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June Highlights
Beyond the Numbers
Rabbi Prosnit pays tribute to 
Michael Blumenthal’s two years as 
Congregation President, as Michael’s 
term draws to a close. See Page 3.

By the Book
Rabbi Schultz offers his annual 
recommendations for infusing a Jewish 
flavor to your summer reading list. See 
his selections on Page 5.

Mitzvah Morning June 3
B’nai Israel congregants show off 
their efforts at a Mitzvah Morning 
activity earlier this year. This 
month’s community outreach will let 
participants enjoy the outdoors. Find 
out more on Page 8.

Beach Services
Is there a better summer combination 
than the serenity of Shabbat and the 
relaxation of the beach? Join this 
summer for Shabbat services at Lake 
Mohegan. See Page 15.

Also Inside:
Bonim ............................................. P.6
BIFTY ............................................ P.6
Education Center ............................ P.7
Women of BI .................................. P.8
Shabbat Services .......................... P.15

Be Heard at the Annual Meeting
Make sure your voice is heard about 
the working of B’nai Israel! Please 
join us on Thursday, June 14, at 7:30 
p.m. in the Social Hall as we review 
the year at B’nai Israel and approve the 
operating budget.

We will welcome new officers and 
board members, including:

Executive Committee 2018-2019
•	 President – Shari Nerreau
•	 1st Vice President – Larry Levine
•	 Vice President – Jill Elbaum
•	 Vice President – Perry Molinoff
•	 Vice President – Susan Walden
•	 Treasurer – Jerry Saunders
•	 Asst. Treasurer – David Herbst
•	 Secretary – Laurie Gaugler 

Board of Trustees
Term ending 2020
•	 Sarah Fridman
•	 Scott Pearlman 

Term ending 2021
•	 Keri Adwin
•	 Eric Broder
•	 Linda Koski
•	 Lisa Mallon
•	 Brian Ringelheim
•	 Lauren Tropp  
•	 Mitchell Weinstein

We also will pay tribute to the outgoing 
board members:
•	 Michelle Dawes
•	 Jim Greenberg (leaving Executive 

Committee)
•	 Eric Gross
•	 David Herbst (Joining Executive 

Committee)
•	 Bernie Jacobs
•	 Ilana Ofgang
•	 Sam Rosenberg (Immediate Past 

President)
•	 Barbara Solomon
•	 Joe Varon (leaving Executive 

Committee)

Congratulations to the 
Merkaz Graduating Class of 2018

Mazel Tov to Our B’nai Israel Students!
Samantha Ballas

Morgan Beck
Shane Carley

Benjamin Dachman
Melanie DelAngelo

Allison Hazen
Kaleigh Karnal
Sophia Pappas
Rachel Portnay
Brooke Powning

The 2018 Merkaz Graduation will be held at 
Jewish Senior Services on Sunday, June 3, at 7:30 p.m.
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Israel Official to Speak
Israeli Consulate General Yehuda 
Yaacov will be our special guest at 
Shabbat Services on Friday June 1 
at 6:00 p.m. He also will join us for 
Shabbat dinner after the service, 
providing a chance for questions 
and conversation. Dinner costs $20 
per person, and reservations can 
be made by contacting Chris in the 
office at Chris@cbibpt.org.

AARP Driving Class 

Please join our congregant, Ernest 
“Ernie” Malecki, on Monday, 
June 5, from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 
p.m. for one-day class designed by 
AARP for senior drivers. Please 
pre-register to Ernie directly by 
calling (203) 922-0048 or email 
enmalecki113@gmail.com. The 
cost is $15 for AARP members 
and $20 for non-members (checks 
payable to AARP).

No Bulletin in July

Please remember that we do 
not publish a July edition of the 
Bulletin. Publication resumes 
in August. Deadline for August 
submissions is July 1. For more 
information, contact Bulletin 
Editors Scott L. Smith at ssmith@
cbibpt.org or Jack Kadden at 
jkadden@cbibpt.org. 

The B’nai Israel Bulletin publishes 
11 months during the temple fiscal 
year (July to June). Submissions 
are due on the first of the month 
prior to the month of publication 
(for example, January submissions 
are due by December 1). 

We want to hear from the B’nai 
Israel community about your 
activities and accomplishments. 
Please send your news, suggestions 
and feedback to our Bulletin 
editors, Jack Kadden and Scott L. 
Smith. The Bulletin staff reserves 

Yes, it’s a weird headline, but I can 
never resist it when I pen a farewell 
column. It happens to be the title of a 
book by Douglas Adams, author of the 
“Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy” 
series.

This is my final edition as the editor of 
the B’nai Israel Bulletin. I wanted to 
take this chance to say thank you to all 
of you for your support, suggestions and 
encouragement over the past few years. 
I have very much enjoyed conveying the 
comings and goings of our congregation.

I am not fully stepping away, as I will 
continue to help with some writing, so 
do not hesitate to still reach out to me at 
ssmith@cbibpt.org. That said, I am very 
pleased to hand the reins of the Bulletin 
over to fellow congregant and current 

Board of Trustees member Jack Kadden.

Jack is a veteran journalist, including 
a standout career at the New York 
Times. Now, he will focus on the news 
and events of B’nai Israel. I step away 
knowing I leave you in great hands. You 
can reach Jack at jkadden@cbibpt.org. 

Again, thank you to everyone!

n	 Scott L. Smith

BULLETIN BOARD
Sharing Our Joy
Eloise Epstein, in celebration of the 
engagement of grandson, Michael 
Epstein, to Ma’ayan Allon.
Jonathan and Bailey Orell, in 
celebration of the birth of daughter, Jolie 
Rose Orell, sister of Oliver.
Michael and Emma Heilbrunn, in 
celebration of the birth of daughter, Riley 
Sierra Heilbrunn, sister of Avery.
Lowell and Samantha Wiener, in 
celebration of the birth of son, Hudson 
Matthew Wiener.

Welcome, New 
Members
A warm welcome to our newest members. 
We look forward to their participation 
in our many programs and hope their 
affiliation will not only enrich their lives, 
but that of our congregation.

Karen Jackson, Gabriyél, Joshua & 
Elijha Fraser
Virginia Avenue, Bridgeport
Helen Weinstein
Park Avenue, Bridgeport

Sincere Sympathy
We extend our sympathy to the bereaved 
families of:

Francis Ruben, husband of Renee Ruben
Rhoda Mazur
Arthur Blumenfield, husband of 
Hermine Blumenfield
George Bissell, husband of Marilyn 
Bissell
Janet Guttman

So Long, and Thanks For All the Fish

Jack Kadden is a veteran 
journalist, including a 
standout career at the 
New York Times.

Religious School
Now Enrolling

See Details
On Page 16

Continued on Page 5
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From the Rabbi’s Desk/Rabbi James Prosnit

Honoring Michael

For a “numbers” guy, he had a sense that 
it was not all about the numbers. 

That’s been the beauty of working with 
Michael Blumenthal these past two 
years. As a numbers guy from IBM, he 
knows analytics and information. On 
the High Holy Days he reported to us 
what he learned about the congregation 
from analyzing data gleaned from 
both our online usage and our recent 
congregational survey. But he knew 
that while data can guide you, effective 
leadership comes from the ability to look 
beyond or beneath and intuit a direction 
because it is the right thing to do. This 
enabled him to lead from both his head 
and his heart – and we are a stronger 
congregation because of it.    

Michael married into the congregation 
when he met Judy, raised two children 
here and has devoted tremendous time 
and energy to making this place the 
type of community of which we are all 
proud. Two years ago he was elected our 
president, and at our annual meeting on 
June 14, we will have a chance to salute 
him for his outstanding and capable 
leadership.   

These two years have been marked by 
a blend of both stability and change. 
Michael understood the need to honor the 
noble traditions of B’nai Israel’s past, but 
at the same time to encourage us to take 
a fresh look at some of the ways that we 
have long operated. He oversaw, but did 

not micro-manage. Michael wanted his 
presidency to be about the engagement 
of congregants in the sacred work of 
the synagogue. From the previously 
mentioned survey to striking both a “Look 
to the Future” and “Rabbinic Planning” 
committee, his tenure has been marked 

by respectful outreach and the desire to 
be sure that as many voices as possible be 
heard.  He has shown utmost respect for 
the people that work here and for those 
who volunteer their time.

For me personally, it has been another 
example of the blessings of the B’nai 
Israel rabbinate.  Our presidents regularly 
become friends. Sharing a vision of 
what our community can and should 
be has inspired me and enhanced every 
dimension of my work.

Michael soon will earn that most 
cherished title of “past” president, but his 
insights, organization and counsel will be 
vital to those who follow.

Permit me, too, a special “shout-out” 
to Judy --- not only for bringing her 
husband into the mix, but for what she 
has long done for this community. Her 
commitment is second to none. Her 
boundless energy from working with 
B’nai Mitzvah families hoping to enhance 
the meaning of “mitzvah” to her social 
action involvement, her work with the 
Israeli  emissaries and her role in ensuring 
the success of the recent celebration of 
four other outstanding women of the 
congregation are just a few examples of 
her many contributions. 

Michael and Judy are among the brightest 
stars in the congregational firmament. 
Thank you both for your support and your 
dedication.  

“Michael understood the 
need to honor the noble tra-
ditions of B’nai Israel’s past, 
but at the same time to en-
courage us to take a fresh 
look at some of the ways that 
we have long operated.”

•  Rabbi Prosnit on  
Michael Blumenthal (above)

When someone in our community is 
in need, they can turn to the Yakhani 
Caring Fund (Zulu for “build up”), 
established in memory of Derek 
Solomon, who passed away in August 
2017.  

The fund is to be used for financial 

assistance for the B’nai Israel 
community at-large to provide 
additional resources fr an individual 
or family making their way through 
challenging moments.  

If you or someone you know could 
benefit from the Yakhani Caring Fund, 

please a member of the clergy team. The 
senior rabbi will determine distribution, 
and each step of the process, from 
requests to allocation, will be kept 
strictly confidential.  

To support the Yakhani Caring Fund, 
visit the temple website or contact the 
temple office.  

Introducing The Yakhani Caring Fund
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EDITOR’S NOTE: Congregant Richard 
Krantz shared some powerful insights 
on gratitude at our High Holy Day 
services last fall. We’ve received a wave 
of requests, including from our rabbis, 
to extend those insights to the entire 
congregation. Here is Richard’s speech:
  
Why, you may ask, should I be talking 
about gratitude? 

In March of 2016, I was attacked by an 
aggressive bacteria. Within days, it had 
infected my bloodstream, my spinal 
column and my brain. I was hospitalized, 
and, for a day or two the doctors were 
unable to identify the bacteria. During 
that period, they were concerned as 
to whether I would survive. But the 
bacteria was identified, and I was put 
on an antibiotic regimen.    I was in the 
hospital for over five weeks and on an 
intravenous antibiotic for 3½ months. In 
total, I was on antibiotics for a full year.

During the period that I was in the 
hospital, and for many weeks thereafter, 
my pain was excruciating. I could not 
sleep for more than two or three hours 
at a time before waking up in pain. I 
dreaded going to sleep, knowing what 
would follow. Any change in position 
– from lying down to sitting up, from 
sitting up to standing up – would also 
cause me incredible pain. The pain would 
take my breath away. Often, tears came 
to my eyes. I was not able to sit with 
my wife and children and enjoy a dinner 
together without having to leave the table 
in response to pain. I was not able to read 
a book, or to take a nap. I had trouble 
walking.    
And then slowly…. slowly, I started to 
feel better. I will never forget the first 
time I was able to sleep through the night. 
I enjoyed the morning air and morning 
sun with an intensity that I had never 
experienced before. For many years, I 

had just taken for granted the feeling of 
waking up after a full night’s sleep. But 
now, all of my senses reacted to every 
aspect of the morning. And it was more 
than appreciation. More than happiness. I 
was truly grateful to the God who created 
our bodies with the capacity of healing. 

But my story is not about my illness, or 
my recovery from it. At least it shouldn’t 
be. The really amazing part of my 
recovery was my increasing awareness 
that God created our bodies in such a 
way so that I could recover. And for that 

I was – and am – grateful. And I was also 
grateful to Joanne and my children who 
were there with me – truly there – every 
step of the way. 

But gratitude is not a mood. Not an 
emotion. It is more than just appreciation. 
It is really much more complex than that. 
It speaks to the particular relationship 
between the person feeling gratitude and 
the person or concept to which gratitude 
is owed. It is our ability to experience 
and appreciate and thank a loved one, a 
friend, a colleague for doing something 
unexpectedly thoughtful and kind … 
for truly being there for us. It is our 
appreciation and gratitude for a particular 
skill, an attribute, a virtue. It is our ability 
to experience and appreciate and be 
grateful for the gifts and the experiences 
that the Eternal has created in our lives. 

Scientific studies report that daily 
discussion of gratitude results in higher 
reported levels of alertness, enthusiasm, 
determination, attentiveness, energy and 
sleep duration and quality.    Grateful 
people also report lower levels of 
depression and stress, although they do 
not deny or ignore the negative aspects 
of life. 

But I’ll also share with you the problem I 
found with feeling grateful. Namely, that 
you get used to it. It is too easy to wake 
up in the morning after a full night’s 
sleep and to again take it for granted. And 
the feeling of gratitude dims and is lost. 
So I think that gratitude is something that 
must be worked on. And thought about. 
And considered. On a daily basis. So that 
it is never lost. 

So this is my prayer for 5778. May each 
of us be grateful – and remain grateful 
– for our lives and all of the gifts we 
have received – from our friends, from 
our family, and from our God. Modim 
anachnu lach.

A Painful Life Lesson:  
Do Not Take Gratitude for Granted

“So this is my prayer ... May 
each of us be grateful – and 
remain grateful – for our 
lives and all of the gifts we 
have received – from our 
friends, from our family, and 
from our God.”

“The really amazing part 
was my increasing aware-
ness that God created our 
bodies in such a way so that 
I could recover.”
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From the Rabbi’s Study/Rabbi Evan Schultz

Summer Reading 2018

I think it is finally safe to put our shovels 
away and dust off our beach chairs. 
What a whacky winter indeed. Every 
June I like to share some of my favorite 
Jewish books from the past year for you 
to consider for your summer reading list. 
Have a wonderful summer all!

The Story of Hebrew, by Lewis Glinert 
– I stumbled 
upon this book 
while wandering 
through the Strand 
bookstore in New 
York City one 
afternoon (truly 

one of my all-time favorite activities) 
and really enjoyed it. This past year 
Rabbi Prosnit encouraged us to engage 
more deeply in the Hebrew language, and 
this book is a great way to do just that. 
Written by Dartmouth College professor 
Lewis Glinert, the book chronicles the 
way in which Hebrew in so many ways 
is at the core of our national identity as 
Jews. He begins in Genesis and travels 
through history all the way to founding 
of the modern State of Israel.  

The Torah of Music, by Joey Weisenberg 
– If you love Jewish 
music and/or prayer, 
I cannot say enough 
wonderful things 
about this book. I 
had a smile on my 
face the entire time 
I read it; it is one 
of those books that 

you just don’t want to end. Weisenberg, 
a musician, prayer leader, teacher, and 
author, explores all aspects of Jewish 
music – song, instruments, listening, 
silence – with our sacred texts as the 
backdrop. I thought the book was brilliant 
and continue to refer to it on a regular 
basis. It will deepen your understanding 
of prayer, song, and why music has been 
at the core of Jewish identity since the 
crossing of the Red Sea from slavery to 
freedom.

Radical Judaism, by Arthur Green – I 
wanted to read a 
book this year that 
would push me out 
of my theological 
comfort zone, and 
Radical Judaism did 
just that. Art Green is 
one of the preeminent 
teachers and Jewish 
thinkers of our day, 
and in this book he 
offers his vision for 

Judaism going forward. He frames the 
book in three sections – God, Torah, 
and Israel – and aims to rethink how we 
view those three core aspects of our faith. 
Some aspects of his theology I loved, 
other pieces did not resonate as much. 
If you want to take a stab at reading one 
of the real Jewish thinkers of our day, I 
recommend giving this book a try.

The New Jim Crow, by Michelle 
Alexander – We 
read this book 
as part of our 
“Two Books, Two 
Movies” CONECT 
series on the topic 
of Race in America. 
While I thought 
I had a decent 
u n d e r s t a n d i n g 
of the issues 

within our criminal justice system here 
in America, this book pushed me to 
confront those harsh realities on a much 
deeper and more-detailed level. If you 
did not have a chance to participate in 
our “Two Books, Two Movies” series, I 
highly recommend this book.

Dinner at the Center of the Earth, by 
Nathan Englander 
– I must admit I’m 
a little biased when 
it comes to Jewish 
fiction – I’m a huge 
Nathan Englander 
fan. I loved his 
collection of short 
stories, What We 
Talk About When 
We Talk About Anne 

Frank, and really enjoyed this work of 
fiction as well. This offering is a thriller/
spy novel set partly in Israel. Englander’s 
writing is engaging, funny and emotional 
all at once. If you’re looking for a new 
work of Jewish fiction, give this one a try.

the right to edit all submissions for 
style, accuracy, length and per temple 
guidelines. 

Seniors, Let’s Talk
Seniors can gather to talk about common 
interests and concerns, facilitated by a 

Schoke Jewish Family Service counselor, 
at several locations. It’s free to join.

You can gather every other Thursday 
at Jewish Senior Services, 4200 Park 
Avenue, Bridgeport, at 10:30 a.m. 
Contact Rebekah Kanefsky, at (203) 921-

4161 or rkanefsky@ctjfs.org for more 
information.

There are similar conversations on 
Thursdays at 1:00 p.m. at the Westport 
Senior Center, 21 Imperial Avenue, 
Westport, and Mondays at 12:45 p.m. at 
the Bigelow Center for Senior Activities, 
100 Mona Terrace in Fairfield. 

BULLETIN BOARD ........................... From Page 2
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Join us for our final BIFTY program of 
the year – the Annual Mall Hunt at the 
Trumbull Shopping Park – on Thursday, 
June 7. Meet us in the food court at 7:15 
p.m. Pick-up will be at 8:45 p.m.
Join us on Friday, June 8, at Lake 
Mohegan, 960 Morehouse Highway in 
Fairfield, for our Camp Service on the 
Beach. Come wearing your camp shirts. 
It will be a great time for teens, children, 
and families.
BIFTY teens were asked what their most 
memorable parts of the year were and 
why they like BIFTY. Their responses 
include:  

•	 “Competing against each other” 
•	 “The Donald Glover Program”
•	 “The sleepover”
•	 “It’s a fun break from work” 
•	 “Coachella was really fun” 
•	 “Showing off my superhero 

knowledge” 
•	 “Having a designated time and place 

to see friends I wouldn’t normally 
see”

•	 “Good group who gets along and 
has fun!”

We look forward to seeing everyone in 
the fall. Have a wonderful summer! 
And until the fall, do not forget to follow 
us on Instagram at cbi.bifty or join 
our Facebook group, “BIFTY 2017-

2018”. And if you have any questions, 
contact advisor Marisa Underberger at 
munderberger@cbibpt.org. 

We want you in the Bulletin! Send your news to editor Scott L. Smith at ssmith@cbibpt.org. 

Bonim Buzz/Alexa Cohen, Early Childhood Director

A Starry Night at Bonim Preschool

On Saturday night, April 28, the Social 
Hall transformed into a very special art 
gallery, complete with original individual 
art pieces by our four- and five-year olds 
students as well as many group projects 
and photo pieces from all the children. 

Our resident photographers, Michael 
Pollock and Adele Josovitz, spent many 
hours snapping pictures of the kids for 
the class photo pieces and individual 
photo booth shots. Event Chairs Sarah 
Fridman, Jocelyn Kramer, Nicole Bush 
and Samantha Patrignelli put in countless 
hours procuring raffle items, purchasing 
supplies, working with the kids on their 
gallery pieces, selling tickets and so, 
so, so much more. Their tireless effort 
to help Bonim raise funds for a new 
playground cannot be matched. I know 
the phrase “It takes a village” is very 
much overused, but it is so fitting when 
describing this team of parents who are 
always working together for a common 
goal – their children. 

Auctioneer Marci Pearlberg kept the 

crowd laughing during the live auction. 
In addition to children’s art, we also had a 
silent auction of some bigger ticket items 
like area ballpark blueprints that caused 
many a bidding war (Ask Rabbi Schultz 
to show you his new Red Sox art in his 
office). All in all, it was a great night for 

all and a great deal of money was raised 
for the playground project. 

A new feature of the Bonim Art Auction 
this year was a fundraising component 
prior to the event that helped to offset the 
cost of the gallery materials, drinks, food 
and more. We thank the contributors for 
their support:
We wish to thank the following sponsors 
for their support:

Platinum Dinner Sponsor & Silver 
Dessert Sponsor

The Surgical Specialists Who Make a 
Difference

Platinum Gallery Sponsor
Jenny Goldstein & Rabbi Evan Schultz

Bonim students’ artwork adorns the walls of 
the Social Hall for prospective bidders to look 

over at the recent Bonim auction.

BIFTY members give a thumbs-up  to a fun  
afternoon with Israeli Emissary Ofek Mosko-

vich (left) earlier this spring at the temple.

BIFTY
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For at least a quarter century, our service of confirmation has 
included a prose poem read as a cantata by the entire class. It 
was adapted from the work of Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver, one 
of the great Zionists of the Reform movement. This year’s 
class read it in rehearsal on May 1 for the first time. It was 
incredibly moving. As always.

We had an interesting discussion about who the speaker in 

the poem might be. Some thought it might be God confirming 
the covenant. Others thought it was every Jew, confirming 
both the covenant with God and his or her connection to 
our people – past, present and future. By the time we get to 
Shavuot, I am certain that we will hear in their voices that 
the “I” in the poem is each and every one of our confirmands. 
We are proud and grateful to be their teachers. Here is the 
poem:

From the Education Center/Ira J. Wise

I Stood with Abraham and Prayed with Sarah 
(Confirmation, Part 2)

I stood with Abraham in his lonely vigil 
and read the destiny of my people in the 
stars. I prayed with Sarah that a child 
might be born, and God responded with 
Isaac in her womb.

I was with Moses, an alien prince among 
an alien people, and from the fire I heard 
God summon him to service. I sang with 
Miriam at the Red Sea, and danced to 
celebrate our people’s liberation. I was 
at Sinai and entered there the everlasting 
covenant between my people and its God.

I was with the prophets, who came to 
destroy old worlds and to build new ones. 
I heard them lash out against injustice. I 
warmed at their compassion for the weak 
and their concern for the poor. 

I moved among the mountains of Judea 
with the lionhearted sons of Mattathias. 
I saw the miracle of a single cruse of oil 
that illuminated the Temple of Adonai.

I was with Hillel, when he summarized 
the whole Torah in the commandment 
to love your neighbor as yourself. I was 
with Akiba when he inspired a revolution, 

defied an empire, and died a martyr.

I wandered with my people into many 
lands, where Christians and Muslims 
ruled. I walked with them over all the 
highways of the world. I was with them 
when they drank out of the bitter cups of 
pain, humiliation, cruelty, and hatred. 
I saw them stay sane, in the midst of 
madness. I saw them stay civilized, in 
the midst of brutality. I saw them lighting 
candles in the midst of darkness.

Then I saw the night lift and the dawn 
break and into the new world, blessed 
with liberty and freedom, I marched with 
them triumphantly. I saw their shackles 
fall off their limbs, I saw the radiance 
of their emancipated minds and hearts. 
I saw them enrich every land that gave 
them opportunity. I was with them when 
they landed at Ellis Island, and fell in 
love with the land that stood for liberty.

Then I saw the night descend again. I 
saw them suffer as no people has ever 
suffered before. I saw them burned 
and gassed and tortured. Then, like a 

phoenix, I saw them rise again in the old 
land. In Israel, I saw them begin a new 
life, based on the ancient teachings of the 
Torah.

I saw them nurture saplings in the 
wilderness. And I watched them make 
the desert bloom. I was with them in 
Israel’s wars, I stood by them when 
their precious hard-earned state was in 
danger. I trembled when they did, and I 
rejoiced when they rejoiced. I was at the 
Wall. I was in the Sinai.  I was on the 
Golan Heights. 

Shall I leave them now? Can I part 
company with this immortal band whom 
I love? They have become too dear and 
precious to me. They are bone of my 
bone, flesh of my flesh, soul of my soul. 
They are my people. Their quest is mine.  
They will live within me. And I will live 
with them, forever. 

 L’shalom,

Ira J. Wise, D.J.R.E. 
Temple Educator

Confirmands focus on 
political issues of concern 
to Reform Judaism during 
the annual class trip to 
Washington, D.C., 
 in January.
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Join us on Sunday, June 3, as we head 
outside for the June Mitzvah Morning. 
We will work on an outdoor project 
with Green Village Initiative/ Urban 
Roots Bridgeport. We’ll be helping out 
from 9:15 a.m. to Noon.

Urban Roots – www.gogvi.org. – is a 
network of 14 neighborhood organic 
gardens dedicated to the nourishment 
and development of the entire Bridgeport 
community. 

The Mitzvah Mornings are a great 
opportunity to work with others in our 

temple community to make a difference 
in the greater Bridgeport community. It 
is always a fun and rewarding morning.
 
We will meet at the temple about 9:15 
a.m. for a quick cup of coffee and bagel 
before heading to our work site. Check 
Hashavua for more details. Also, for 
questions or to participate, you can 
contact Shari Nerreau at snerreau@
cbibpt.org. 

Leave a lasting legacy; participate in the Pave the Way Campaign. See Page 16 for details.

New Game
In Town

The Women of B’nai Israel (WBI), 
the newly named and reinvigorated 
Sisterhood, held its first Game Night  in 
April. More than 45 women of all ages, 
came together to play and learn mah 
jongg, canasta, and to socialize. 

It was a fun night for all and the consensus 
was that Game Night should happen 
more regularly, with hopes are for even 
more activities and events in the future. 

If you have any ideas or would like to get 
involved in WBI, please email women@
cbibpt.org. 

A WINNING IDEA – Participants had a fun time at the recent Game Night held  
by the Women of B’nai Israel (WBI), the rebranded Sisterhood.

Mitzvah Morning participants gather to salute a job well done earlier this year after 
helping serve brunch to veterans at the Homes for the Brave facility in Bridgeport.

An Outdoor 
Mitzvah

Congregants help provide blanket protection for newborns assisted by the Tiny  
Miracles Foundation during a Mitzvah Morning gathering earlier this year.
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JUNE DONATIONS
(Please note that only contributions of $10.00 or more will be acknowledged with a card and Bulletin listing.)

Continued on the next page

Rabbi Prosnit Discretionary Fund
Lori Berger, in memory of mother, 
Cecelia Davis.
The Cooper Family, in loving memory 
of husband, father, grandfather and great-
grandfather, Milton Cooper.
The Dankenbrink Family, in honor of 
Jack Ross Dankenbrink becoming a Bar 
Mitzvah.
Sandy and Jack Germain, in memory 
of Benjamin Levin.
Carol and Charlie Gursky, in memory 
of dear friends, Ken and Nora Mayerson.
Annette Schwarz Kaye and Richard 
Kaye, in memory of Baruch Schwarz, 
father of Annette Schwarz Kaye.
David and Mollie Keller, in 
appreciation.
Carol Krim, in honor of Janet Jurow.
Rochelle Levy, in memory of husband, 
Harold Levy.
Andy and Carol Lubin, in memory 
of Lillian Liberman, mother of Lynn 
Blueweiss and Rob Liberman; in 
memory of Harold Levy, husband of 
Rochelle Levy, father of Marc and Jay 
Levy.
Gail, Ed, Dustin and Tamara 
Schriffert, in loving memory of mother 
and grandmother, Minnie Vineberg.
Cleo and Jonathan Sonneborn, 
in memory of Hannah Hofheimer, 
grandmother of Jonathan Sonneborn.
The Family of Dr. Norman Weinstein, 
in memory of beloved husband, father 
and grandfather, Norman Weinstein, 
and in appreciation of the support and 
guidance of Rabbi Prosnit.
Judy Yasser, in memory of father, Dr. 
Isidore Yasser.

Rabbi Schultz Discretionary Fund
Lynn Blueweiss and Rob Liberman, 
with thanks to Rabbi Schultz for his 
kindness and compassion during this 
difficult period. 
The Dankenbrink Family, in honor of 
Jack Ross Dankenbrink becoming a Bar 
Mitzvah.
Annette Schwarz Kaye and Richard 
Kaye, in memory Annette Schwarz 
Kaye’s grandparents, Gidalla & Rivka 

Pinkwasser and Avraham & Pessa 
Schwarz, victims of the Shoah.
Todd and Lucy Olschan, with thanks 
for Rabbi Schultz presiding over 
Mason’s naming ceremony.
Diane and Steve Wiener, with thanks to 
Rabbi Schultz for officiating at the Bris 
of grandson, Hudson.

Music Fund
Miriam and Bob Caston, happy first 
birthday to Sloan and McKenzie Caston.
The Dankenbrink Family, in honor of 
Jack Ross Dankenbrink becoming a Bar 
Mitzvah.
Eloise Epstein, in honor of the 
engagement of grandson, Michael 
Epstein, to Ma’ayan Allon.
Marilyn Shook, in memory of parents, 
Irving and Betty Miller.

Enhancement Fund
Wendy and Jeffrey Bender, in memory 
of Charlotte Aaron.
Barbara Berkowitz, in memory of 
father, Irving Toss.
Lilla Cooper, in memory of Dr. Norman 
Weinstein, beloved father of Judy 
Weinstein.
Sidney Fialk, in memory of Sophie Fialk 
and Harriet Gross.
Diane Fried, a donation.
Joni Greenspan, in memory of mother, 
Anna Levowich.
Larry Levine and Alison Bonds, in 
memory of Elaine Phillip, mother of 
Suzanne Phillip; in memory of Dr. 
Norman Weinstein, father of Judy 
Weinstein.
Joan and Marc Levy, in memory 
of Elaine Phillip, mother of Suzanne 
Phillip.
Rochelle Levy, in memory of husband, 
Harold Levy.
Sheila Lieff, in memory of Francis 
(Nonnie) Ruben, beloved husband, father 
and grandfather.
Shari and Brian Nerreau, in honor of 
Samantha and Lowell Wiener, on the 
birth of Hudson Matthew; in honor of 
Sandi Michaelson and Jeff Warren, on 
the marriage of Kyle Warren, to Anne 

Blackstock-Bernstein.
Roger Piscitelli, a donation.
Joan Rosenbaum, Mazel tov to Laurel 
and Hank Greenberg for all of the special 
events happening in their lives.
Jane, Ellen and Lawrence Rosenberg, 
in memory of our awesome pediatrician, 
Norman Weinstein, M.D.
Twody and Bob Schless, in memory of 
Joy Stile, mother of Twody Schless; in 
memory of Donald Silverberg, father of 
Jeffrey Silverberg.
Jeffrey and Linda Silverberg, in loving 
memory of father, Donald Silverberg.
Norman and Joan Suslock, in memory 
of mother, Freda Suslock.

Sylvia Prosnit Adult Education Fund
Judi and David Beier, in memory of 
Nora Mayerson.
Beth Lazar, in memory of Nora 
Mayerson, fellow Shabbat Torah Study 
member.
Rochelle Levy, in honor of Stephanie 
Crawley becoming a Rabbi.
George and Chris Markley, in loving 
memory of father, Ludwig Markley.
Jerry Saunders and Elaine Appellof, in 
memory of Nora Mayerson.
Barbara Solomon, in memory of Elaine 
Phillip, mother of Suzanne Phillip.

Nursery School Enrichment Fund
Esther Spiegel, in memory of Nora 
Mayerson.

Rabbi Martin Library Fund
Dale and Jerry Demner, in memory 
of Joseph Greenfield, father of Dale 
Demner.
Barbara Rifkin, in memory of 
grandparents, Jeanette and Nathan 
Schine; in memory of parents, Eunice 
and Sidney Postol.

Slepian Floral Fund
Susan and Robert Rosenblitt, in 
memory of beloved parents, Sylvia and 
Harry Weintraub.

Religious School Scholarship Fund
Marty and Alayne Burger, in memory 



10 What’s happening at the Temple? Get Hashavua, our weekly email. Send your request to Lynn at lynn@cbibpt.org.

JUNE DONATIONS ........................................................ From Page 9

(203) 336-1858 • www.cbibpt.org
The Bulletin of Congregation B’nai Israel is published every month except July.

James Prosnit, D.D. ............................... Rabbi

Evan Schultz .......................................... Rabbi

Arnold I. Sher, D.D. ............... Rabbi Emeritus

Sheri E. Blum, D.M.  ............................ Cantor

Ramon Gilbert, D.M. ............ Cantor Emeritus

Ira J. Wise, D.J.R.E. ............ Temple Educator

Robert H. Gillette, R.J.E .... Educator Emeritus

Alexa Cohen …....... Early Childhood Director

Officers
Michael Blumenthal .............................. President
Shari Nerreau .......................... 1st Vice President
Jill Elbaum .................................... Vice President
Jim Greenberg ............................... Vice President
Larry Levine ................................. Vice President
Jerry Saunders ...................................... Treasurer
Perry Molinoff ....................... Assistant Treasurer
Susan Walden ...................................... Secretary
Joe Varon .............................. Financial Secretary
Samuel J. Rosenberg .... Immediate Past President

Affiliates
Marisa Underberger ................................................... BIFTY Advisor/Youth Engagement Specialist
Max Fink & Jenna Rosenstein  .......................................................................  BIFTY Co-Presidents
Scott L. Smith ............................................................................................................... Bulletin Editor

Congregation B’nai Israel, founded in 1858, seeks to be a vibrant Reform synagogue dedicated to the 
perpetuation of Jewish life and values within the framework of contemporary American Judaism. We 
are a gateway to Judaism for all. The Congregation B’nai Israel Bulletin publishes monthly 11 times 
a year (except July). To submit an article, announcement or ad to the Bulletin, please contact Editor 
Scott Smith at ssmith@cbibpt.org. Submissions are due by the first day of the month preceding the 

publication month. We reserve the right to edit all submissions for length or style.

of Naomi Gill, wife of Alan Gill.
The Dankenbrink Family, in honor of 
Jack Ross Dankenbrink becoming a Bar 
Mitzvah.
The Walden and Wise Families, in 
honor of Larry Levine’s birthday.

Religious School Enrichment Fund
Aleksey and Raisa Ledvich, in memory 
of father, Peter Ledvich.

Rabbi Arnold Sher Social Action Fund
Elaine Appellof and Jerry Saunders, 
in memory of Elaine Phillip, mother of 
Suzanne Phillip; in memory of Lillian 
Liberman, mother of Lynn Blueweiss 
and Rob Liberman.
Elaine and Juda Chetrit, in honor of 
Rabbi Prosnit receiving the Operation 
Hope Community Hero Award.
Alexa and David Cohen, in honor of 
Rabbi Prosnit receiving the Operation 
Hope Community Hero Award.

Ilse Levi, in memory of respected ORT 
leader and friend, Nora Mayerson.
Rochelle Levy, in memory of husband, 
Harold Levy.
George and Chris Markley, in memory 
of Elaine Phillip, mother of Suzanne 
Phillip.
Serena and Arnie Sher, in loving 
memory of Bud Loewith, husband of 
Carol Loewith.

Alan Weinstein Scholarship Fund
Joni and Michael Greenspan, Mazel 
tov to Marissa Jacoby on her Bat 
Mitzvah; deepest condolences to Roberta 
Brodsky and Family; speedy recovery 
wishes to Bonnie Blum; deepest 
condolences to Paul Burger; deepest 
condolences to Marilyn Weinstein and 
Family; Mazel tov to Lisa and Bruce 
Weinstein on Anya’s Bat Mitzvah; 
welcome home to Ellen Rost; with 
thanks to Jan and Dennis Magid for a 

special evening; Honey Karas, glad you 
are back home.

Gillette Judaic Enrichment Fund
Larry Levine and Alison Bonds, in 
memory of Richard Wise, father of Ira 
Wise.
George and Chris Markley, in 
loving memory of father, Aram “Gus” 
Nahabedian.

BIFTY Greenwald Scholarship Fund
Rochelle Levy, in memory of husband, 
Harold Levy.

Judith Brav Sher Family Education 
Fund 
Nancy and Charles Needle, in memory 
of Harold Levy, husband of Rochelle 
Levy, father of Marc and Jay Levy; in 
memory of Naomi Gill, wife of Alan 
Gill.

Food For The 
Soul

Help us welcome Shabbat with a friendly 
nosh. 

Before each Friday night Shabbat service, 
the temple provides a small Oneg in the 
lobby. These small (nut-free) snacks and 
drinks are a great ice-breaker as you 
meet fellow congregants, a perfect quick 
bit if you’re ravenous after a long day, 
and a helpful distraction for toddlers and 
younger children. 

However, they do not appear by magic. 
If you are interested in volunteering to 
bring in treats on a Friday, please contact 
Naomi Schaffer at naomilev@optonline.
net. You can drop them off at any time 
that’s convenient for you.

You will be reimbursed by the Temple 
for the purchases.
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13

Please Support Our Advertisers

We want you in the Bulletin! Send your news to editor Scott L. Smith at ssmith@cbibpt.org.

The following members of the medical community join 
together in their support of the B’nai Israel Bulletin:

Dr. Andrea Hagani 

Dr. Robert D. Chessin

Dr. David F. Bindelglass

Dr. Alan M. Nelson

Dr. Glenn M. Rich

Dr. Lawrence Dinkes

Dr. Kenneth Rabine

Dr. George P. Kelly

Dr. Howard B. Twersky

Dr. Jeffrey Small 

Dr. Edward Portnay

Dr. Michael Connolly

Dr. Kenneth Kingsly

Dr. Mark J. Hotchkiss

Dr. Andrew Levi

Dr. Jared Selter

Dr. Geoffrey Gladstein

Dr. Rachel E. Sheiman

Dr. Brian King

Dr. Abraham Fridman 

Dr. Katherine J. Pesce

Dr. Nicholas Blondin
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Donation Item of the Month: Household supplies, including (paper goods, soap and dish detergent, for local food pantries.

.

Friday, June 1
    6:00 p.m.  Service  

Torah Portion – 
Behaalot’cha, Num.  
8:1-12:16  
Haftarah – Zechariah 
2:14-4:7

  
Saturday, June 2
 8:00 a.m. Service
 9:00 a.m. Brotherhood Breakfast
 9:30 a.m. Torah Study
    9:30 a.m. Young Families Havurah
 11:00 a.m.    B’not Mitzvah of Ellie 

Forma, daughter of Noel 
and Danielle Forma, and                      
Sophie Morgan, daughter 
of Jason and Jennifer 
Morgan

Friday, June 8
   6:00 p.m. Service at Lake Mohegan
     Torah Portion – Shelah 

L’cha, Num. 13:1-15:41
   Haftarah – Joshua 2:1-24 

(No service at Temple, 
unless weather dictates.)

Saturday, June 9
 8:00 a.m. Service
 9:00 a.m. Brotherhood Breakfast
 9:30 a.m. Torah Study
 9:30 a.m. Young Families Havurah
 11:00 a.m.    Bat Mitzvah of Rebekkah 

Hurlbert, daughter of Dan 
and Lisa Hurlbert

Friday, June 15
   6:00 p.m. Service 

 Torah Portion – Korach, 
Num. 16:1-18:32

   Haftarah – 1 Samuel 
11:14-12:22

Saturday, June 16
 8:00 a.m. Service
 9:00 a.m. Brotherhood Breakfast
 9:30 a.m. Torah Study
    9:30 a.m. Young Families Havurah
 11:00 a.m.    B’nai Mitzvah of Finley 

Gray, daughter of Jeffrey 
and Carrie Gray, and  
Abraham Wegener, son of 
Alan Wegener and Liane 
Gelman-Wegener

Friday, June 22
   6:00 p.m. Service 

Torah Portion – Chukat, 
Num. 19:1-22:1

  Haftarah – Judges 11:1-33

Saturday, June 23
 8:00 a.m. Service
 9:00 a.m. Brotherhood Breakfast
 9:30 a.m. Torah Study
    9:30 a.m. Young Families Havurah
 11:00 a.m.    Bar Mitzvah of Jack 

Minsky, son of Gregory 
and Tracy Minsky

Friday, June 29
   6:00 p.m. Service 

Torah Portion – Balak, 
Num. 22:2-25:9

  Haftarah – Micah 5:6-6:8

Saturday, June 30
 8:00 a.m. Service
 9:00 a.m. Brotherhood Breakfast
 9:30 a.m. Torah Study
    9:30 a.m. Young Families Havurah

Shabbat Service Schedule
(Fridays at 6:00 p.m. where indicated, preceded by an Oneg Shabbat at 5:30 p.m.)

Celebrate
Shabbat By
The Beach

Grab your blankets and beach chairs to 
celebrate Shabbat this summer.

Join us on three Friday nights – June 8, 
July 13 and August 10 – as we welcome 
Shabbat at Lake Mohegan, 960 Morehouse 
Highway in Fairfield. Services will start at 
6:00 p.m., but families are invited to gather 
at 5:30 p.m. and bring your own dinner. 
There will be no services at the temple on 
those dates.

No town beach passes will be needed for 
entry for the service, and there is a large 
parking lot adjacent to the beach itself.

Our BIFTY teens will help officiate at the 
June 8 service, which will celebrate all 
those headed to or who have enjoyed time 
at summer camps.

In Time of Need or Peace of Mind
The B’nai Israel Cemetery in Monroe

472 Moose Hill Road, Monroe

* Only Jewish Clergy May Officiate

Here for You in a Time of Need or to 
Lessen the Emotional Burden When
Faced with the Loss of a Loved One

We Serve the Jewish Community, 
Including Interfaith Families* 

The Monroe Cemetery Features:
•  A Convenient, Park-like Setting
•  Upright Monuments Permitted
•  Perpetual Care, Paid at the time 

of Purchase

For More Information, Reach Out to:
•  Bernie Jacobs at bjacobs@cbibpt.org 
•  The Temple Office at (203) 336-1858



Congregation B’nai Israel
2710 Park Avenue
Bridgeport, CT 06604
www.cbibpt.org

Non-Profit Org.
U.S. POSTAGE

PAID
Permit No. 171
Fairfield, Conn.

Enrollment 
Now Open 

For School

Now is the time to join our vibrant 
and caring Religious School 
community. It is a fun way for 
children and their families to learn, 
celebrate and worship together. 
At our school, Jewish learning is 
always meaningful, relevant and 
empowering.

Please contact Director of 
Education Ira Wise at 203-336-
1858 or iwise@cbibpt.org with 
questions. Forms are available 
at www.cbibpt.org/RSForms or 
through the Education Center.

There is an early-bird discount for 
all returning students who enroll 
by June 29. (New students receive 
the discount automatically.)

There is still time to leave a lasting im-
pression on the future of B’nai Israel – 
but it is running out fast. Later this sum-
mer, B’nai Israel will begin installing the 
bricks purchased by our congregants to 
beautify the walkways outside our build-
ing.

You still can participate in the “Pave the 
Way” campaign by purchasing an en-
graved brick that will help beautify our 
synagogue and energize our congrega-
tion. The deadline for purchase is mid-
June.

You can use your engraved bricks to com-
memorate life’s simchas, acknowledge a 
special event, celebrate milestones, in-
scribe a family name, or act as a memo-
rable gift. Your engraved brick will be 
proudly displayed in the temple’s new 
front walkway for you to enjoy for years 
to come.

You can choose the bricks that best fit 
your legacy:

•	 4 inches x 8 inches, $118 – Three 
lines, 20 characters per line

•	 8 inches by 8 inches, $180 -- 
Eight lines, 20 characters per line

You also can enhance the experience:

•	 Brick Certificate,  $18.00

•	 Souvenir replica brick with your 
4” x 8” purchase, $36

•	 Souvenir replica brick with your 
8” x 8” purchase, $54

Sponsorship opportunities are also avail-
able. 

Our “Pave the Way” campaign website 
is now live at www.bricksrus.com/order/
conbi. Alternatively, you can download 
the order form and drop it off at the Tem-
ple office with your payment. For more 
information about the campaign, please 
contact Bonnie Appel at bappel@cbibpt.
org.

Last Chance to ‘Pave the Way’

The deadline for purchase 
 is mid-June.


