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December 
Highlights

Our Mitzvah Hero
Congregant Sherry Portnoy will be 
honored on Sunday, January 28, as 
B’nai Israel’s “Mitzvah Hero,” as part 
of the First Annual Mitzvah Heroes 
Awards, sponsored by the Federation 
for Jewish Philanthropy of Upper 
Fairfield County. She will be one of 18 
area people recognized because they 
“embody the values of tikkum olam.” 
Learn more on Page 2.

Jews Behaving Badly?
As the list of celebrities accused of 
sexual harassment grows, why do the 
Jewish names among them tend to 
strike an even deeper chord? Rabbi 
Prosnit explores the Torah’s lessons on 
Page 3.

Quest for Truthiness
Sometimes the truth is not the best 
option. Rabbi Schultz gets to the heart 
of when Judaism says it’s okay to bend 
the truth, on Page 5.

You Can Honor Dr. King
Be it a move with historic insights or 
community service, there are many 
ways for you to honor the legacy of the 
Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. this 
month. Get details on Pages 8 and 16.
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Bonim ..............................................P.6
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Adult Learning ................................P.8
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Shabbat Services ...........................P.15

If you are a Shark or a Jet – or just a 
lover of good music – you will want to 
join us for our annual Shabbat Shirah, the 
Sabbath of Song, on Saturday, January 27, 
as we celebrate the life of the legendary 
conductor and composer Leonard 
Bernstein on the 100th anniversary of his 
birth.

Bernstein, a longtime resident of 
Fairfield, was one of the first American-
born conductors and composers to 
achieve global fame. One of his most 
famous works is the beloved Broadway 
production of “West Side Story,” later 
turned into a classic movie, starring 
Richard Bremmer, Natalie Wood and 
Rita Moreno.

This year’s Shabbat Shirah concert, which 
begins at 4:00 p.m., will be headlined 
by soloists Cantor Sheri Blum,, Randye 
Kaye, Rachel Salem and Frank Enos. 
Featured instrumentalists will be Barbara 
Rowe, Janet Rosen, Rebecca Blondin, 

Adam Rosen and Hunter Kadish. Gary 
Rosoff will be the conductor for the 
festivities, and Matt Chase will be the 
narration author.

The evening will feature a singalong of 
“West Side Story” songs, led by B’nai 
Israel’s Adult and Junior Choirs. 

Shabbat Shirah Celebrates
Leonard Bernstein

Shabbat Spreads About Town
Shabbat burst out of the synagogue after 
services on November 10 and turned into 
a communal event during the first annual 
“Shabbat About Town.” 

The cornerstone of “Shabbat About 
Town” was to connect with new and 
old friends in the comfort of congregants’ 
homes to enjoy each other’s company 
and Shabbat dinner together.  

More than a hundred congregants 
gathered in homes across the B’nai Israel 

community area. 

 “The evening was a huge success and 
we received all positive feedback,” says 
B’nai Israel Board of Directors Secretary 
Susan Walden, who helped organize the 
event. “Hosts enjoyed having people 
over, and guests said the experience was 
wonderful.”

Congregants’ reactions included, “This 
was the highlight of my week,” and, 

Continued on Page 4

Credit: Biography.com
Leonard Bernstein 
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Sharing Our Joy
Sam Boyarsky, in celebration of his 90th 
Birthday.
Ellen Hyde-Phillips, in celebration of the 
birth of grandson, Quinton Gerald Hyde, 
son of Kyle and Amanda Hyde.
Allan and Claire Shumofsky, in 
celebration of their special birthdays.
Naomi Schaffer, in celebration of her 
special birthday.
Professor Philip Eliasoph, 
congratulations on the publication of 
his new book, Adolf Dehn: Midcentury 
Manhattan.
Gloria and Richard Sheiman, in 
celebration of their 50th wedding 
anniversary.

Welcome New Members
A warm welcome to our newest members. 
We look forward to their participation 
in our many programs and hope their 
affiliation will not only enrich their lives, 
but that of our congregation.

Charles & Kate Plager, Adam and Julia
Bronson Road, Fairfield

Sincere Sympathy
We extend our sympathy to the bereaved 
families of:

Seymour Haber, brother-in-law of Joan 
Suslock
Natalie Bloom Cron Lebovitz, mother of 
Heidi Cron Gassel
Richard Wise, father of Ira Wise

Feed the Soul 
Before each Shabbat service, the temple 
provides a small Oneg in the lobby. 

These treats do not appear by themselves. 
We are looking for volunteers to shop for the 
food and beverages. You will be reimbursed 
for any items purchased for the Oneg. 

If you can volunteer to bring in treats on a 
Friday, please contact Naomi Schaffer at 
naomilev@optonline.net. You can drop them 
off at any time that’s convenient for you.

What’s happening at the Temple? Get Hashavua, our weekly email. Send your request to Lynn at lynn@cbibpt.org. 

“Sherry is the definition of an unsung  
hero for our congregation.”

Chances are, that even if you do not 
recognize Sherry Portnoy’s name, you 
would recognize Sherry Portnoy. She is 
an upbeat, energetic presence in every 
aspect of life at B’nai Israel.

“She is one of the more recognized fac-
es at the Temple,” Rabbi James Prosnit 
said. “From the children in Religious 
School to the seniors, her presence is 
known, felt and appreciated.”

That appreciation will be expressed for 
the greater Jewish community to appre-
ciate, as B’nai Israel nominated Sherry 
to be recognized at the First Annual 
Mitzvah Heroes Awards, sponsored by 
the Federation for Jewish Philanthropy 
of Upper Fairfield County. The awards 
will honor an individual from each of 
the 18 congregations in the Federation’s 
region. These Mitzvah Heroes “embody 
the values of tikkum olam,” according 
to the Federation press release. “We 
are looking for a “doer,” not a donor – 
someone who is a positive role model 
and who may not have been previously 
in the spotlight or otherwise recognized 
for his or her efforts.” 

Sherry Portnoy embodies just that spirit, 
says B’nai Israel Congregation Presi-
dent Michael Blumenthal. “Sherry is 
always willing to help out behind the 
scenes to do whatever is necessary to 
make a program successful,” he said. 
“Sherry will happily come early to help 
set up or stay afterwards to help clean 
up. She will shop, drive, pick up or 
deliver, without most people knowing 
what a tremendous help she provides for 
B’nai Israel. She does the same to help 
individual congregants, and she does it 
all without any desire for recognition. 
Sherry is the definition of an unsung 
hero for our congregation.”

Now her praises will be sung, along 

with those of the other Mitzvah Heroes, 
during the awards ceremony on Sunday, 
January 28, from 5:00 to 7:00 p.m. at the 
Harry and Jeanette Weinberg Campus, 
4200 Park Avenue in Bridgeport. 

The program is aimed at the broader 
Jewish community of Fairfield County, 
with ticket prices designed to be 
accessible at $18 per person or $36 
per family. The event will include a 
kosher wine-and-cheese reception and 
will feature a wonderful speaker, David 
Jaffe, author of Changing the World 
from the Inside Out: A Jewish Approach 
to Personal and Social Change.

“Sherry is an exceedingly humble salt-
of-the-earth volunteer who does so 
much for the synagogue,” Rabbi Prosnit 
said. “There’s a Hebrew expression, 
skar mitzvah, mitzvah -- the reward for 
performing a mitzvah is the mitzvah 
itself.  Sheri is the embodiment of this, 
always there, always willing, with no 
expectation of recognition or reward.”

To make a reservation to attend, contact 
the Temple office at (203) 336-1858 or 
the Federation office at (203) 226-8197 
or fjp@jewishphilanthropyct.org. 

Sherry Portnoy a ‘Mitzvah Hero’

Sherry Portnoy 
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Week after week, the story lines have been 
filled with revelations of men behaving 
badly. Sadly it is not new, but when the 
name is Weinstein or Lauer or Franken, 
instead of Cosby or O’Reilly, Clinton 
or Trump, some of us pay a little more 
attention and feel a bit more unnerved. 
We know that, for better or worse, Jews 
are like everyone else – but still we hope 
that there is something in our religious 
teachings that would prevent men from 
becoming pigs. 

Sadly, that is not the case – and some 
might even suggest it’s to the contrary! 
They say, just look at the biblical tradition 
as an original source of the corruptive 
power men hold over women.  They cite 
as case in point the Genesis narrative. It 
was Eve’s fault that Adam was tempted 
by the serpent’s machinations. Therefore, 
it is ultimately due to the woman’s sin 
that humanity has been banished from 
paradise and punished for disobedience. 
Genesis Chapter 3 states, “And to the 
woman, God said, I will make most 
severe your pangs in childbearing; in 
pain shall you bear children. Yet your 
urge shall be for you husband, and he 
shall rule over you.”

It is passages like this, some critics of 
religion say, that have long been the 
source of attitudes so demeaning to 
women. And while it may be hard to 
argue with this critique, I for one would 
prefer to side with those who try hard 
to reinterpret a verse like this in a softer 
light. 

Let me suggest two from contemporary 
scholars.

Judith Antonelli, in a book entitled In the 
Image of God: A Feminist Commentary 
on the Torah, struggles with the Divine 
curse on Eve and admits that “this 
passage, more than any other, has been 
used to justify male dominance.” But she 
insists there is no reason for it.

After an analysis of the text, she 
concludes: “Thus at most, the passage 
only refers to women’s desire to have 
children in spite of the physical pain 
and the sociological difficulties they 
endure. It does not mean that women 
should obey men’s orders or want to be 
dominated.” To Antonelli this is not a 
question of demeaning women, only of 
recognizing an inescapable reality. The 
text is descriptive, not prescriptive. Pain 
in childbirth is strong and biologically 
part of the deal – yet the maternal instinct 
is stronger.

Another scholar Aviva Zornberg, 
takes a somewhat different tack in her 
interpretation in the book The Beginning 
of Desire. She focuses on the idea that 
pain is not so much in childbearing, but 
in childrearing – what the Talmud calls 
Ts’ar giddul banim, the pain of bringing 
up children.

Zornberg writes, “One might say that the 

difficulty in rearing children has to do 
with the ambiguities of independence.” 
The child must separate from the parent; 
the parent must allow the child to discover 
his or her reality. Where there was one, 
there must be two. But this separation, 
though necessary, is a complex and often 
tormented experience. The relationship 
between separation and living attachment 
has to be negotiated each time afresh.”

We all know it, for even if not everyone is 
a parent, each of us is or has been a child. 
Zornberg’s contention is that compared 
to the temporary pain of childbirth, the 
ongoing struggle of childrearing is a 
much greater burden for parents and 
child alike. Childbirth is not the curse of 
women that the Genesis story implies, 
but childrearing has remained the yoke of 
many, women and men. I, for one, don’t 
know many parents who ever cease to 
worry about their children, irrespective 
of their age and circumstances.

Now, some look at these two 
interpretations and call them apologetics. 
Some feminist critics suggest that the 
tradition is just so patriarchal that it’s 
beyond redemption and that scholars like 
Antonelli and Zornberg are up against 
too big of a challenge. But I tend to side 
with the two I’ve quoted and feel that it is 
our obligation to redefine and reinterpret 
those traditions through a new lens.  

Thank God for the women commentators 
who are showing the way and making us 
aware that it is equally legitimate to read 
Torah differently so that we can glean 
meaning that speaks to us in our age. 
The biblical text can never be used as an 
excuse for bad behavior or actions that 
demean women. To suggest otherwise is 
a modern form of blasphemy.

From the Rabbi’s Desk/Rabbi James Prosnit

Men Behaving Badly

“We know that, for 
better or worse, Jews 
are like everyone else 

– but still we hope that 
there is something in our 
religious teachings that 

would prevent men from 
becoming pigs.”

“The biblical text can 
never be used as an 

excuse for bad behavior 
or actions that demean 

women. To suggest 
otherwise is a modern 
form of blasphemy.”
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“This program is a keeper; let’s do it again.”

Shabbat .......................................................................... From  Page 1
“It was so much fun no one wanted to 
leave,” and, “It was so wonderful to 
meet some congregants I had never met 
before.” 

Another attendee said, “This program is 
a keeper; let’s do it again.”

Wish granted. “We will do it again, for 
sure, and are planning to make it an 
annual event,” Walden said. “We are 
tossing around the ideas of holding it 
the first Friday of every November. We 
might even consider doing one in the 
spring, too.”

No matter when or how often it is held, 
there is a new goal for Shabbat About 
Town: Get more people involved, 
especially the next generation of B’nai 
Israel.

“While we had nearly 100 participants 
this year, we would love to increase 
those numbers for the next one,” Walden 
said. “We had homes for all ages from 
all walks of life in the synagogue. We are 
hoping that more families with Religious 
School-aged kids will sign up next time 
as it would be a great opportunity for 
kids to connect with others in their same 
grade. 

As you can see from the images on this 
page, the connections are fun and happy 
– a great way to celebrate Shabbat and 
family.

Levitt House Dubrowin House

Gaugler House Nerreau House

Edinberg House Wise House

Prosnit House
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From the Rabbi’s Study/Rabbi Evan Schultz

If You Can’t Be Truthful, at Least Be Kind!

Truth. Lies. Fake News. Trusted 
News. Honest News. 

These days it seems harder than ever 
to distinguish truth from fiction, fact 
from falsity. It seems that truth has 
become a matter of opinion these 
days; reality has become so garbled 
that many of us just don’t know 
what to believe or who to believe. 
How do we navigate this seemingly 
new reality?

Lying is certainly nothing new. 
Adam and Eve lie to God about 
their whereabouts in the Garden 
of Eden. Sarah lies to God when 
God accuses her of laughing at the 
news of her pregnancy. Joseph lies 
to his brothers about the nature of 
his identity when they come to him, 
hungry for food. 

Fast-forward a few thousand years; 
human nature doesn’t seem to have 
changed very much. It seems we 
open the newspaper and read of 
people lying, admitting they lied 
or accusing someone else of lying. 
So should we just demand everyone 
start telling the truth? Well, it’s not 
that simple.

Lying may be an innate human 
characteristic, but in fact, our rabbis 
sometimes permitted lying. Our 
tradition does not always advocate 
telling the truth (No, I’m not 
advocating lying here – you should 
be a truthful person, but there are 
exceptions). 

Let’s take a look at a few texts from 
our tradition (you can study these at 
home with your family or friends):

1) Rabbi Yehoshua ben Ḥananya 

said ... One time I was staying at a 
certain inn and the hostess prepared 
me beans. On the first day I ate 
them and left nothing over, although 
proper etiquette dictates that one 
should leave over something on his 
plate. On the second day I again ate 
and left nothing over. On the third 
day she over-salted them so that they 
were inedible. As soon as I tasted 
them, I withdrew my hands from 
them. She said to me: My Rabbi, 
why aren’t you eating beans as on 
the previous days? Not wishing 
to offend her, I said to her: I have 
already eaten during the daytime. 
(Eruvin 53b)

2) Rav Yehuda said in the name of 
Shmuel, “In only these three matters 
is it the practice of the rabbis to 
deviate in their speech [from the 

truth]: regarding a section of Torah, 
intimacy, and hospitality. (Bava 
Metzia 23b)

3) What is truth ( ) and what 
is falsehood ( )? When we went 
to school we were taught that truth 
is to tell facts as they occurred and 
falsehood is to deviate from this. 
This is true in simple cases, but 
in life many occasions arise when 
this simple definition no longer 
applies. Sometimes it may be wrong 
to “tell the truth” about another 
person, for example if it would 
reveal something negative about 
him, unless there was an overriding 
purpose and necessity. And 
sometimes it may be necessary to 
change details, when the plain truth 
would not bring benefit, but injury. 
In such cases what appears to be 
true is false (רקש), since it produces 
evil effects; and what appears to be 
false may help to achieve the truth. 
We had better define truth ( ) as 
that which is conducive to good and 
which conforms with the Will of the 
Creator, and falsehood ( ) as that 
which furthers the scheme of the 
Yetzer HaRah, the power of evil in 
the world. (Rabbi Eliyahu Dessler, 
Michtav M’Eliyahu, Vol. I, p. 94)

What is your takeaway from 
these texts? It would seem that 
our tradition asserts that there are 
certain situations where it is okay 
to lie, provided there is some great 
purpose – kindness, hospitality and 
goodness. Do you agree with the 
rabbis? If so, next time you need to 
lie, remember why you’re doing it – 
bring some kindness and goodness 
into the world!

“It would seem that our 
tradition asserts that there 
are certain situations where 

it is okay to lie, provided 
there is some great purpose 
– kindness, hospitality and 

goodness.”

“Lying may be an innate 
human characteristic, 
but in fact, our rabbis 

sometimes permitted lying. 
Our tradition does not 
always advocate telling 
the truth (No, I’m not 

advocating lying here – you 
should be a truthful person, 
but there are exceptions).” 
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We will meet on January 11, 18, 
and 25 from 7:15 to 8:45 p.m. in the 
BIFTY Lounge. If you have questions, 
email advisor Marisa Underberger at 
munderberger@cbibpt.org.
Also, follow us on Instagram at “cbi.
bifty” and on Facebook at “BIFTY 2017-
2018”

Seniors Melanie DelAngelo and Jenna 
Rosenstein have been on BIFTY board 
since their freshman year. Why did they 
keep coming back for four years?

What was your favorite event in 2017? 
JENNA: My favorite event was our 
Back to School program. As a senior in 
high school, it is always fun to act like a 
little kid again. 
MELANIE: My favorite event was our 
Halloween program. We had a scavenger 
hunt, where we sought out bags of candy 

that were hidden in various locations 
around the temple, and we also wrapped 
each other in toilet paper to become 
mummies. It was competitive and filled 
with plenty of candy to eat.

What event are you most looking 
forward to? 
JENNA: I’m really looking forward 
to our creative service we do for the 

Temple. I love how BIFTY and the 
Temple community come together. It 
also shows our hard work pays off since 
the service is always amazing. 
MELANIE: I am looking forward to 
the mall scavenger hunt in June that the 
Presidents make. We are given a list of 
tasks to complete around the mall and 
take videos and pictures along the way. 
It is fun and competitive, and one of my 
favorite programs each year.

What has kept you involved in BIFTY 
throughout four years of high school?
JENNA: I think what has kept me 
coming back to BIFTY is a combination 
of the people and the activities. I love 
the bond I have with other members 
and that BIFTY serves as a break from 
the school week, allowing me to relax a 
little. BIFTY has definitely made me feel 
more of a part of the Jewish community 
and is a really good and easy way to be 
involved within the Temple. 
MELANIE: I’ve stayed involved in 
BIFTY throughout high school because 
I like being engaged in our Temple 
community. Everyone here, especially 
the teens at BIFTY, are all really great 
people. It’s also a nice and fun break 
from my homework to come to BIFTY 
for an hour and a half on Thursdays.

Celebrate Shabbat  
with  

Bonim Preschool  
Shabbat In A Bag 

A central theme on Friday mornings at 
Bonim Preschool is the joyous celebra-
tion of the coming Shabbat. At school 
each Friday we enjoy sharing Challah 
and grape juice together.  

Shabbat In A Bag is a great way to 
share the Friday night ritual with your 
family. 

Bonim Preschool invites the B’nai Israel 
community to join them in celebrating      

Shabbat each week.  If you would like to order Shabbat In A Bag for your family the 
cost is $15.00/week.  

Your Shabbat In A Bag will include a reusable tote bag filled with a fresh baked               
challah, grape juice, and two candles to be picked up in the school lobby each Friday. 

***If you wish to participate please contact the Bonim Preschool office  
at 203-355-5058 or email Bethann Prybylek at bprybylek@cbibpt.org.  

Celebrate the 
New Year 

With BIFTY

BIFTY members chill out in the BIFTY Lounge, joined by this year’s  
Young Israeli Emissaries, Yuval and Ofek. 

BIFTY
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From the Education Center/Ira J. Wise

Data-Driven Judaism

Each year in Confirmation class, we ask 
the students to complete what we call 
the Good Jew survey. Essentially we ask 
them to complete the following kind of 
sentence: “To be a good Jew one must/
should/doesn’t need to …” for about 20 
different behaviors or beliefs. To name 
just a few, we ask about keeping kosher, 
belonging to a synagogue, believing 
in God, attending or participating in 
a variety of festival, High Holy Day 
and Sabbath observances, circumcise a 
son, marrying a Jew giving and living 
Tzedakah. There are more. The survey is 
adapted from something published quite 
a long time ago, and we find that it can 
spark a fantastic conversation about what 
they think being a Jew means.

One night in mid-November, we began to 
look at the data from our current class. 
The only thing that a majority of them 
(71%) agreed one MUST do to be a 
good Jew was to accept being a Jew and 
not to hide it. One respondent indicated 
that hiding it would be ok if being 
public might endanger you. The only 
SHOULD DO items that made a 64% or 
higher threshold were: Observe Passover 
(79%); Fast on Yom Kippur (71%); Light 
Chanukah candles and Attend High Holy 
Day Service (64%). As you might expect, 
Keeping Kosher (86%), Reading Hebrew 
(71%) and Marrying a Jew (64%) led 
the way in the DOESN’T NEED TO 
category. This was not a scientific study. 

Where it became really interesting, 
though, was when during the discussion 
we asked them to look at their own 
responses and instead of trying to pass 
judgment on others, apply the standards 
only to themselves. For most of them, 
their answers changed, mostly shifting 
from less essential to more essential. 

No one said ONE must raise a Jewish 
family to be a good Jew (should was 57% 
and Doesn’t Need To was 43%). When 
asked to answer for themselves, all of 
the answers shifted. No one said that it 
didn’t matter. Many said it was essential 
for them. And the rest said they probably 
would, but couldn’t speak for whoever 
their life partner was going to be. 

Support for Israel showed a similar shift. 
Fourteen percent said a Good Jew Must 
Support Israel. The rest were evenly 
split between should and it makes no 
difference. The ambivalence nearly 
disappeared when thinking only about 
themselves. One student said, “I don’t 
think it matters whether or not someone 
supports Israel in terms of being a good 
Jew. But I love Israel and am totally 
committed to it!”

Data is an interesting thing. It can tell us 
a lot. It can also lead us to assume things 
not clearly indicated by the data. I am 
delighted in the outcome of this exercise. 

These students are spending the year 
learning and preparing to Confirm their 
connection and commitment to the Jewish 
people and the Covenant first forged with 
Abraham and Sarah 3,800 years ago (we 
will survey them on whether they think 
that actually happened when we begin 
our unit on God in January!). That is 
what Confirmation is all about. Our post-
survey conversation makes me think we 
are looking at a group who will become 
good leaders and committed adults in our 
Jewish community. The future is bright.

And save Sunday, May 20, at 2:00 p.m. 
on your calendar. Join us for our service 
on Confirmation to welcome them to the 
next level and to celebrate the giving of 
Torah on Shavuot!

L’shalom,

Ira J. Wise, D.J.R.E. 
Director of Education

Members of the 2017 Confirmation Class enjoy the bus ride last January for the annual class  
trip on social activism to Washington, D.C. Surveys of our Confirmands reveal promising information  

on the future of Reform Judaism.



8 Leave a lasting legacy; participate in the Buy a Brick Campaign. Contact the Temple office at (203) 336-1858 for details.

Adult Jewish Learning at Congregation B’nai Israel

B’nai Israel Honors Dr. King with Film, Community Service
Each year B’nai Israel honors the legacy 
of the great Civil Rights leader Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. during the weekend of 
the holiday marking his birthday.

This year’s events commence on Friday, 
January 12, with Shabbat Services at 
6:00 p.m., preceded by an Oneg at 5:30 
p.m. Following services, there will be a 
dinner and then a showing of the movie, 
“Joachim Prinz: I Will Not Be Silent.”

The film focuses first on 1930s Berlin, 
where Joachim Prinz set out to restore 
the self-esteem of the German Jews dur-
ing the early years of Adolf Hitler’s reign, 
as Prinz continued to preach about the 
value of Judaism. He saved many lives 
by encouraging Jews to emigrate from 
Germany, and when expelled from Ger-

many himself in 1937, he arrived in the 
United States, the land where democracy 
had supposedly triumphed over bigotry 
and hatred. Yet, here he witnessed rac-
ism against African-Americans, and was 
spurred to action yet again.  

Prinz became a leader in the Civil Rights 
movement. He helped organize the 1963 
March on Washington for Jobs and Free-
dom, declaring, “Bigotry and hatred are 
not the most urgent problem. The most 
urgent, the most disgraceful, the most 
shameful and the most tragic problem 
is silence.” Moments later, the Rev. Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr. delivered his “I 
Have A Dream” speech.

To learn more about Joachim Prinz and 
his legacy, join us for dinner and the 

movie. Dinner reservations, at $20 per 
person, can be made by contacting Chris 
in the Temple office at (203) 336-1858 or 
chris@cbibpt.org. 

You also can honor Dr. King’s legacy and 
B’nai Israel’s greater community by join-
ing our next Mitzvah Morning, on Mon-
day, January 15, from 9:30 a.m. to Noon, 
as we participate again in the University 
of Bridgeport Day of Service. See Page 
16 for more details.

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Day of Service 
is an event hosted around the country to 
celebrate the life and mission of the Dr. 
King. The University of Bridgeport has 
hosted this event each Martin Luther 
King Jr. holiday since 2006.

A Shabbat to Save the World
Joachim Prinz: I Will Not Be Silent

Friday, January 12 

5:30 p.m. Oneg Shabbat 
6:00 p.m.  Kabbalat Shabbat 

Services
7:15 p.m.  Dinner (RSVP, see 

below)
8:15 p.m. Film and Conversation

Join us the Friday of Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Day Weekend for Shabbat ser-
vices, dinner and a film. In Berlin in the 
1930s, Joachim Prinz set out to restore 
the self-esteem of the German Jews. 
Knowing the Nazis were monitoring his 
every word, and despite repeated arrests, 
Prinz continued to preach about the value 
of Judaism. He saved many lives by en-
couraging Jews to emigrate from Ger-
many. Expelled from Germany himself 
in 1937, he arrived in the United States, 
the land where democracy had suppos-
edly triumphed over bigotry and hatred. 
Here, he witnessed racism against Afri-
can-Americans and realized the Ameri-
can ideal was not a reality. 

As a congregational rabbi in Newark, 
N.J., and later as president of the Ameri-
can Jewish Congress, Prinz became a 
leader of the Civil Rights movement. 
Prinz worked to organize the 1963 March 
on Washington for Jobs and Freedom, 
declaring, “Bigotry and hatred are not the 
most urgent problem. The most urgent, 
the most disgraceful, the most shameful 
and the most tragic problem is silence.” 
Moments later, the Rev. Dr. Martin Lu-
ther King, Jr. delivered his “I Have A 
Dream” speech.

Please reserve your place for dinner no 
later than Tuesday, February 9, by con-
tacting Chris Rocha at (203) 336-1858 
or Chris@cbibpt.org. The cost is $20 per 
person

Jewish Prayer 101
For Believers, Non- Believers and 
Those Who Just Aren’t Quite Sure
Mondays January 22, 29, February 5, 
26 and March 5 at 7:00 p.m.
Rabbi James Prosnit takes a deep dive 
into the structure and meaning of our 
liturgy. Why we do we pray? What we 
pray about? When we pray for it?

Shabbat Shira
Saturday, January 27, 4:00 p.m.
Join Cantor Sheri Blum, an all-star 
lineup of musicians and the Adult and 
Junior Choirs of B’nai Israel for the 
annual Sabbath of Song celebration. This 
year’s even honors the centennial of the 
late, legendary conductor and composer 
Leonard Bernstein, a longtime resident 
of Fairfield. For more details, see the 
story on Page 1.

Two Books, Two Movies: Session #3
Saturday, February 3, 4:00-6:00 p.m.
Join us in the Social Hall for the third 
session in our CONECT series on race 
in America, as we view selections 
from the film “13th.” Filmmaker Ava 
DuVernay explores the history of racial 
inequality in the United States, focusing 
on the fact that the nation’s prisons are 
disproportionately filled with African-
Americans. You did not have to attend 
our first two sessions to join us for this 
one; newcomers are encouraged and 
welcome! A discussion will follow the 
screening, as well as a brief Havdalah.
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Rabbi Prosnit Discretionary Fund
Bonnie Alterman, in memory of Miriam 
and Ed Payess.
Lori Berger, in memory of father, Lester 
Davis.
Caryn and David Berry, in honor of 
Brooke’s Bat Mitzvah, and in appreciation 
to Rabbi Prosnit.
Marilyn Bissell, in memory of David 
Ziller.
Barbara Boyarsky, David Boyarsky 
and Janis Boyarsky Schiff, in honor of 
Sam Boyarsky, on the occasion of his 90th 
birthday.
Sandy and Rich Friedman & Sheila 
Madow, in appreciation of Rabbi Prosnit 
for the memorial service for Marshall 
Madow.
Andrea and Dennis Feinberg, in honor 
of Gloria and Richard Sheiman’s 50th 
wedding anniversary.
Janice and Bernie Jacobs, in memory of 
Marilyn Gerber.
Janet Jurow, in memory of sister, Marion 
Keller.
Beth Lazar, in memory of mother, 
Shirley Greenberg Lazar. 
Aleksey and Raisa Ledvich, in memory 
of grandmother, Feiga Vengerovskaya; in 
memory of aunt, Shelya Sotnik.
The Lubin Family, a donation.
Dan and Terri Green, in recognition of 
Rabbi Prosnit’s wonderful service at Zach 
and Michelle’s wedding.
Laura Sydney Pulton, in honor of Jake’s 
engagement.
Beth and Randy Reich & Family, get-
well wishes to Elaine Silverman.
Becky and Rich Rosen, in memory of 
Erich and Renée Bloch.
Anthony Rountos, in memory of Sandy 
Small, husband of Roberta Small.
Gail, Ed, Dustin and Tamara Schriffert, 
in memory of father and grandfather, 
Harry Vineberg, on his 22nd yahrzeit.
Roberta Small & Family, in appreciation 
to Rabbi Prosnit for the beautiful funeral 
service for Sandy Small.
Cleo and Jon Sonneborn, in loving 
memory of Clark “Rowdy” Rawdon; in 
honor of Richard and Joanne Krantz, on 
the marriage of daughter, Elizabeth, to 
Neil Gillies.
Esther Spiegel, in memory of Sandy 
Small, husband of Roberta Small.
Eileen and Howard Tolk, in loving 

memory of stepmother, grandmother and 
great grandmother, Beulah Tolk.
Dr. Norman and Marilyn S. Weinstein, 
in memory of Jennie Rome Weinstein; in 
memory of Albert Weinstein, M.D.
Sharon Zamkoff, in memory of Sandy 
Small, husband of Roberta Small, and in 
honor of a truly wonderful congregation.

Rabbi Schultz Discretionary Fund
Judi and David Beier, in loving memory 
of grandmother, Celia Mehl.
Caryn and Dave Berry, in honor of 
Brooke’s Bat Mitzvah and in appreciation 
to Cantor Blum.
David and Susan Glucksman, in 
memory of Bernard Gucksman; with 
thanks to Rabbi Schultz.
Don and Wendy Hyman, in appreciation 
of Rabbi Schultz.
Geoffrey and Melanie Kooris, in honor 
of the naming of Camille Vivienne Lazar, 
granddaughter of Don and Wendy Hyman.
Beth Lazar, in memory of uncle, Robert 
Lazar.
The Lubin Family, a donation.
Beth and Randy Reich & Family, with 
wishes to Debbie and Michael Weisman 
for happiness in their new home.

Music Fund
Don and Wendy Hyman, in appreciation 
of Cantor Blum.
Roger Jackson, in honor of Naomi 
Schaffer’s “special” birthday.
Geoffrey and Melanie Kooris, in 
memory of fathers, Domonic Correnti and 
Joseph Kooris.
Carol Krim, Joanne Kant, record that 
beautiful voice for your grandchild.
Beth Lazar, in loving memory of great 
aunt, Esther Epstein.
Judith and Stanley Lessler, in loving 
memory of mother, Sophie Bretholtz.
Marilyn and Bob Shook, in memory of 
Sandy Small, husband of Roberta Small.

Enhancement Fund
Donations made in memory of Sandy 
Small, husband of Roberta Small, were 
made by:

Elaine Borno
Nancy Hicks
Gaines Construction Company

Lawrence A. Sax

Edie Baum, in loving memory of Jim 
Baum.
Barbara Berkowitz, in memory of 
husband, Barry Berkowitz.
Elaine Borno, in memory of father, 
Monny Levy.
Barbara Bresler, in loving memory of 
dear mother, Rena Milgram Pious.
Nancy Hicks, in honor of Roberta Small.
Michael Jacobson, in memory of father, 
Nathan Jacobson.
Alida and Al Kleban, in loving memory 
of father, Irving Kleban.
The Lubin Family, a donation.
Judith and Stanley Lessler, in memory 
of Sol Ruderman.
Nora Mayerson, in beloved memory of 
dear mother, Lily D.S. Shereshefsky.
Alan and Harriet Nelson, in memory 
of Derek Solomon, husband of Barbara 
Solomon.
Shari and Brian Nerreau, in memory of 
Celia Strow, mother of Lisa Mallon. 
Cleo and Jon Sonneborn, in memory 
of Anne Nowitz, mother of Barbara 
Liberman; in memory of Toba Buxbaum, 
mother of Ruth Gross.

Sylvia Prosnit Adult Education Fund
Elaine and Juda Chetrit, in memory of 
Natalie Bloom Cron Lebovitz, mother of 
Heidi Cron Gassel.
Bari Dworken, in memory of Sandy 
Small, husband of Roberta Small.
Sheila Kaminsky, in memory of Sandy 
Small, husband of Roberta Small.
Emily Lehrman and Adam Rosen, in 
honor of Anat Shiloach.
The Family of Esther Manashowitz, in 
memory of Esther Manashowitz and with 
deep gratitude to Rabbi Prosnit, Rabbi 
Schultz and the B’nai Israel community.

Nursery School Enrichment Fund
Laura Sydney Pulton, in honor of Gail 
Weinstein and the 30th Anniversary of 
Bonim Preschool.

Rabbi Martin Library Fund
Carol and Nate Barsky, in memory of 
daughter, Lynn Barsky Ryalls; in memory 
of Sandy Small, husband of Roberta 
Small.

Donations
Please note that only contributions of $10.00 or more will be acknowledged with a card and Bulletin listing.

Continued on the next page
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Dale and Jerry Demner, in memory of 
Jessie Demner, mother of Jerry Demner; 
in memory of Lorraine Hirsch, sister of 
Jerry Demner.

Prayer Book Fund
Gloria Katz, in memory of Sandy Small, 
husband of Roberta Small.

Mazon
Andrea and Dennis Feinberg, in loving 
memory of Shirley Zwecker. 
Beth Lazar, in memory of aunts, Janet 
Greenberg, Roz Greenberg and Lea Lazar.

Religious School Enrichment Fund
Don and Wendy Hyman, in memory of 
Richard Wise, father of Ira Wise.
The Lubin Family, a donation.
William and Lorraine Smith, in memory 
of brother, Harry Smith; in memory of 
stepmother, Fanny Smith; in memory of 
Richard Wise, father of Ira Wise.

Kenneth and Rita Weinstein, in memory 
of Albert Weinstein.

Rabbi Arnold Sher Social Action Fund
David Berkowitz and Anne Watkins, 
and the Helen & William Mazer 
Foundation, a donation.
Ellen and Larry Dinkes, in honor of 
the Bar Mitzvah of Noah Kingsly, son of 
Kenneth and Katherine Kingsly.
Bari Dworken, in memory of Grace 
Moritz, mother of Susan Roth.
Anne and Mark Kirsch, in memory of 
Grace Moritz, mother of Susan Roth.
Barbara and Rob Liberman, in memory 
of dad, Ed Nowitz; get-well wishes to 
Randy Reich.
Chris and George Markley, in 
celebration of Sam Boyarsky’s special 
birthday.
The Meno Family, in memory of Sandy 
Small, husband of Roberta Small.
Shari and Brian Nerreau, in memory of 
Grace Moritz, mother of Susan Roth.
Laura Sydney Pulton, in memory of 
Esther Manashowitz, mother of Sheryl 
Santiago; in memory of Donald Sappern, 
father of Laurie Gaugler.

Laurie and Daniel Schopick, in memory 
of Clara Kahn’s mother; in memory 
of Anne Nowitz, mother of Barbara 
Liberman.

Vision Loan Reduction Fund
Linda and Gene Koski, in appreciation 
of Congregation B’nai Israel.
Patti and Samuel Rosenberg, in memory 
of Sandy Small, husband of Roberta 
Small; in memory of Richard Wise, father 
of Ira Wise.

Jim Abraham Education Fund for 
Jewish Leadership
Andrea Goodman and Jeff Ackerman, 
in memory of Richard Wise, father of Ira 
Wise.
Eileen and Howard Tolk, in loving 
memory of father, Maurice Velenchik.

Alan Weinstein Scholarship Fund
Joni and Michael Greenspan, get-well 
wishes to Allan Alper; get-well wishes to 
Ellen Rost; good luck to Elizabeth and 
Peter Russell in their new home.

Gillette Judaic Enrichment Fund
Donations in memory of Richard Wise, 
father of Ira Wise, were made by:

David Abbey and Deborah Goodman
Keri, Jason, Jack, Alex and Ella Adwin
Bonnie Alterman
Claire L. Baker
Judi and David Beier
Michael and Judy Green Blumenthal
Laura and Bruce Braverman
Paul and Patricia Buchbinder
Marty and Alayne Burger 
Elaine and Juda Chetrit
Marla, David, Jack and Sara 
Dankenbrink
Beth Doris and Michael Moses
Barbara and Mark Edinberg
Joni and Michael Greenspan
Joan, Richard, Matthew and Michael 
Kalmans
Gloria Katz
Janice, Marc and Matthew Katz
Geoffrey and Melanie Kooris
Richard and Joanne Krantz
Carol Krim
Beth Lazar
Leonard Lowy
George and Chris Markley
Samuel Miller

DONATIONS
From Page 9

(203) 336-1858 • www.cbibpt.org
The Bulletin of Congregation B’nai Israel is published every month except July.

James Prosnit, D.D. ............................... Rabbi

Evan Schultz .......................................... Rabbi

Arnold I. Sher, D.D. ............... Rabbi Emeritus

Sheri E. Blum, D.M.  ............................ Cantor

Ramon Gilbert, D.M. ............ Cantor Emeritus

Ira J. Wise, D.J.R.E. ............ Temple Educator

Robert H. Gillette, R.J.E .... Educator Emeritus

Alexa Cohen …....... Early Childhood Director

Officers
Michael Blumenthal .............................. President
Shari Nerreau .......................... 1st Vice President
Jill Elbaum .................................... Vice President
Jim Greenberg ............................... Vice President
Larry Levine ................................. Vice President
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Perry Molinoff ....................... Assistant Treasurer
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Joe Varon .............................. Financial Secretary
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Max Fink & Jenna Rosenstein  .......................................................................  BIFTY Co-Presidents
Scott L. Smith ............................................................................................................... Bulletin Editor

Congregation B’nai Israel, founded in 1858, seeks to be a vibrant Reform synagogue dedicated to the 
perpetuation of Jewish life and values within the framework of contemporary American Judaism. We 
are a gateway to Judaism for all. The Congregation B’nai Israel Bulletin publishes monthly 11 times 
a year (except July). To submit an article, announcement or ad to the Bulletin, please contact Editor 
Scott Smith at ssmith@cbibpt.org. Submissions are due by the first day of the month preceding the 

publication month. We reserve the right to edit all submissions for length or style.
Continued on page 15
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Do you teenagers think B’nai Israel is just about Religious School? Encourage them to join the fun at BIFTY. Details on Page 6

Obstetrics & Gynecology
Board Certified

3180 Main Street
Bridgeport, CT
06606

Phone: (203) 374-0404

Steven M. Soberman, M.D.
Daniel S. Gottschall, M.D.

Certified Mohalim

Family Owned and Operated Since 1920

Shop 24/7
By Phone or Website

Bar, Bat Mitzvahs and Weddings Our Specialty

(203) 255-0461

Hansen’s Flower Shop

The financial community 
supports the B’nai Israel 

Bulletin:

Edward P. Burger, CPA        

Luise M. Burger, CPA 

Your Bar/Bat Mitzvah 
Begins at the Courtyard Shelton

Contact Event Planner Nicole Knapik
at nknapik@waterfordhotelgroup.com

or by calling (203) 929-1500.

780 Bridgeport Ave., Shelton, CT 06484
sheltoncourtyard.com

SPECIAL ROOM RATES





CREATIVE CUISINE
EVENTS UP TO 200 GUESTS

C

M

Y

CM

MY

CY

CMY

K

Temple Ad_final.pdf   1   10/28/2016   3:28:58 PM

203-257-9044                       Amy@SuccessTutoringLLC.com

Amy L. Kaplan
Director
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means successful learning
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The following members 
of the legal community 
join together in  their 
support of  the B’nai 

Israel Bulletin:

Ken Beck
Eric Broder

Marcia Cohen
Mark A. Kirsch
Richard Krantz 

Andrew R. Lubin
George Markley
Daniel Schopick
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We want you in the Bulletin! Send your news to editor Scott L. Smith at ssmith@cbibpt.org.

The following members of the medical community join 
together in their support of the B’nai Israel Bulletin:

Dr. Andrea Hagani 

Dr. Robert D. Chessin

Dr. David F. Bindelglass

Dr. Alan M. Nelson

Dr. Glenn M. Rich

Dr. Lawrence Dinkes

Dr. Kenneth Rabine

Dr. George P. Kelly

Dr. Howard B. Twersky

Dr. Martha Yepes Small

Dr. Edward Portnay

Dr. Michael Connolly

Dr. Kenneth Kingsly

Dr. Mark J. Hotchkiss

Dr. Andrew Levi

Dr. Jared Selter

Dr. Geoffrey Gladstein

Dr. Rachel E. Sheiman

Dr. Brian King

Dr. Abraham Fridman 

Dr. Katherine J. Pesce

Dr. Nicholas Blondin
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 Friday, January 5
    6:00 p.m. Service 
   Torah Portion – Sh’mot, 

Exod. 1:1-6:1
   Haftarah – Isaiah 27:6-

28:13; 29:22-23
  
Saturday, January 6
 8:00 a.m. Service
 9:00 a.m. Brotherhood Breakfast
 9:30 a.m. Torah Study
    9:30 a.m. Young Families Havurah

Friday, January 12
   6:00 p.m. Service – A Shabbat 

to Save the World – in 
honor of Martin Luther 
King, Jr. 
Weekend - Dinner and 
Film “I Will Not Be 
Silent” (See P. 8) 

     Torah Portion – Va-eira, 
Exod. 6:2-9:35

   Haftarah – Ezekiel 28:25- 
29:21 or Isaiah 66:1-13, 
23

                     
Saturday, January 13
 8:00 a.m. Service
 9:00 a.m. Brotherhood Breakfast
 9:30 a.m. Torah Study
    9:30 a.m. Young Families Havurah

Friday, January 19
   6:00 p.m.  Service 

Torah Portion – Bo, 
Exod. 10:1-13:16 
Haftarah – Jeremiah 
46:13-28

Saturday, January 20 
 8:00 a.m. Service
 9:00 a.m. Brotherhood Breakfast
 9:30 a.m. Torah Study
     9:30 a.m. Young Families Havurah

  11:00 a.m.   Bat Mitzvah of Samantha 
Cramer, daughter of 
Rachel Cramer and  
Paul Cramer

Friday, January 26
   5:30 p.m. Mishpacha Shabbat – Out 

of the Building
 6:00 p.m.  Service 

Torah Portion – 
Beshallah, Exod. 13:17-
17:16 
Haftarah – Judges 4:4-
5:31

Saturday, January 27
 8:00 a.m. Service
 9:00 a.m. Brotherhood Breakfast
 9:30 a.m. Torah Study
    9:30 a.m. Young Families Havurah
  11:00 a.m.    Bar Mitzvah of Benjamin 

Kraft, son of David Kraft 

Shabbat Service Schedule
(Fridays at 6:00 p.m. where indicated, preceded by an Oneg Shabbat at 5:30 p.m.)

Pillar of Congregation 
Luise and Ed Burger 
Steve and Jill Elbaum 
Joy and David Herbst  
Susan and Richard Preminger 
Jerry Saunders and Elaine Appellof 
Serena and Arnie Sher
Mindy and Jeff Siegel  
Alice Siegel 

Benefactor of Congregation 
Alan and Harriet Nelson   
    
President’s Circle 
Carson and Robert Berkowitz 

Joni and Michael Greenspan 
Gerry and Harvey Levine  
Debora and Michael Weisman 

High Holy Day Appeal 
Contribution 
Edith Baum  
Fredelle Cederbaum 
Andrea and Dennis Feinberg 
Sidney Fialk 
Steven and Barbara Gersen 
Geoffrey Gladstein 
Daniel and Terri Green  
Sara Laden and Jim Grutzmacher 
Victor and Irma Gurvitz  

Judith Hochstadt 
Shirley Jacob Lantz  
Hallie Levine   
Alice Madwed  
Ernest Malecki 
George and Chris Markley 
Nora Mayerson  
Karin Newman 
Linda Liefland & Jon Orleans 
Bernice and Paul Rosch 
Sheryl Santiago   
Twody and Bob Schless  
Daniel and Laurie Schopick 
Laura Sydney-Pulton 
Lori and Dan Underberger

High Holy Day Appeal 
(Thank you to our most recent contributors)

DONATIONS
From Page 10

Augusta S. Mueller
Bob and Helen Natt
Joan and Alan Newman
Judy and Peter Panthauer
Beth and Randy Reich & Family
Lis and George Ruderman
 

School Volunteer Association of 
Bridgeport
Serena and Arnie Sher
Elaine and Marc Silverman
Jonathan and Cleo Sonneborn
Debbie, Dan, Matthew & Jaime Viens
Jesse Weiss
The Weisman/Silberman Family
Ken and Cindy West
 

The Westchester/Fairfield Association 
of Temple Educators

Joni and Michael Greenspan, in honor 
of Andrew Berkman’s Bar Mitzvah.

BIFTY Greenwald Scholarship Fund
George and Chris Markley, in memory 
of Grace Moritz, mother of Susan Roth.
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Next Mitzvah
Morning to Aid
MLK Day Event

Make this Martin Luther King, Jr. Day a 
day ON, not a day off!  

Join us on Monday, January 15, for our 
next Mitzvah Morning as we participate 
in the University of Bridgeport Day 
of Service. B’nai Israel congregants 
will work with our Greater Bridgeport 
neighbors on various service projects. 

The Mitzvah Morning involvement will 
take place from 9:30 a.m. to Noon. Look 
for more details about the event and how 
to register in Hashavua and the temple 
website (www.cbibpt.org).  

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Day of Service 
is an event hosted around the country to 
celebrate the life and mission of the Dr. 
King. The University of Bridgeport has 
hosted this event each Martin Luther 
King Jr. holiday since 2006.

Working closely with Service for Peace, 
the University of Bridgeport organizes 

meaningful service projects around the 
greater Bridgeport area. Past projects 
include work at local food pantries, 
knitting for hospice care patients, visiting 
elderly care facilities and painting.

Mitzvah Mornings are monthly efforts 
by B’nai Israel congregants to help build 

a better Bridgeport community. Past 
efforts have included helping veterans in 
need, planting a community garden and 
serving meals at a local food kitchen. 
For upcoming events, check Hashavua, 
the Bulletin and the temple website, or 
contact Shari Nerreau with questions at 
snerrau@cbibpt.org. 

Credit: University of Bridgeport News

Rabbi Schultz and his son Koby help out at the 2017 Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Day of Service. You can take 
part in this year’s event, on Monday, January 15.


