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April 
Highlights

Learning From Students
Another school shooting seems to illict 
the same response, but perhaps this time 
is different. Rabbi Prosnit discusses the 
impact of student activism, on Page 3.

A Hit With Our Teens
Find out why more B’nai Israel 
teenagers  are joining BIFTY, like the 
ones, above, participating in the temple 
youth group’s recent Broadway Night. 
See Page 6.

Are We a Community?
A visit to a unique Jewish recovery 
center raises questions about our future 
as a congregation. Join the conversation 
with Ira Wise, on Page 7.
 
A Mitzvah For Newborns
Join us for this month’s Mitzvah 
Morning, helping to make blankets 
for the Tiny Miracles Foundation. See 
Page 8.
 
Also Inside:
Rabbi Search Update ...................... P.2 
Yom Ha Shoah ............................... P.2
Rabbi Schultz ................................. P.5 
Bonim ............................................. P.6 
Adult Learning ............................... P.8 
Shabbat Services .......................... P.15

Honoring 4 Unsung Heroines

Continued on Page 4

They have touched every part of life at 
B’nai Israel, so you will have a hard time 
finding anyone to argue that Barbara 
Abraham, Janet Jurow, Liz Nigrosh and 
Naomi Schaffer do not deserve to be this 
year’s Spring Celebration honorees.

Except if you ask the four of them.

“It feels very strange,” Janet says. “I 
feel there are so many people who do so 
much, and to be singled out in this way 
feels very strange.”

Her fellow nominees used terms like 
“awkward” and “surprised” at being 
recognized. “I don’t understand why I was 
chosen,” Naomi says. “I don’t understand 
because there are other people who do a 
lot more than I do that could have been 

chosen. But the idea of honoring four 
people who do a lot of little things is nice 
because it sends a message to everybody 
else that you don’t have to spend your 
whole life in the building or on the board 
and an office running every committee; 
you can do little things to contribute to 
the synagogue.”

Join us on the evening of Thursday, May 
31, to send a loud message of thanks to 
these four women who do a lot of little 
things, even if they keep trying to deflect 
the well-earned praise. “I want to help 
the congregation, I want to help the 
synagogue,” Liz says. “It’s less about me. 
I feel good about coming to synagogue. 
The Jewish experience at Shabbat and 
holidays, along with the people here, are 
the great motivators.” 

Connect with your culture, discover 
your history, and forge a deeper bond 
with your congregation with this special 
program. Find out where you come from 
by taking a MyHeritage DNA test.

Participation is as easy as 1-2-3!
1. See Lynn Lynn in the Temple 

office (lynn@cbibpt.org) to 
purchase your MyHeritage 
kit. She’ll note your and your 
family’s ID numbers for later 
reference. 

2. Go home, register your kit 
online.

3. Collect your sample by taking a 
simple cheek swab and mail it 
to MyHeritage in the envelope 
provided.

In four to six weeks, you’ll receive your 
personal results via e-mail.  

The cost is $80 per kit, less than the cost 
of the kit alone when you order online. 

Please note that MyHeritage DNA 
analysis is for ancestry-related purposes 
only. It does not contain any medical 
information.  

Then comes the Big Reveal: 

On Friday, May 11, join us for a Shabbat 
dinner gathering where you’ll be invited 
to share your results (if you so desire) 
with the congregation. You should mail 
your sample by April 6 to get your 

Discover a Deeper Connection

Continued on Page 4
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Sharing Our Joy
Justin and Brenda Kreuzer, in celebration 
of the marriage of son, Neil Kreuzer to 
Bruna K.
Laurel Greenberg, in celebration of being 
honored by the Trumbull Rotary Club for 
her wonderful service to the community.

Welcome, New 
Members
A warm welcome to our newest members.  
We look forward to their participation in our 
many programs and hope their affiliation 
will not only enrich their lives, but that of 
our congregation.

Vincent and Margo Litz, Dylan & 
Grayson
Pioneer Trail, Trumbull

Sincere Sympathy
We extend our sympathy to the bereaved 
families of:

Michael Nathanson,  father of Jonathan 
Nathanson
Josh Twersky, father of Howard Twersky
Harold Levy, husband of Rochelle Levy, 
father of Marc Levy and Jay Levy
Elaine Phillip, mother of Suzanne Phillip
Stella Gorokhovsky, mother of Inna 
Shapiro
Lillian Liberman, mother of Lynn 
Blueweiss and Rob Liberman

Following Rabbi Prosnit’s February 
announcement of his plan to retire 
in June 2019, the Temple’s Board 
created a Committee, charged with 
recommending the next Senior Rabbi, 
which then sent this email to the 
Congregation: 
 
Dear friends,

We are delighted to share with you that 
the following members of Congregation 
B’nai Israel have agreed to serve on the 
Rabbinic Planning Committee (RPC), 
which will be responsible for making 
a recommendation to the Board of 
Trustees regarding who will serve as our 
Senior Rabbi following the retirement 
of Rabbi Prosnit in June 2019: Jake 
Bogner, Jonathan Dizney, Eric Gross, 
Debbie Hochhauser, Andi Kern, Mark 
Kirsch, Jeremy Kortmansky, Emily 
Lehrman, Annie Ringelheim, Judy 
Weinstein, Michael Blumenthal – ex 
officio, and Shari Nerreau – ex officio. 
 
We also want to let you know that our 
Associate Rabbi, Evan Schultz, having 
been ordained for more than five years, 
is eligible to serve as Senior Rabbi 
for a congregation of B’nai Israel’s 
size under the rules of the Central 

Conference of American Rabbis. Rabbi 
Schultz is interested in the position and 
this important factor will obviously 
play a role in the committee’s process. 
  
Among the RPC’s first priorities will 
be developing a plan to solicit and 
gather input on this important decision 
from all facets of the B’nai Israel 
community. … We will keep you 
informed and look forward to hearing 
your thoughts as we proceed with 
plans for this important transition in 
our congregation’s rabbinic leadership. 
  
George Markley and Amy Rich 
Co-chairs
Rabbinic Planning Committee 

UPDATE: Since that initial email, the 
Committee held its first meeting and is 
now working with the Look to the Future 
Committee to plan opportunities for 
congregants to share their vision for the 
future, including rabbinic leadership. 
The committee will communicate 
details of these meetings and hopes 
congregants will attend and share their 
thoughts. Many have already emailed 
the Committee, which you can do 
at RPC@cbibpt.org.

Rabbinic Planning Committee

Breslow Heads 
North
B’nai Israel alumnus Craig Breslow 
headed north of the border to continue 
his professional baseball career, heading 
to Spring Training with the Toronto Blue 
Jays.

The left-handed pitcher’s career includes 
a World Series title with the Boston Red 
Sox, as well as stops in Arizona, Oakland, 
Minnesota, Florida and San Diego. He 
also helped Team Israel qualify for the 
World Baseball Classic.

Join with the Greater Bridgeport 
community as we remember the victims 
of the Holocaust with a series of events 
commemorating Yom Ha Shoah.

The Jewish Community Service 
and Prayer will convene at Jewish 
Senior Services, 4200 Park Avenue in 
Bridgeport, on Wednesday, April 11, at 
7:00 p.m.

Fairfield University will hold a 
remembrance service on Thursday, 
April 12, at 4:30 p.m., featuring Esther 
Geizhals, a survivor of Auschwitz and 

Bergen Belsen.

Also, on Wednesday, April 25, at 7:30 
p.m., join us for the Town of Fairfield 
Annual Holocaust Commemoration 
at First Church Congregational, 148 
Beach Road in Fairfield. The featured 
speaker will be Endre (Andy) Sarkany, 
who lived through not only the Nazi 
occupation of Hungary, but also the 
subsequent Communist regime, before 
escaping after the Hungarian uprising 
in October, 1956. He is now a resident 
of New Haven.

Remembering The Shoah
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From the Rabbi’s Desk/Rabbi James Prosnit

Guns Again, But This Time Maybe We’ll Learn 
From Our Students

The weekend before the horrific 
shootings in Parkland, Florida, we were 
in Washington, D.C., on the annual 
confirmation trip to the L’takein seminar 
run by the Religious Action Center of the 
URJ. Our students, along with almost 
500 others from across the country, 
spent the weekend studying a number 
of current issues that impact our nation. 
With the help of the RAC staff, they 
considered a variety of topics through a 
lens imbued with Jewish values and then 
wrote position papers so that on Monday 
morning they could go up to Capitol 
Hill and lobby aides of our members of 
Congress. 

One of the topics that three of our students 
addressed was gun violence and the 
absence of even the most commonsense 
legislation.

Here’s some of what they had to say.

Hello my name is Noah Giglietti, and 
along with Jackson Weisman and Henry 
Szuchman. We are here on behalf of 
the Religious Action Center for Reform 
Judaism from Congregation B’nai Israel 
in Bridgeport. We are in favor of passing 
the Background Check Completion Act. 
… As the book of Leviticus says, “Do 
not stand idly by while your neighbor’s 
blood is shed.” We, as Reform Jews, 
cannot stand by and watch as thousands 
of people are impacted by gun violence.  

Over 30,000 people are killed from 
gun violence each year. Those are at 
least 30,000 families broken, 30,000 
communities affected, and an infinite 
number of lives changed. 

“He who takes one life, it is as though he 
has destroyed the universe, and he who 
saves one life, it is as though he has saved 
the universe.” This saying comes from a 
rabbi’s commentary in the Talmud, … 
The fact that we as a society have begun 
to normalize gun violence casualties 
points to the troubled direction our 
country is headed in. In the first 41 days 
of the New Year, there have been at least 

27 mass shootings reported. 35 people 
have been killed, and an astounding 103 
have been wounded. …. In fact, seven 
people under the age of 19 die a day to 
the bullet of a gun. Most importantly, 
these are not just numbers. Every single 
one of these victims was a person, a 
friend, a family member. If we can save 
even one life with the Background Check 
Completion Act, then as the Talmud said, 
we save a universe.

That was two days before the shootings 
in Florida.

 
And I must admit that on that Wednesday 
when the news first broke, I was more 
disheartened than ever. All weekend long 
we told the kids that their voices matter 
and that they can change the world. We 
told them that their views are respected, 
that not only will they be voters in a few 
years, but our elected officials value 
the opinions even of teenagers. They’re 
taught that they and all the other students 
have unique access to the democratic 
process. 

And then we bore witness to another 
school shooting where easy access to an 
assault weapon, by a person who should 
not have had one, laid bare Congress’ 
inability to craft even commonsense gun 
legislation. I wondered if I had lied and 
misled our Confirmands to think they 
could do more than they could. 

The good news, however, is that in the 
days since, it has been the voices of 
the students, not only from Margery 
Stoneman Douglas High School, but 
from across the nation – students like 
Noah and Jackson and Henry who may 
be leading us to a tipping point on this 
particular issue. My prayer is that these 
articulate and passionate young people 
have the staying power to make a 
difference.     

I am reminded of the late writer and social 
activist Elie Wiesel, who tells this story: 
 
A righteous man came to the wicked city 
of Sodom and pleaded with the people to 
change their ways. No one listened.

Finally, he sat in the middle of the city, 
and simply screamed.

Someone asked him, “Do you think that 
will change anyone in this town?”

“No,” said the righteous man, “but at 
least, they will not change me.”

If nothing else, how good it is to teach 
our students to scream – with the hopes 
that they are the ones who may be able 
to change our culture and to heal our 
nation’s wounds!

The seemingly endless string of school 
shootings touch us all, but the February 
shooting at Marjory Stoneman Douglas 
High School in Parkland, Fla., hit our 
family in a way we could never have 
imagined. One of the victims, freshman 
Alex Schachter, was the son of my wife 
Susan’s cousin, Max.

We join with the B’nai Israel community 
to make sure this never happens again 
to any family, anywhere. We ask that 
you speak up, take action or make a 

donation to the cause or group that 
you believe can make our children safe 
when they go to school.

We offer as an option the Alex Schachter 
Fund, which Alex’s family started in his 
memory to promote school safety and 
music education (Alex played trombone 
in the marching band). If you so choose, 
you can contribute at: https://www.
gofundme.com/lifeislikearollercoaster. 

n	Scott L. Smith

For Our Children: Never Again
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Liz is one of the lay leaders for Shiva 
services, helps to lead High Holy Day 
services each year in the tent along with 
Anne Kirsch, and occasionally helps fill 
for Cantor Blum. She previously taught 
in the preschool (now Bonim), served on 
the Board of Trustees, and led the Caring 
Committee (now Chesed).

Janet’s contributions include chairing the 
Religious Practices Committee, serving 
on the Board of Trustees, co-chairing the 
Sisterhood, also subbing for Cantor Blum 
and her predecessor, Cantor Gilbert, 
conducting Shiva minyans for fellow 
congregants, and leading Torah study. 

Naomi’s volunteer resume includes the 
choir, the Sisterhood, chanting Torah, the 
Religious Practices Committee and the 
Board of Trustees. She also spearheads 
arrangements for the Oneg that precedes 
the Friday night Shabbat service. So you 
can thank her for the relaxing drink and a 
nosh we enjoy before our prayers.

Barbara’s contributions at B’nai Israel 
include serving on the Caring Committee 
and currently acting as Program 
coordinator, providing educational 
programs. She was a member of the 
rabbinic search committee when Rabbi 
Prosnit was hired and a participant 
in Synagogue 2000. She has a deep 
commitment to the synagogue as did her 
late husband (Jim Abraham served as 
congregation president). 

“I would say that in a family where one is 
extremely involved, that person can’t do 
it without the support at home,” Barbara 
says, adding with a laugh, “I won’t say 
I was the power behind the throne, but I 
will say I was the support behind that.” 

Barbara also was a trailblazer as one of 

the few women at the Saturday morning 
Shabbat services in the days when it was 
a men’s service. 

All of the honorees cite the support of the 
temple community for them, including 
adult Bat Mitzvahs for Barbara and 
Janet, who calls it her “gift from B’nai 
Israel.” Each of them stresses the need to 
give back to ensure we remain a thriving, 
caring community.

“The synagogue – ours, any synagogue 
– doesn’t exist unless there’s people like 
Liz, Naomi and Janet and myself who 
are committed to the place and do what 
is important to keep it going,” Barbara 
says. “And I feel that’s the way I’ve been 
for 45 years despite the fact that I’ve 
never been on the board.”

“For me it’s just important that that 
community be available for me and other 
people,” Naomi says, “and it’s only going 
to be available if people get involved and 
make things happen.”

Every bit of involvement can have a 
major impact, Janet says: “It’s that one 
person asking you, one person saying to 

you, ‘Can I help you,’ that one person 
who introduces you the community.”

Liz says just get involved in some way 
and you will find your connection to 
B’nai Israel continues to grow over time. 
“Participating in Jewish, synagogue 
experiences can feel to many people like 
you have to know it before you do it, but 
you really have to do it in order to know 
it. And I think for a lot of people it can 
feel contrived to participate in services 
if you are new to that, but if you don’t 
come, you won’t know.”

To learn more about the May 31 
celebration, check out upcoming editions 
of Hashavua and next month’s Bulletin. 

Do you want to save the date to honor 
Liz, Janet, Naomi and Barbara? Would 
you like to volunteer to help us with the 
celebration? Contact Judy Blumenthal, 
Anne Kirsch or Andrea Kern through 
the temple office at (203) 336-1858 or 
by emailing Lynn Lynch there at lynn@
cbibpt.org. 

Heroines............................................................................. From Page 1

Follow us on Instagram at Cbipt.

Join us on May 31 to honor four outstanding women – from left, Liz Nigrosh, Janet Jurow, Naomi Schaffer and 
Barbara Abraham – for their often unsung contributions to Congregation B’nai Israel.

results in time to participate. The cost 
of the Shabbat dinner is included in the 
purchase of your DNA kit.

The evening will feature a guest speaker, 
direct from MyHeritage’s Or Yehuda 

headquarters, wo will talk about Jewish 
heritage and the unique challenges of 
tracing our DNA. 

Cousins matching (optional): 
MyHeritage will analyze the results 

from all participants in our group to 
identify close and distant relatives 
among us. You may find that your 
friends are actually your cousins!

DNA...................................................................................... From Page 1
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From the Rabbi’s Study/Rabbi Evan Schultz

I love Fiddler. But We Need a New One.

Tradition, tradition… Tradition!

These words rippled through a packed 
sanctuary at Congregation Rodeph 
Sholom just a few months ago, as 
I joined with an ensemble cast of 
community clergy, professional staff 
and lay leaders for a staged reading of 
the hit Broadway show, Fiddler on the 
Roof. The room was all smiles, as 300-
plus voices joined together to sing all of 
the familiar melodies and tunes from the 
show. Tevye’s familiar jokes still make 
us laugh. The love stories still warm our 
hearts. The expulsion from Anatevka still 
makes us cry. Fiddler in so many ways 
has become a key piece of the Jewish 
canon, so brilliantly telling the tragic 
story of Anatevka through music, humor, 
love, and of course… tradition.

As I left the synagogue that day, however, 
a thought continued to roll through my 
head. I love Fiddler. But we need a new 
one. 

The Jewish life portrayed in Fiddler, 
at least for me, no longer speaks to my 
life as a Jew today. When my children 
ask about our Jewish story, our Jewish 
identity, why they should go to Religious 
School or have a Bar or Bat Mitzvah, I 
don’t think showing them Fiddler on the 
Roof will offer a very compelling answer.
Sure, the big question that Jews have 
struggled with over the centuries has 
not changed: “How does one embrace 
modernity while still holding on to the 
sacred traditions of Judaism?” Tevye 
struggled with this question, and I think 
many of us still carry this question and 
are trying to answer it. But all of the 
details of their lives, the day-to-day 
questions that they struggle with, are so 
different from our own today. Our sense 
of Judaism, family roles, outside factors 
– these are all so vastly different in 2018 
America than they were in 1905 Pale of 
Settlement. 

Take the lyrics from “Tradition.” The 
Papas sing: 
 
Who day and night 
Must scramble for a living 
Feed the wife and children 
Say his daily prayers 
And who has the right 
As master of the house 
To have the final word at home? 

The Mamas sing:

Who must know the way to make a 
proper home? 
A quiet home, a kosher home 
Who must raise a family and run the 
home 
So papa’s free to read the holy book? 

In an era when I see many ethnicities, 

religious groups and races exploring 
what it means to be of their background 
in America today, I just do not see it 
happening in the Jewish community. 
There’s no Jewish version of the 
television show Blackish (I had hoped 
The Goldbergs would be that, but it 
hasn’t); no Disney movie like Moana 
where a Jewish child explores what his 
or her Jewish identity is really all about. 
I think many of our kids are proud to be 
Jewish today, but I’m not sure many of 
them can articulate why. 

Who are we in 2018 America? What do 
we stand for? How would we rewrite 
“Tradition” for our time and place? So to 
all of the Jewish authors and screenwriters 
out there, I put out this challenge: I love 
Fiddler. But it’s definitely time for a new 
one. 
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HERO’S WELCOME – 
Congregation President Michael 

Blumenthal presents Sherry Portnoy 
with B’nai Israel’s Mitzvah Hero 
award from the Federation for 
Jewish Philanthropy of Upper 
Fairfield County at a ceremony 

earlier this year.

BIFTY
It’s never too late to join BIFTY! We 
meet Thursdays from 7:15 to 8:45 p.m. 
in the BIFTY Lounge.

Here are our April events: 

•	 April 19 – Coachella too far away? 
We are bringing the music festival to 
BIFTY.

•	 April 26 – Experience what it’s like 
to be Superman, Wonder Woman, 
Batman and all your favorite 
superheroes at our Superhero 
program.

You also can: 

•	 Follow us on Instagram at cbi.bifty
•	 Like us on Facebook at “BIFTY 

2017-2018”

And if you have any questions, just 
email advisor Marisa Underberger at 
munderberger@cbibpt.org.

BIFTY (B’nai Israel Federation of 
Temple Youth) is open to everyone 
in grades 9-12. BIFTY also organizes 
social action events, such as cooking for 
our local soup kitchen and donating used 
Halloween costumes for children to use 
in Israel during Purim. The annual Yom 
Kippur food drive has generated tons of 
donations to the Connecticut Food Bank.

BIFTY is a member of NFTY-Northeast, 
which is comprised of more than 60 
youth groups from Massachusetts, 
Connecticut, Rhode Island, Maine, New 
Hampshire, Vermont, New York and 
Canada. 

Bonim Buzz/Alexa Cohen, Early Childhood Director

A New Summer Camp Experience 
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As I write this, I am attending a conference 
at Beit T’shuvah in Los Angeles. I 
have written about this amazing Jewish 
residential addiction recovery center 
before. Every morning, the 140 residents 
gather with one of the rabbis or spiritual 
counselors to learn Torah together. They 
focus on parshat hashavuah – the weekly 
Torah portion. This week is Parshat 
Vayakhel from the book of Exodus. This 
portion follows the story of the Golden 
Calf – that moment when the children of 
Israel were utterly divided and chaotic 
while Moses was on Mt. Sinai.

The name of the portion comes from the 
same Hebrew root that gives us the word 
Kehillah, which means “community.” The 
portion begins, “Moses then convoked 
the whole Israelite community.” One of 
the teachers at Beit T’shuvah, Rabbi Matt 
Shapiro, suggested that this gathering 
was the moment where the people 
became reunified after the trauma of the 
Golden Calf. He pointed out that in a true 
community, the individuals in it make a 
commitment to engage, to be involved 
with one another. They focus not only 
on the needs and goals of their own 
families, but on those of the others in the 
community.

Beit T’shuvah is such a community. The 
residents take on a variety of obligations. 
They commit to actively participating 
in their treatment, including counseling, 
12-step groups and regular group Torah 
study. They also commit to supporting 
one another through their words and 
behavior. They encourage one another 
to stay focused on their sobriety. They 
follow the house rules to ensure the 
safety – physical, emotional and spiritual 
– of everyone who lives or works there. 

One of the rabbis attending the program 
with me asked an interesting question: 
“We talk about our congregations as 
communities all the time. As I look at the 
community here, and how people engage 

with one another, I have to ask, ‘Are our 
congregations really communities in the 
same sense as the Torah describes? Are 
we engaging with one another? Do we 
have each other’s backs all the time?’” 

That question has stayed with me for 
days. Of course our congregation is a 
community. We are a community of 
learners. We gather every Shabbat as 
a worship community. We celebrate 
holidays as a community… you get 
the idea. At the same time, we are a 
community of 700 families (a home 
with one person is a family as much as 
one with five or six).  How often do each 
of those families – or even one adult 
member of each family – engage with the 
rest of us?  

This past month, did you attend a 
Shabbat service? Did you participate in 
the Mitzvah Morning? 

Did you celebrate Purim at the carnival 
or the service? Were you one of the 150-
plus people who saw “From Baghdad to 
Brooklyn”? 

Please do not think I am judging anyone. 
An essential facet of Reform Judaism 
means that we choose the ways we engage 
based on what we find to be meaningful. 
Please think of this as an invitation to 
become more connected – to one another, 
to God or your own sense of spirituality. 
I wonder if we all might get more out 
of being a part of this community if 
we engage more with one another. 
That doesn’t have to mean coming to a 
program. It might mean having coffee 
with a friend from temple. It might mean 
gathering with other families for a Seder 
– or simply letting the rabbis or cantor 
know that you have room for one or more 
members of our community at your Seder 
table and making them feel welcome.

Several weeks ago, one member of our 
community, Sherry Portnoy, volunteered 
to write and deliver the d’var Torah at 
a Shabbat morning service. Like many 
before her, she spent time studying the 
Torah portion and thinking about what 
she wanted to say about it. She also did 
something few others have done. She 
reached out to everyone she knew and 
invited them to come to that service to 
hear her teach about the Torah portion. 
She told us how much it would mean 
to her to have her community there to 
support her. The room was pretty full. I 
am proud to say I counted 21 current and 
former teachers who have worked with 
Sherry in our Religious School. 

Sherry and Rabbi Matt teach an important 
lesson: Our community is committed 
to you. What do you need? And as a 
member of our community, how will you 
connect and engage with the rest of us? 

Let’s talk!

L’shalom,

Ira J. Wise, D.J.R.E.
Director of Education 

Like us on Facebook. Visit the Congregation B’nai Israel page and join us online.

From the Education Center/Ira J. Wise

Making Community Happen

“Are our congregations 
really communities in the 
same sense as the Torah 

describes? Are we engaging 
with one another? Do we 

have each other’s backs all 
the time?” 

“Our community is 
committed to you. What do 
you need? And as a member 
of our community, how will 

you connect and engage 
with the rest of us?” 
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Adult Roundtable
Thursday, April 5 at Noon
Gloria Katz facilitates a 
discussion about current 
events for anyone who 

wants to go beyond the headlines. Join 
us the first Thursday of every month, and 
bring a sandwich, your opinion and an 

open mind.
 
Tzedakah: A Guide to 
the “Other” December 
Dilemma  

Mondays, April 2, 9, 16, 23, at 7:00 
p.m.
Each December, do you receive piles 
of solicitation letters and emails, asking 
you to make a donation to charity and/
or tzedakah? Do you feel overwhelmed, 
confused, filled with Jewish guilt? Yes, 
this is the “other” December dilemma. 
Don’t worry, Judaism can help. Our 
Rabbis had a lot to say on the issue. 
There really is a Jewish approach to 
giving. Hopefully this course with Rabbi 
Evan Schultz will help you give in an 

intentional and meaningful way come 
this December! You’ll be prepared! 

Israel at 70 – Years of Triumph and 
Turmoil
Fridays, April 13, 20, 27 and May 4 at 
Noon 
Join Rabbi Prosnit for this timely look 
into the accomplishments and challenges 
of the modern Jewish State

What’s happening at the Temple? Get Hashavua, our weekly email. Send your request to lynn@cbibpt.org. 

Adult Jewish Learning at 
Congregation B’nai Israel

Mitzvah Morning to Provide Blanket 
Protection to Newborns

Join us for the April Mitzvah Morning on 
Sunday, April 29, from 9:30 a.m. to noon. 
We will be making fleece isolette blankets, 
which will be distributed by the Tiny 
Miracles Foundation to local Neonatal 
Intensive Care Units and families. 

These blankets protect fragile preemies 
from harsh lights and sounds while adding 
bright color to the NICU.  
No sewing skills are required!!  All you 

need to do is cut and knot fleece – it’s 
easy and fun. This is a great, hands-
on mitzvah activity for congregants 
of all ages – adults, teens and kids.  

We will gather at the temple at 9:30 
a.m. for coffee and bagels and then 

get to work on the blankets until noon, 
or until all blankets are completed.  
Sign up to participate through the 
link in Hashavua, and on the temple 
website. If you have questions, email 
Lisa Broder at broderlisas@gmail.com. 

To learn more about the Tiny Miracles 
Foundation and the amazing support they 
provide to families throughout Fairfield 
County, visit their website at ttmf.org.  

Please sign up to donate blood as we 
host our next Red Cross blood drive on 
May 9 at the Temple. Watch Hashavua 
for more details or call the Temple office 
at (203) 336-1858.

To learn more about the blood donation 

process and to verify your eligibility, 
go to the American Red Cross website 
at https://www.redcrossblood.org/
donating-blood. 

We also would like to thank the 
volunteers who helped make our 

Presidents Day blood drive a success: 
Anne Kirsch, Jonathan Orleans, Lori 
Underberger, Myra Shapiro, Anat 
Shiloach, Jeffrey Schwartz, Michael 
Blumenthal, Barbara Edinburg, Johnny 
Flores, David Pressler, Caren Schwartz, 
Mark Nigrosh and Elizabeth Nigrosh.

We need you for the Congregation B’nai 
Israel Pave the Way campaign. Make a 
lasting impression on our community by 
purchasing an engraved brick that will 
help beautify our synagogue and ener-
gize our congregation. 

You can choose the bricks that best fit 
your legacy:

•	 4 inches x 8 inches, $118 – Three 

lines, 20 characters per line
•	 8 inches by 8 inches, $180 -- Eight 

lines, 20 characters per line

Additional enhancements can be added, 
too.

Sponsorship opportunities are also 
available. 

Our Pave the Way campaign website is 
now live at www.bricksrus.com/order/
conbi. Alternatively, you can download 
the order form and drop it off at the 
Temple office with your payment. For 
more information about the campaign, 
please contact Kristen Carley at kgcar-
ley@cbibpt.org.

Leave a Lasting Legacy At B’nai Israel

Blood Drive Set For May



9Donation Item of the Month: Pasta and sauce for St. John’s.

Donations
Please note that only contributions of $10.00 or more will be acknowledged with a card and Bulletin listing.

Continued on the next page

Rabbi Prosnit Discretionary Fund
Bonnie Alterman, Jeff, Amy, Sydney, 
Lauren & Colin, in memory of William 
Silverstein.
Randy Dorfman, in memory of Rose 
Welch, mother of Elaine Schwartz.
Bari Dworken, in appreciation of Rabbi 
Prosnit; in memory of Martin Dworken 
and Edward Dworken.
Laurie Gaugler, in appreciation of 
Rabbi Prosnit.
Laurel and Hank Greenberg, in 
memory of Richard Wise, father of Ira 
Wise; in loving memory of parents, Ruth 
C. and Sol H. Silverman.
Paula and Bob Herzlinger, in memory 
of Dr. Norman Weinstein, husband 
of Marilyn Weinstein, father of Judy 
Weinstein and Robert Weinstein.
Richard and Annette Schwarz Kaye, 
in memory of Saba Schwarz, mother of 
Annette Schwarz Kaye.
Justin and Brenda Kreuzer, in honor 
of the marriage of son, Neil Kreuzer, to 
Bruna K. 
Carol Krim, in appreciation of Rabbi 
Prosnit, and with joy for him and his 
family; in honor of a beautiful human 
being, my dear friend, Laurie Greenberg.
Beth Lazar, in honor of Sherry Portnoy 
receiving the Mitzvah Hero Award.
Paul, Jessica, Andra and Fred Locke 
& Families, in appreciation to Rabbi 
Prosnit for all he has done for our 
Parents and Families.
Carol and Rick Offenbach, in memory 
of parents, Sidney Loewith Goldstein 
and Helene Cohn Offenbach.
Elaine and Marty Schwartz & Family, 
with heartfelt gratitude and appreciation 
to Rabbi Prosnit.
Irving and Nancy Silverman, in 
memory of Dr. Norman Weinstein, 
husband of Marilyn Weinstein, father of 
Judy Weinstein.
Barbara Solomon & Family, in 
memory of Derek Solomon, and in 
appreciation of Rabbi Prosnit.
Kenneth and Rita Weinstein, in 
memory of Dr. Norman Weinstein, 
husband of Marilyn Weinstein, father of 
Judy Weinstein.

The Peter Weinstein Family, in 
memory of father, grandfather and great-
grandfather, Stanley Weinstein.
The Wunder Family Charitable Fund, 
in memory of Elaine Wunder.

Rabbi Schultz Discretionary Fund
Richard and Annette Schwarz Kaye, 
in memory of Saba Schwarz, mother of 
Annette Schwarz Kaye.
Ellen and Robert Sheiman, for Rod 
Brown, sending good-health wishes 
your way.
Barbara, Kerrith and Daniel 
Solomon, in memory of Derek 
Solomon, and with appreciation to 
Rabbi Schultz.

Music Fund
Laurie Gaugler, in appreciation of 
Cantor Blum.
Annette and Richard Kaye, in honor of 
Nancy and Jeff Oberman, on the birth of 
granddaughter, Peyton Alice Oberman.
David and Judith Pressler, in loving 
memory of Beatrice Pressler, mother 
of David Pressler; in loving memory 
of Cynthia Farber Stern, aunt of Judith 
Pressler.
Barbara Solomon & Family, in 
memory of Derek Solomon, and in 
appreciation of Cantor Blum.

Enhancement Fund
Donations in memory of Dr. Norman 
Weinstein, husband of Marilyn 
Weinstein, father of Judy Weinstein, 
were made by:

David Ball and Bonnie Slyn
Robin Kahn and George Johnston
Jeanne and Daniel Kleinman
Joan Rosenbaum
Ann Small

Susan Bauchner, in memory of mother, 
Bobby Kaplan.
Michael and Judy Green Blumenthal, 
in honor of Sherry Portnoy’s Mitzvah 
Hero Award.
Luise Mann Burger, in memory of 
Rose Welch, mother of Elaine Schwartz.

Marvin Gelfand, in memory of Anna 
Gelfand.
Michael and Joni Greenspan, in 
memory of father, Sidney Greenspan.
Ruthie and Eric Gross, in memory 
of Elaine Wunder, mother of Matthew 
Wunder; in memory of Rose Welch, 
mother of Elaine Schwartz; in honor of 
Sherry Portnoy receiving the Mitzvah 
Hero Award.
Al and Alida Kleban, in loving memory 
of our sister, Eleanor Levin.
Alice Madwed, in memory of husband, 
Albert Madwed.
Shari and Brian Nerreau, in memory 
of Josh Twersky, father of Howard 
Twersky; in memory of Elaine Wunder, 
mother of Matthew Wunder.
Judy Rankell, in memory of beloved 
husband, Al Rankell.
Larry and Marcy Shinbaum, in honor 
of Sherry Portnoy receiving the Mitzvah 
Hero Award.
Norman and Joan Suslock, in memory 
of Saul Suslock.

Nursery School Scholarship Fund
Chris and George Markley, in loving 
memory of Dr. Norman Weinstein, 
husband of Marilyn Weinstein, father of 
Judy Weinstein.
Gail and Peter Weinstein, in 
memory of Dr. Norman Weinstein, 
husband of Marilyn Weinstein, father 
of Judy Weinstein; congratulations 
to the Schlussel family on your 
special birthdays and anniversary; 
congratulations to Sandy Glassman on 
her special birthday; congratulations 
to Brian and Linda Barlaam on Drew’s 
engagement to Jessica Olderman; 
congratulations to Paula and Herb 
Greenberg on their special anniversary; 
congratulations to Ray and Ernie 
Goldstein on their special anniversary.
Judy and Bob Zeisler, in memory 
of Dr. Norman Weinstein, husband 
of Marilyn Weinstein, father of Judy 
Weinstein.

Rabbi Martin Library Fund
Susan Bauchner, in memory of 
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The Bulletin of Congregation B’nai Israel is published every month except July.

James Prosnit, D.D. ............................... Rabbi

Evan Schultz .......................................... Rabbi

Arnold I. Sher, D.D. ............... Rabbi Emeritus

Sheri E. Blum, D.M.  ............................ Cantor

Ramon Gilbert, D.M. ............ Cantor Emeritus

Ira J. Wise, D.J.R.E. ............ Temple Educator

Robert H. Gillette, R.J.E .... Educator Emeritus

Alexa Cohen …....... Early Childhood Director

Officers
Michael Blumenthal .............................. President
Shari Nerreau .......................... 1st Vice President
Jill Elbaum .................................... Vice President
Jim Greenberg ............................... Vice President
Larry Levine ................................. Vice President
Jerry Saunders ...................................... Treasurer
Perry Molinoff ....................... Assistant Treasurer
Susan Walden ...................................... Secretary
Joe Varon .............................. Financial Secretary
Samuel J. Rosenberg .... Immediate Past President

Affiliates
Marisa Underberger ................................................... BIFTY Advisor/Youth Engagement Specialist
Max Fink & Jenna Rosenstein  .......................................................................  BIFTY Co-Presidents
Scott L. Smith ............................................................................................................... Bulletin Editor

Congregation B’nai Israel, founded in 1858, seeks to be a vibrant Reform synagogue dedicated to the 
perpetuation of Jewish life and values within the framework of contemporary American Judaism. We 
are a gateway to Judaism for all. The Congregation B’nai Israel Bulletin publishes monthly 11 times 
a year (except July). To submit an article, announcement or ad to the Bulletin, please contact Editor 
Scott Smith at ssmith@cbibpt.org. Submissions are due by the first day of the month preceding the 

publication month. We reserve the right to edit all submissions for length or style.

husband, Burton Bauchner.

Slepian Floral Fund 
Mariel Harris, in memory of father, 
Jerome Harris.

Mazon
Myrna Kaufman, in memory of 
mother, Florence Newman.
Beth Lazar, in honor of Emily 
Lehrman officially joining the Tribe 
and B’nai Israel family, and for 
choosing Judaism for you and your 
children.

Rabbi Arnold Sher Social Action 
Fund
Andrea Goodman and Jeff 
Ackerman, in honor of Sherry Portnoy 
receiving the Mitzvah Hero Award.

Patty and Gary Heyum, in memory of 
brother, Gregory Levy; in appreciation 
of Rabbi Prosnit.
Beth Lazar, in appreciation of Emily 
Lehrman, Ilana Ofgang, and Jeff 
Schwartz, for organizing 2 Books, 2 
Films. 
Samuel Miller & Family, in memory 
of Zelda Miller.
Sue, Bob & Carleigh Sussman, in 
memory of Dr. Norman Weinstein, 
husband of Marilyn Weinstein, father 
of Judy Weinstein.

Etz Chaim Living Torah Fund
Karin Newman, in memory of Ruth 
Aaron, mother of Mollie Keller.

Jim Abraham Education Fund for 
Jewish Leadership

Barbara Solomon & Family, in 
appreciation to Janet Jurow for leading 
Derek Solomon’s Shiva service.

Lee & David Lester Kesher Fund
Lee Lester, a donation to the Kesher 
project. 

Gillette Judaic Enrichment Fund
Chris and George Markley, in loving 
memory of Martha Markley.

Arnold & Doris Tower Fund
Paul, Jessica, Andra and Fred 
Locke & Families, in memory of Dr. 
Norman Weinstein, husband of Marilyn 
Weinstein, father of Judy Weinstein.
Harvey Sussman and Dotsy 
Goldstein, in memory of Dr. Norman 
Weinstein, husband of Marilyn 
Weinstein, father of Judy Weinstein.

Food For 
The Soul

Help us welcome Shabbat with a 
friendly nosh. 

Before each Friday night Shabbat 
service, the temple provides a small 
Oneg in the lobby. These small (nut-
free) snacks and drinks are a great 
ice-breaker as you meet fellow 
congregants, a perfect quick bit if 
you’re ravenous after a long day, and 
a helpful distraction for toddlers and 
younger children. 

However, they do not appear by magic. 
If you are interested in volunteering 
to bring in treats on a Friday, please 
contact Naomi Schaffer at naomilev@
optonline.net. You can drop them off at 
any time that’s convenient for you.

You will be reimbursed by the temple 
for the purchases.
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Who said Jewish learning is just for your kids? Join one of our Adult Learning courses – for free. Details on Page 8.
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Do your teenagers think B’nai Israel is just about Religious School? Encourage them to join the fun at BIFTY. Details on Page 6.

Obstetrics & Gynecology
Board Certified
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Edward P. Burger, CPA        

Luise M. Burger, CPA 

Your Bar/Bat Mitzvah 
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203-257-9044                       Amy@SuccessTutoringLLC.com

Amy L. Kaplan
Director

Success Tutoring LLC
means successful learning

All Subjects • ACT & SAT Prep

The following members 
of the legal community 
join together in  their 
support of  the B’nai 

Israel Bulletin:

Ken Beck
Eric Broder

Marcia Cohen
Mark A. Kirsch
Richard Krantz 

Andrew R. Lubin
George Markley
Daniel Schopick
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We want you in the Bulletin! Send your news to editor Scott L. Smith at ssmith@cbibpt.org.

The following members of the medical community join 
together in their support of the B’nai Israel Bulletin:

Dr. Andrea Hagani 

Dr. Robert D. Chessin

Dr. David F. Bindelglass

Dr. Alan M. Nelson

Dr. Glenn M. Rich

Dr. Lawrence Dinkes

Dr. Kenneth Rabine

Dr. George P. Kelly

Dr. Howard B. Twersky

Dr. Jeffrey Small 

Dr. Edward Portnay

Dr. Michael Connolly

Dr. Kenneth Kingsly

Dr. Mark J. Hotchkiss

Dr. Andrew Levi

Dr. Jared Selter

Dr. Geoffrey Gladstein

Dr. Rachel E. Sheiman

Dr. Brian King

Dr. Abraham Fridman 

Dr. Katherine J. Pesce

Dr. Nicholas Blondin
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What’s happening at the Temple? Get Hashavua, our weekly email. Send your request to Lynn at lynn@cbibpt.org.
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Shabbat Service Schedule
(Fridays at 6:00 p.m. where indicated, preceded by an Oneg Shabbat at 5:30 p.m.)

Friday, April 6
      10:00 a.m.   Last Day of Passover 

 Memorial Yizkor Service
       6:00 p.m.  Service 
    Torah Portion – Shemini, 
                          Lev. 9:1-10:11
                           Haftarah – 11 Samuel 
                          6:1-23
  
Saturday, April 7
 8:00 a.m.   Service
 9:00 a.m.   Brotherhood Breakfast
 9:30 a.m.   Torah Study
      9:30 a.m.   Young Families 
Havurah

Friday, April 13
   6:00 p.m.  Service
     Torah Portion – Shemini 
                         11, Lev. 10:12-11:47
                          Haftarah – 11 Samuel 
                         7:1-17
                     

Saturday, April 14
 8:00 a.m. Service
 9:00 a.m. Brotherhood Breakfast
 9:30 a.m. Torah Study
      9:30 a.m. Young Families 
                        Havurah
                        11:00 a.m.  B’nai 
                        Mitzvah of  Matthew 
                        Darak, son of Harold and 
                        Leah Darak, and Aaron 
                        Dressler, son of Alan and 
                        Christine Dressler

Friday, April 20
    5:30 p.m.    Mishpacha Shabbat  
    6:00 p.m.     Service 
                        Torah Portion – Tazria 
                       Metzora, Lev. 12:1-13:59
                       Haftarah – Ezekiel 45:16 
                       25

 
 

Saturday, April 21
8:00 a.m.     Service
9:00 a.m.     Brotherhood Breakfast
9:30 a.m.     Torah Study
9:30 a.m.     Young Families Havurah

Friday, April 27
6:00 p.m.     Service
                     Torah Portion – Acharei 
                   Mot-Kedoshim, Lev. 
                   16:1-17:16
                   Haftarah – Amos 9:7-15

Saturday, April 28
8:00 a.m.     Service
9:00 a.m.     Brotherhood Breakfast
9:30 a.m.     Torah Study
9:30 a.m.     Young Families Havurah
11:00 a.m.   Bar Mitzvah of Jonah  
                   Rosenbaum, son of Howard 
                   and Julie Rosenbaum

PURIM FUN – B’nai Israel turned into a carnival after Religious School classes on  Sunday, March 4, as congregants of all ages took part in the annual Purim 
Carnival. Students engaged in numerous activities, including games, face painting and a bouncy house. 
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Operation Hope will honor Rabbi James 
Prosnit and B’nai Israel congregant Evie 
Angel with Community Hero Awards at 
its Evening of Hope event on May 3 at 
the Penfield Pavilion on Fairfield Beach. 
Since 1986, Fairfield-based Operation 
Hope has offered temporary shelter 
and long-term solutions to hunger and 
homelessness for those in need.
A longtime Operation Hope member 
and a past president, Rabbi Prosnit will 
receive the Spollett/Waldman Award, 
named after the Rev. David Spollett and 
Rabbi Label Waldman, whose vision 
and courage led to the birth of Operation 
Hope over 30 years ago.
Evie Angel, an active Operation Hope 
volunteer and former board member 
will receive the Stewart B and Lucie C. 
McKinney Award, named after the late 
U.S. Congressman and his wife who 
pushed forward federal legislation that 
provided critical funding and a voice for 
those who struggle with homelessness.
Beyond the Community Hero Awards, 
the May 3 festivities include dinner, live 

music, and silent and live auctions. This 
Evening of Hope is Operation Hope’s 
most significant event to raise funds 
to feed, shelter and counsel those in 
our community who are most in need, 
helping to break the cycle of poverty.
For event sponsorship information or 

journal ads, please contact Jennifer 
O’Neill at (203) 292-5588, ext. 210, or 
joneill@operationhopect.org. You also 
can contact Jennifer to buy tickets or 
reserve a table. 

Rabbi Prosnit, Evie Angel to be 
Honored by Operation Hope

Evie Angel Rabbi James Prosnit


