in nature (no guns, 

swords, etc.)

Additionally, we will host a Mitzvah 
Morning on Sunday, December 17, 
from 9:30 a.m. to Noon to gift-wrap the 
presents (see Page 16 for more details).

Thank you all so much for all you do! If 
you have any questions or would like 
to sign up to participate, contact Nicole 

Bush at nfbush@optonline.net.

Chanukah Music Festival
Join us on Tuesday, December 12, for 
Bonim’s Chanukah Music Festival and 
Dinner, a night filled with song and 
celebration. Bonim preschool children 
will join Cantor Blum to perform many 
Chanukah favorites in the sanctuary at 

5:30 p.m. 

The service will be followed by a dinner 
of pasta, latkes and jelly donuts. There is 
no cost for the dinner, but please RSVP 
to Alexa Cohen at acohen@cbibpt.org if 
you wish to stay for the meal.

We want you in the Bulletin! Send your news to editor Scott Smith at ssmith@cbibpt.org. 

Bonim Buzz/Alexa Cohen, Early Childhood Director

Bustling with Song & Giving 

Grateful to  
Be Honored

How can we raise 
children who are 
more spiritual? 
Join us for a 
discussion with 
author Lisa Miller 
on Wednesday, 
December 6, at 
7:30 pm. At the 
Weinberg Jewish 

Senior Services Campus at 4200 Park 
Avenue in Bridgeport.

Dr. Miller is a Weston resident and the 
author of “The Spiritual Child: The 
New Science for Parenting for Health 
and Lifelong Thriving.” She will lead 
a compelling community discussion 
on how to encourage and nurture the 
spiritual nature of your child. 

Learn how spirituality plays a role 
in a child’s resilience, physical and 
mental health and hear the compelling 
research that children who grow up 
in homes where spirituality is part 

of the atmosphere at are less likely 
to succumb to depression, substance 
abuse, aggression and high-risk 
behaviors.  

The evening, co-sponsored by 
JEEN and the Federation for Jewish 
Philanthropy of Upper Fairfield 
County, costs $18 per person (or $25, 
including a copy of Dr. Miller’s book.)

For more information or to RSVP, 
contact B’nai Israel Early Childhood 
Director Alexa Cohen at acohen@
cbibpt.org or (203) 335-5058.

JEEN – the Jewish Early Educators 
Network – represents the preschool 
directors from Beth El Fairfield, Beth 
El Norwalk, B’nai Israel, B’nai Torah, 
Chabad of Fairfield, Temple Israel and 
The Conservative Synagogue, and is 
supported in part by the Federation for 
Jewish Philanthropy of Upper Fairfield 
County.

Raising Spiritual Children
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From the Education Center/Ira J. Wise

Religious School, FTW*.

Rabbi Prosnit has been heard to say that 
educators have the toughest job in the 
synagogue. I am not sure I agree. His 
logic is that rabbis and cantors are able 
to get immediate feedback. Whether they 
are leading a service, counseling someone 
with a concern, visiting the sick, leading a 
shiva minyan or officiating at a wedding, 
Bar or Bat Mitzvah, people show their 
appreciation right away. There is less 
of that for the Temple Educator. On that 
level, I agree that our roles are different. 

As a Temple Educator, I have to take 
the long view most of the time. I usually 
have to wait until our students are in 
their 20s or even 30s to know how we 
did. The real results of my work and that 
of our teachers are not measured in days 
of attendance or even in content learned 
on a given Sunday morning or weekday 
afternoon or evening.

When I see one of our graduates create 
a Jewish home with their beloved, I 
know we succeeded. When I look at 
our faculty and see four adults (Allison 
Burger, Sarah Tropp, Michael Flatto and 
Marisa Underberger) who had been our 
students and now are teaching at B’nai 
Israel, I know we succeeded. When I see 
our graduates becoming rabbis, cantors, 
Jewish educators (Nicole Wilson, Dara 
and Eli Rosenblatt – I cannot take credit 
for Todd Markley or Kearith Solomon) 
or getting involved in Israel or politics 

in part as a result of their Confirmation 
experience (Rachel Kelly, Jenna Gross, 
Emily Mallon, Steve Krubiner – this is a 
longer list than I can put here), I know we 
did something right with them.

Recently, we got a current report card. 
And I could not be prouder. Last spring, 
one of our teachers (and board members), 
Susan Walden, suggested we bring the 
Anti-Defamation League to do a program 

on reducing prejudice for our Kitah Chet 
students (eighth-graders). She had begun 
working with them and was very excited 
about the work they were doing. We did, 
and the program was wonderful. After 
evaluating the program, we decided to 
add programs to our Kitah Daled and 

Kitah Vav (4th and 6th) curricula. We asked 
the ADL to create a new program for us, 
since they did not yet have two more. I 
note this happened well before anyone lit 
a tiki torch to march in Virginia.

I was approached a few weeks ago by 
a fourth-grader and her mother in the 
parking lot after classes. They shared 
that in the week following the ADL 
program they had attended there had 
been an incident at school. A classmate 
was eating matzah ball soup. This led to 
a discussion in which our student took 
pride in claiming it as a Jewish dish 
and explaining its place in the life of 
our people (I may be embellishing a bit 
there!). 

Another student chimed in with surprise 
that she was Jewish and said something 
hurtful about it. She told me that she 
turned to her persecutor and calmly but 
firmly shut him down. And then she went 
to the principal. Her mother told me that 
a great deal of education ensued and the 
child’s parents were brought in. There 
was surprise and apologies on their part. 
And our student’s mom thanked us for 
helping her daughter have the knowledge 
and confidence to stand up to a bully.
L’shalom,
Ira J. Wise, D.J.R.E. 
Director of Education
*For The Win

BIFTY, B’nai Israel’s teen group, 
meets on Thursdays, 7:15-8:45 p.m. in 
the BIFTY Lounge on the second floor 
of the Religious School wing. Join us 
on December 14 and 21 to celebrate 
the holidays and meet new friends. 

•	 Follow us on Facebook at “BIFTY 
2017-2018”

•	 Follow us on Instagram at “cbi.
bifty” 

 
BIFTY would like to thank Sisterhood 
of B’nai Israel for purchasing our new 
couch. We are already loving it and 
know it will be used for many, many 
years. We appreciate your generosity! 

“As a Temple Educator, 
I have to take the long 
view most of the time. I 

usually have to wait until 
our students are in their 
20s or even 30s to know 
how we did. … Recently, 
we got a current report 
card. And I could not be 

prouder.”

B’nai Israel teens chill out in the BIFTY Lounge recently. 
Any B’nai Israel high school student is welcome to join 

them for a fun escape on Thursday evenings.

Celebrate
With BIFTY
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Between the Stones and the Hard 
Place: 
Moving Pluralism to the Top of the 
Israeli Agenda 
Monday, December 4, at 7:30 p.m
Join us as we welcome Anat Hoffman, 
Israeli activist and passionate voice for 
Religious Pluralism and Human Rights 
in Israel, for this thought-provoking 
discussion. She serves as executive 
director of the Israel Religious Action 
Center (IRAC), as well as the director 
and founding member of Neshot 
HaKotel, also known as Women of the 
Wall. In 2013, the Israeli newspaper 
Ha’aretz named her “Person of the Year” 
and The Jerusalem Post listed her fifth 
on its list of 50 Most Influential Jews for 
forcefully and successfully bringing the 
issue of women’s rights at the Kotel to 
the “forefront of the consciousness of 
world Jewry.”

We host this special program with the 
support of an anonymous gift and the 
co-sponsorship of Temple Israel of 
Westport and the Federation of Jewish 
Philanthropy of Upper Fairfield County. 
(To learn more, see the articles on Pages 
2 and 3.)

Why Do Jews Answer Questions with 
Another Question? 
Lifelong Learning: Friday December 

8 at Noon
Contemporary Jews 
descend from a long 
line of questioners. 
Join Rabbinic Intern 
Stephanie Crawley 
for this course 
exploring the Jewish 

inclination towards questioning. We 
will look at some of the most important 
questions in Jewish text and tradition, the 
role of the question as a tool for learning 
or subversion, and dive into some 
questions of our own. 

Hot Chanukah Lights, Cool Jazz 
Sunday, December 17 at 7:00 p.m.
Heat up your Chanukah with more than 
candles. Join us for a special evening 
of jazz, featuring world-class musicians 
including Rabbi Greg Wall on saxophone 

and Jamie Baum on flute. Proceeds 
will be benefit B’nai Israel and the 
Irving Moorin Scholarship Fund, which 
raises college scholarship money for 
disadvantaged high school students in 
the Greater Bridgeport Area. The evening 
also will feature an auction. For ticket 
prices and more details, see the article on 
Page 4. 
 

A Shabbat to Save the World
Joachim Prinz: I Will Not Be Silent
Friday, January 12 

5:30 p.m. Oneg Shabbat 

6:00 p.m.  Kabbalat Shabbat 
Services

7:15 p.m.  Dinner (RSVP,  
see below)

8:15 p.m. Film and Conversation
Join us the Friday of Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Day Weekend for Shabbat 
services, dinner and a film. In Berlin in 
the 1930s, Joachim Prinz set out to restore 
the self-esteem of the German Jews. 
Knowing the Nazis were monitoring 
his every word and despite repeated 
arrests, Prinz continued to preach about 
the value of Judaism. He saved many 
lives by encouraging Jews to emigrate 

Adult Jewish Learning at Congregation B’nai Israel

Anat Hoffman 
Please join us as we welcome: 

Monday, December 4 
7:30 pm 

Congregation B’nai Israel 
2710 Park Avenue, Bridgeport 

 

Between the Stones  
 and the Hard Place:  
Moving Pluralism to the  
 Top of the Israeli Agenda 
 
 
 

Anat Hoffman is the executive director of 

the Israel Religious Action Center, the legal and  
advocacy arm of the Reform Movement in Israel. She 
has dedicated her adult life to the Jewish principle of 
tikkun olam, which literally means repairing the world.  

This program is co-sponsored by : 

Continued on Page 15
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Rabbi Prosnit Discretionary Fund
The Broder Family, in honor of Jessica’s 
Bat Mitzvah; in appreciation of Rabbi 
Prosnit.
Julie and David Chivo & Family, in 
honor of Claire and Allan Shumofsky, on 
their upcoming 75th birthdays.
Joanne Derwallis, in memory of Derek 
Solomon, husband of Barbara Solomon.
Randy Dorfman, in honor of Dan and 
Terri Green, on the marriage of son, 
Zach, to Michelle Abrams.
Alan and Betty Feldman, in memory of 
Esther Manashowitz, mother of Sheryl 
Santiago.
Bob Ford, a donation.
The Giglietti Family, in appreciation.
Alfred Goldreyer, a donation.
Maxine, Stewart and Jena Gross, 
in memory of mom/grandma, Jean 
Schafrank.
Judy Moorin Hoffman, in appreciation 
of Eric Gross.
Jan and Bernie Jacobs, in memory 
of Anne Nowitz, mother of Barbara 
Liberman.
Andrea, Danielle and Nancy Kern, a 
donation.
Aleksey and Raisa Ledvich, in memory 
of grandmother, Sara Goldenfarb; in 
memory of grandfather, Eli Goldshteyn.
Barbara Liberman and Gary Nowitz, 
in memory of mother, Anne Nowitz, and 
in appreciation of Rabbi Prosnit.
Walda Sue and Jerry Mantell, in 
appreciation of Yom Kippur services.
Marshall Simon, with thanks to Rabbi 
Prosnit.
Debbie, Dan, Matthew and Jaime 
Viens, Mazel Tov to Rabbi Prosnit and 
Wendy on the engagement of son, Jake, 
to Jenna Weinberg.
The Weinberger and Horn Families, in 
memory of Milton Horn.
Suzanne and Artie Weissman, in 
celebration of Surri’s and Lee’s wedding.
Sheila and Burton Yaffie & Family, in 
loving memory of father, grandfather and 

great-grandfather, Bernard H. Seigel.
Fredric Zinn, in memory of Hank 
Silverman.

Rabbi Schultz Discretionary Fund
Carson and Robert Berkowitz, in 
memory of Toba Buxbaum, mother of 
Ruth Gross.
The Broder Family, in honor of Jessica’s 
Bat Mitzvah; in appreciation of Rabbi 
Schultz.
Luise Mann Burger, in appreciation.
Bob Ford, a donation.
Lisa and Sandy Glatt, in honor of new 
grandson, Benjamin Caleb Rubin’s Bris.
Jeff and Jackie Madwed, in memory 
of Bernard Glucksman, father of David 
Glucksman.
The Yurdin Family, Happy Belated 
Birthday to Rabbi Schultz. 

Music Fund
Carson and Robert Berkowitz & 
Family, in memory of Helen Appleton, 
mother of Liz Nigrosh, grandmother of 
Hilary and Seth Nigrosh; in memory 
of Bernice Rosenblatt, mother of Paul 
Rosenblatt, grandmother of Dara.
Eric and Lisa Broder, in honor of 
Jessica’s Bat Mitzvah; in appreciation to 
Cantor Blum.
Colette and David Carasso, in memory 
of Derek Solomon, husband of Barbara 
Solomon.
Joanne Derwallis, in memory of Helen 
Appleton, mother of Liz Nigrosh.
Mark and Barbara Edinberg, in honor 
of Gary Rosoff and the Adult Choir, for 
wonderful High Holiday singing.
Bob Ford, a donation.
The Giglietti Family, in appreciation; in 
memory of Bernie Lipin.
Ilse Levi, in memory of Grace Moritz, 
mother of Susan Roth.
Nora Mayerson, in appreciation to 
Cantor Blum.
Serena and Arnie Sher, in memory of 
Helen Appleton, mother of Liz Nigrosh.

Enhancement Fund
Donations in memory of Esther 
Manashowitz, mother of Sheryl Santiago, 
were made by:

Lori and Ken Berger

Michael and Judy Green Blumenthal
Sharon and Brian Miles
Shari and Brian Nerreau
Bradd Robbins

Donations in memory of Anne Nowitz, 
mother of Barbara Liberman, were made 
by:

Carson and Robert Berkowitz
Luise Mann Burger and Edward 
Burger
Bob and Twody Schless
Elaine and Marc Silverman

Susan and Stan Baron, with thanks for a 
wonderful Yizkor service.
Michael and Judy Green Blumenthal, 
in memory of Donald Sappern, father of 
Laurie Gaugler.
Michael and Peggy Forma, in 
appreciation of holiday services.
Marvin Gelfand, in memory of Edith 
Gelfand.
Stanley and Judith Lessler, in memory 
of David R. Lessler.
Larry Levine and Alison Bonds, in 
memory of Derek Solomon, husband of 
Barbara Solomon; in memory of Helen 
Appleton, mother of Liz Nigrosh; in 
memory of Donald Sappern, father of 
Laurie Gaugler; in memory of Alvin 
Yerkes, father of Susan Preminger.
Shari and Brian Nerreau, in memory 
of Donald Sappern, father of Laurie 
Gaugler.
Bob and Twody Schless, in memory of 
Gunther Stile, father of Twody Schless.

Sylvia Prosnit Adult Education Fund
Carson and Robert Berkowitz, in 
memory of Derek Solomon, husband of 
Barbara Solomon.
Georgette Chetrit, in loving memory of 
parents, Rachel and Aaron Melloul.

Nursery School Enrichment Fund
Donations in honor of Gail Weinstein and 
the 30th Anniversary of Bonim Preschool 
were made by:

Aaron and Hilary Dommu
Carl and Naomi Erwich
Bob and Marsha Gillette

Donations
Please note that only contributions of $10.00 or more will be acknowledged with a card and Bulletin listing.

Continued on the next page

With thanks to Andi, Danielle and 
Nancy Kern for their generous 
support and donation of new texts 
for the Saturday morning study 
group in memory of Irving Kern.
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Brian and Shari Nerreau
Rabbi Evan Schultz and Jenny 
Goldstein
Debbie, Dan, Matthew and Jaime 
Viens,
Peter and Gail Weinstein
Carol and Steve Wolfson

Paul and Patricia Buchbinder, in 
memory of Carl Buchbinder, Ilse 
Buchbinder and Francis Weldon.
Alan and Joan Newman, in memory of 
Lee Morgenstein.
Peter and Gail Weinstein, in honor of 
Margot’s Bat Mitzvah.

Nursery School Scholarship Fund
Serena and Arnie Sher, in memory of 
Esther Manashowitz, mother of Sheryl 
Santiago.

Mazon
Beth Lazar, in loving memory of Uncle 

Fred Greenberg.

Religious School Scholarship Fund
B’nai Israel Brotherhood, a donation.
Martin and Alayne Burger, a donation.
Elaine and Juda Chetrit, in honor 
of Lauren and Jonathan Tropp, on the 
marriage of daughter, Sarah Tropp, to 
Eric Pacelli.

Religious School Enrichment Fund
The Orleans Family, in memory of 
Alvin Yerkes, father of Susan Preminger.

Rabbi Arnold Sher Social Action Fund
Dale and Stew Barcham, in memory of 
Toba Buxbaum, mother of Ruth Gross; in 
memory of Esther Manashowitz, mother 
of Sheryl Santiago; in honor of Edward 
and Luise Mann Burger, on the marriage 
of son, Marc Rottman, to Adrienne Levi.
Carson and Robert Berkowitz, in 
memory of Esther Manashowitz, mother 
of Sheryl Santiago.
Mark and Barbara Edinberg, in 
honor of the birth of Remy Olivia Ryan, 
granddaughter of David Abbey and 
Deborah Goodman.

Beth Lazar, in loving memory of 
beloved father, Leonard M. Lazar.
Ilse Levi, in loving memory of mother, 
Leni Vogel Strauss.
Serena and Arnie Sher, in memory 
of Anne Nowitz, mother of Barbara 
Liberman; in memory of Grace Moritz, 
mother of Susan Roth.
Elaine and Marc Silverman, in memory 
of Esther Manashowitz, mother of Sheryl 
Santiago.

Vision Loan Reduction Fund
Robert Ford, in memory of Jesse 
Goldbaum.
Patti and Samuel Rosenberg, in 
memory of Frania Rosenberg.

Jim Abraham Education Fund for 
Jewish Leadership
Barbara Abraham, in honor of the 
birth of Remy Olivia, granddaughter of 
David Abbey and Deborah Goodman; 
in appreciation and with gratitude for 
the beautiful music of Anne Kirsch, Liz 
Nigrosh and Wendy Berkowitz.
George and Chris Markley, in memory 
of Shirley Beresin.
William and Lorraine Smith, in 
memory of father, Simon Smith; in 
memory of sister and brother-in-law, Ida 
and Irving Lax.

Lee & David Lester Kesher Fund
Lee Lester, in memory of son, David 
Lester.

BIFTY Greenwald Scholarship Fund
Shirley Jacob Lantz & Family, in 
memory of our beloved Rabbi Jack 
Lantz.

Arnold & Doris Tower Fund
David Abbey and Deborah Goodman, 
in memory of Evelyn Locke.
The Feinberg Family, in loving memory 
of Evelyn Locke.
Steve and Ellen Tower, in memory of 
Arnold Tower.

DONATIONS
From Page 9

(203) 336-1858 • www.cbibpt.org
The Bulletin of Congregation B’nai Israel is published every month except July.

James Prosnit, D.D. ............................... Rabbi

Evan Schultz .......................................... Rabbi

Arnold I. Sher, D.D. ............... Rabbi Emeritus

Sheri E. Blum, D.M.  ............................ Cantor

Ramon Gilbert, D.M. ............ Cantor Emeritus

Ira J. Wise, D.J.R.E. ............ Temple Educator

Robert H. Gillette, R.J.E .... Educator Emeritus

Alexa Cohen …....... Early Childhood Director

Officers
Michael Blumenthal .............................. President
Shari Nerreau .......................... 1st Vice President
Jill Elbaum .................................... Vice President
Jim Greenberg ............................... Vice President
Larry Levine ................................. Vice President
Jerry Saunders ...................................... Treasurer
Perry Molinoff ....................... Assistant Treasurer
Susan Walden ...................................... Secretary
Joe Varon .............................. Financial Secretary
Samuel J. Rosenberg .... Immediate Past President

Affiliates
Marisa Underberger ................................................... BIFTY Advisor/Youth Engagement Specialist
Max Fink & Jenna Rosenstein  .......................................................................  BIFTY Co-Presidents
Scott L. Smith ............................................................................................................... Bulletin Editor

Congregation B’nai Israel, founded in 1858, seeks to be a vibrant Reform synagogue dedicated to the 
perpetuation of Jewish life and values within the framework of contemporary American Judaism. We 
are a gateway to Judaism for all. The Congregation B’nai Israel Bulletin publishes monthly 11 times 
a year (except July). To submit an article, announcement or ad to the Bulletin, please contact Editor 
Scott Smith at ssmith@cbibpt.org. Submissions are due by the first day of the month preceding the 

publication month. We reserve the right to edit all submissions for length or style.
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Who said Jewish learning is just for your kids? Join one of our Adult Learning courses – for free. Details on Page 8.

 

 
  

 

 
3,200sq.ft of Creative Ballroom Space 

Sunday Brunch 
Dedicated Event Coordinator 

 

Attractive Rates for Your Next Event / Room Block! 
 

Call or Email for more details 
P: 203.557.8124 | Email: sales@westportinn.com 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
• Appellate  
• Bankruptcy  
• Commercial Finance  
• Common Interest  
Communities  
• Corporate  

Not Just a Law Firm.  
Your Law Firm.  
 
 
 
• Matrimonial & Family  
• Municipal  
• Personal Injury  
• Physicians Practices  
• Real Estate  
• Securities  

• Elder Law & Long Term  
Care Planning  
• Employment & Labor  
• Land Use & Zoning  
• Litigation  

• Securities Arbitration  
• Tax and Trusts & Estates  
• Telecommunications  
& Utilities  

 
 
 

BRIDGEPORT  DANBURY  WESTPORT  ORANGE  
203-368-0211  203-792-2771  203-222-1034  203-298-4066  
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David Cohen  Executive Vice-President

Roy Friedman 
Standard Companies President

(Gasoline)
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Do you teenagers think B’nai Israel is just about Religious School? Encourage them to join the fun at BIFTY. Details on Page 6

Obstetrics & Gynecology
Board Certified

3180 Main Street
Bridgeport, CT
06606

Phone: (203) 374-0404

Steven M. Soberman, M.D.
Daniel S. Gottschall, M.D.

Certified Mohalim

Family Owned and Operated Since 1920

Shop 24/7
By Phone or Website

Bar, Bat Mitzvahs and Weddings Our Specialty

(203) 255-0461

Hansen’s Flower Shop

The financial community 
supports the B’nai Israel 

Bulletin:

Edward P. Burger, CPA        

Luise M. Burger, CPA 

Your Bar/Bat Mitzvah 
Begins at the Courtyard Shelton

Contact Event Planner Nicole Knapik
at nknapik@waterfordhotelgroup.com

or by calling (203) 929-1500.

780 Bridgeport Ave., Shelton, CT 06484
sheltoncourtyard.com

SPECIAL ROOM RATES





CREATIVE CUISINE
EVENTS UP TO 200 GUESTS
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203-257-9044                       Amy@SuccessTutoringLLC.com

Amy L. Kaplan
Director

Success Tutoring LLC
means successful learning

All Subjects • ACT & SAT Prep

The following members 
of the legal community 
join together in  their 
support of  the B’nai 

Israel Bulletin:

Ken Beck
Eric Broder

Marcia Cohen
Mark A. Kirsch
Richard Krantz 

Andrew R. Lubin
George Markley
Daniel Schopick
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We want you in the Bulletin! Send your news to editor Scott L. Smith at ssmith@cbibpt.org.

The following members of the medical community join 
together in their support of the B’nai Israel Bulletin:

Dr. Andrea Hagani 

Dr. Robert D. Chessin

Dr. David F. Bindelglass

Dr. Alan M. Nelson

Dr. Glenn M. Rich

Dr. Lawrence Dinkes

Dr. Kenneth Rabine

Dr. George P. Kelly

Dr. Howard B. Twersky

Dr. Martha Yepes Small

Dr. Edward Portnay

Dr. Michael Connolly

Dr. Kenneth Kingsly

Dr. Mark J. Hotchkiss

Dr. Andrew Levi

Dr. Jared Selter

Dr. Geoffrey Gladstein

Dr. Rachel E. Sheiman

Dr. Brian King

Dr. Abraham Fridman 

Dr. Katherine J. Pesce

Dr. Nicholas Blondin
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What’s happening at the Temple? Get Hashavua, our weekly email. Send your request to Lynn at lynn@cbibpt.org. 

 

55 Greens Farms Road 
Westport, CT 06880 

(203) 222-4949 
 

www.broderorland.com 
 
 

Eric J. Broder: ebroder@broderorland.com 
Carole Topol Orland: corland@broderorland.com  

Celebrate Deliciously

G&H

G a r e l i C k  &  H e r b s
T H E  E x c l u s i v E  c a T E r E r  f o r

Contact our Events Specialists at 203.972.4497 • garelickandherbs.com
Westport • Southport • New Canaan • Greenwich

MORA MORA
the SPOT FOR PARTIES
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 Friday, December 1
   6:00 p.m.  Service 
   Torah Portion – Vayishlah, 

Gen. 32:4-36:43 
 Haftarah – Hosea 11:7-
12:12

  
Saturday, December 2
 8:00 a.m. Service
 9:00 a.m. Brotherhood Breakfast
 9:30 a.m. Torah Study
    9:30 a.m. Young Families Havurah
 11:00 a.m.   B’nai Mitzvah of Samuel 

Cohen, son of Mark and 
Helen Cohen, and Noah 
Kingsly, son of Kenneth and 
Katherine Kingsly

Friday, December 8
  6:00 p.m. Service 
     Torah Portion – Vayeshev, 

Gen. 37:1-40:23
  Haftarah – Amos 2:6-3:8
                     

Saturday, December 9
 8:00 a.m. Service
 9:00 a.m. Brotherhood Breakfast
 9:30 a.m. Torah Study
    9:30 a.m. Young Families Havurah

Friday, December 15
   6:00 p.m. Service – Shabbat 

Chanukah, dinner to follow 
services (see Page 1) 
Torah Portion – Mikeitz, 
Gen. 41:1-44:17

  Haftarah – Zechariah 4:1-7

Saturday, December 16
 8:00 a.m. Service
 9:00 a.m. Brotherhood Breakfast
 9:30 a.m. Torah Study
    9:30 a.m. Young Families Havurah
  11:00 a.m.   Bat Mitzvah of Amber 

Borofsky, daughter of 
Jeffrey Borofsky and Beth 
Natt 

Friday, December 22
 6:00 p.m.  Service 

Torah Portion – Vayigash, 
Gen. 44:18-47:27 
Haftarah – Ezekiel 37:15-28

Saturday, December 23
 8:00 a.m. Service
 9:00 a.m. Brotherhood Breakfast
 9:30 a.m. Torah Study
    9:30 a.m. Young Families Havurah

Friday, December 29
 6:00 p.m.  Service 

Torah Portion – Vayhi, Gen. 
47:28-50:26

  Haftarah – 1 Kings 2:1-12

Saturday, December 30
 8:00 a.m. Service
 9:00 a.m. Brotherhood Breakfast
 9:30 a.m. Torah Study
    9:30 a.m. Young Families Havurah

Shabbat Service Schedule
(Fridays at 6:00 p.m. where indicated, preceded by an Oneg Shabbat at 5:30 p.m.)

Shabbat Shirah – the Sabbath of Song 
2018 – will honor the late Leonard 
Bernstein in what would be the year 
of his 100th birthday during a special 
concert on Saturday, January 27, 
beginning at 4:00 p.m.

The evening will feature a singalong 
of Bernstein’s classic Broadway 
show“West Side Story,” led by B’nai 
Israel’s Adult and Junior Choirs. 

The concert will be headlined by soloists 
Cantor Sheri Blum, Randye Kaye, 
Rachel Salem and Frank Enos. Featured 
instrumentalists will be Barbara Rowe, 
Janet Rosen, Rebecca Blondin, Adam 
Rosen and Hunter Kadish. Gary Rosoff 
will be the conductor for the festivities.

A longtime Fairfield resident, 
Bernstein (1918-1990) was, 
according to his Wikipedia entry, an 
American composer, conductor, author, 
music lecturer, and pianist. According 
to music critic Donal Henahan, 

Bernstein was “one of the most 
prodigiously talented and successful 
musicians in American history.” 
According to Britannica.com, “As a 
composer Bernstein made skillful use 
of diverse elements ranging from biblical 
themes, as in the Symphony No. 1 (1942; 
also called Jeremiah) and the Chichester 
Psalms (1965); to jazz rhythms, as in 
the Symphony No. 2 (1949; The Age 
of Anxiety), after a poem by W.H. 
Auden; to Jewish liturgical themes, as 
in the Symphony No. 3 (1963; Kaddish). 
His best-known works are the 
musicals On the Town (1944; filmed 
1949), Wonderful Town (1953; filmed 
1958), Candide (1956), and the 
very popular West Side Story(1957; 
filmed 1961), written in collaboration 
with Stephen Sondheim and Jerome 
Robbins. “He also wrote the scores for the 
ballets Fancy Free, Facsimile (1946), 
and Dybbuk and the music for 
the film On the Waterfront. 

SHABBAT SHIRAH CELEBRATES  
LEONARD BERNSTEIN

ADULT LEARNING
From Page 8

from Germany. Expelled from Germany 
himself in 1937, he arrived in the United 
States, the land where democracy had 
supposedly triumphed over bigotry and 
hatred, only to witness racism against 
African Americans and realizing the 
American ideal was not a reality. 
As a congregational rabbi in Newark, 
N.J., and later as president of the 
American Jewish Congress, Prinz 
became a leader of the civil rights 
movement. Prinz worked to organize 
the 1963 March on Washington for Jobs 
and Freedom, declaring, “bigotry and 
hatred are not the most urgent problem. 
The most urgent, the most disgraceful, 
the most shameful and the most tragic 
problem is silence.” Moments later, 
Martin Luther King, Jr. delivered his “I 
Have a Dream” speech.

Dinner costs $20 per person. Please 
reserve your place for dinner no later 
than Tuesday, January 9, by contacting 
Chris Rocha in Temple office at (203) 
336-1858 or chris@cbibpt.org. 
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Give yourself a special gift this holiday by making a big 
impact in our community this month at one of our two Mitzvah 
Morning events (though one is really a Mitzvah afternoon.). It 
is a wonderful way to connect with others in the B’nai Israel 
community while helping those that can use our support. 

Join us on Sunday, December 17, at the Temple, from 9:30 a.m. 
to Noon to gift-wrap toys for Al’s Angels Children’s Charity. 
Bonim Preschool is leading the toy drive (see details on Page 
6), with collection boxes in the religious school lobby and the 
Temple coat closet. 

Together with our Preschool “mini mitzvah makers,” we are 
helping Al’s Angels Charity in the goal to collect and distribute 
toys to over 10,000 children and families battling cancer, rare 
blood diseases and/or severe financial hardship. Please donate 
a toy and help us wrap them on the 17th. For more information 
or to sign up to gift wrap, contact Nicole Bush at nfbush@
optonline.net.

Then, on Thursday, December 28, we will prepare and serve the 
“Feel the Warmth” supper for our Bridgeport neighbors. 

We will be helping from 4:00 to 7:00 p.m. to cook the holiday 
meal at the Norma Pfriem Urban Outreach Initiative, (located at 
the Calvary St. George Episcopal Church, 755 Clinton Avenue, 
Bridgeport, https://www.facebook.com/NPUOI/). 

“This time of year my thoughts always turn to our less fortunate 
neighbors in the south end of Bridgeport. Norma Pfriem Urban 
Outreach has become a very important part of those lives who 
depend upon our outreach each week for a home-cooked meal 
at our Feel the Warmth supper or fresh veggies and food to take 
away at our weekly food pantry,” says longtime B’nai Israel 
congregant Bob Sussman, Vice President of NPUOI,

If you have questions, contact Shari Nerreau at snerreau@
cbibpt.org. You can sign up to help with the supper online 
through the link on the temple website or via our weekly 
newsletter Hashavua. 

Make a Difference
On Mitzvah Mornings

Congregants Jake Bogner and Mindy Siegel help bring in the more than two tons 
of food collected during B’nai Israel’s High Holy Days food drive to donate to 

Operation Hope and the Connecticut Food Bank.


