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May 
Highlights

Shavuot in Many Forms
Join us May 19-20 as we celebrate  the
Festival of Shavuot with a packed 
weekend of activities. There is 
something in which every congregant 
of any age can participate.  Find out 
about the many great activities, on 
Page 15.

Meet the Confirmands
See who we will honor as the 2018 
Confirmation Class, on Page 4, and 
discover the significance of this 
important education moment in 
Reform Judaism, in Ira Wise’s column 
on Page 7.

Not a Minor Question
A perplexing question put forth by a 
member of the Junior Choir gives us 
a chance to explore what it means to 
be Jewish.  Rabbi Schultz looks for 
answers, on Page 6.
 
Fulfilling the Pledge
The B’nai Israel Brotherhood gives 
thanks to the congregants who help 
nourish more than our souls on 
Shabbat mornings by helping support 
the weekly Brotherhood Breakfast.  
See Page 8.
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Celebrate 4 Outstanding Women
Please join us on Thursday, May 
31, at 6:30 p.m. for our Spring Cele-
bration, as we gather as a communi-
ty to honor four exceptional women 
for their longtime commitment to 
B’nai Israel.  We hope you will join 
us for a fun evening as we celebra-
te Barbara Abraham, Janet Jurow, 
Liz Nigrosh and Naomi Schaffer 
for their notable contributions to 
our congregation.  (Learn more in 
Rabbi Prosnit’s column on Page 3.)

If you have not done so already, 
please mail in your RSVP card, 

or contact Lynn in the Temple of-
fice at Lynn@cbibpt.org or (203) 
336-1858, to attend the celebration.  

We also are creating a Tribute Journal 
to celebrate our honorees.  The funds 
raised by this journal are vital to the 
work we do at B’nai Israel.  Your 
contribution is a most fitting way to 
show appreciation to Barbara, Janet, 
Liz and Naomi for their dedicated 
service to our community.  A con-
tribution form can be found on the 
Temple’s website at www.cbibpt.org.

STEPHANIE BALLAS
EMMA BELLA BASS-LAWRENCE
ANDREW DELANGELO
NATHANIEL EPSTEIN
MADISON GASSEL
NOAH GIGLIETTI
SARAH HURLBERT
SOPHIE LIPSET

JENNA LOPES
JAKOB NEWMAN
ALLISON ROLL
EMILY RUBEN
HENRY SZUCHMAN
ALEX WEISMAN
JACKSON WEISMAN
VANESSA WEISS
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Sincere Sympathy
We extend our sympathy to the bereaved 
families of:

Naomi Gill, wife of Alan Gill
Donald Silverberg, father of Jeffrey
Silverberg
Nora Mayerson

Blood Drive on May 9

Please sign up to donate blood as we host our next Red Cross blood drive 
on May 9 at the Temple. 

To learn more about the blood donation process and to verify your 
eligibility, go to the American Red Cross website at https://www.
redcrossblood.org/donating-blood. 

The Big Reveal

You should have gotten back the results of your MyHeritage DNA tests 
by now (for those who chose to join us in this program). On Friday, May 
11, join us for a Shabbat dinner gathering where you’ll be invited to share 
your results (if you so desire) with the congregation. 

The evening will feature a guest speaker, direct from MyHeritage’s Or 
Yehuda headquarters, who will talk about Jewish heritage and the unique 
challenges of tracing our DNA. 

For more details, contact Lynn in the Temple office at lynn@cbibpt.org 
or (203) 336-1858.

Women of B’nai Israel

Spring has (hopefully, finally!) sprung and with it the feeling of rebirth 
and renewal. It’s the perfect time for us to introduce our renewed, 
reinvigorated and reborn Sisterhood and in the spirit of that rebirth, 
we’ve chosen a new name: Introducing Women of B’nai Israel, or WBI, 
our newly-evolved Sisterhood, an intergenerational group of active, 
involved, caring and sharing women.

Longtime co-chairs Jan Jacobs and Twody Schless have done a wonderful 
job overseeing the dispersal of our Sisterhood dues to wonderful causes, 
including funding scholarships, purchasing furniture for our BIFTY 
lounge and underwriting our popular seasonal Sisters’ Schmooze and last 
month’s Game Night. Now seems like the perfect time to help them grow 
the group in membership, engagement and scope.

You can help nurture WBI by sharing your ideas for events, helping 
to plan future activities or by hosting an upcoming Sisters’ Schmooze 
at your home. For more information and to find ways to get involved, 
email WBI@cbibpt.org. 

Annual Meeting on June 14

Make sure your voice is heard! Please join us on Thursday, June 14, 
at 7:30 p.m. in the Social Hall as we review the year at B’nai Israel, 
approve the operating budget, thank outgoing lay leaders, and welcome 
the incoming Board of Trustees.

BULLETIN BOARD

Food For The Soul
Help us welcome Shabbat with a friendly 
nosh. 

Before each Friday night Shabbat service, 
the temple provides a small Oneg in the 
lobby. These small (nut-free) snacks and 
drinks are a great ice-breaker as you meet 
fellow congregants, a perfect quick bite 
if you’re ravenous after a long day, and a 
helpful distraction for toddlers and younger 
children. 

However, they do not appear by magic. 
If you are interested in volunteering to 
bring in treats on a Friday, please contact 
Naomi Schaffer at naomilev@optonline.
net. You can drop them off at any time that’s 
convenient for you.

You will be reimbursed by the Temple for 
the purchases.

Sharing Our Joy
Gloria Katz, in celebration of the birth of 
great-granddaughter, Riley Rose Rothman.
Rabbi Jim Prosnit and Evie Angel, in 
celebration of their each receiving the 
Operation Hope Community Hero Award.
Jeff Warren and Sandi Michaelson, in 
celebration of the marriage of son, Kyle 
Warren, to Anne Blackstock-Bernstein.
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From the Rabbi’s Desk/Rabbi James Prosnit

Heroines

The Biblical text is not known for its 
focus on women.  Most of the narratives 
and legal traditions reflect the patriarchy 
of the times.  How significant then that 
the Exodus story, the core narrative 
we read each Passover, mentions five 
women as  central to the survival of the 
Israelite people.

We meet Shifra and Puah, the midwives 
who in perhaps the first recorded 
instance of civil disobedience, defy the 
order of Pharoah and refuse to cast the 
Israelite baby boys into the Nile.  We 
see the maternal instincts of Jocheved, 
Moses’ mother, as she fashions a vessel 
in which to save her child and we follow 
Miriam, Moses’ sister, as she watches the 
basket flow down river. When retrieved 
by Pharaoh’s daughter, it is Miriam who 
boldly recommends Jocheved as the 
perfect nursemaid.  Even the daughter 
of the Pharaoh is moved by empathy and 
humanity. Recognizing that the crying 
boy discovered in the reeds is a Hebrew 
child, she too defies her father, the King, 
and rescues the boy.
  
Our Women’s Torah Commentary 
reminds us that, “The liberation of the 
people Israel from slavery in Egypt 
begins with the saving acts of women.”
 
I dare say the four women that we will 
honor at the end of this month would 
blanche at the thought of my comparing 
them to the heroines of the Torah. So I 
won’t!  But, I will suggest that since the 
very beginnings of us as a People, it has 
been the actions of women, frequently 
overlooked and neglected, that have 
sustained Jewish community after Jewish 
community.
  
As B’nai Israel enters its 160th year, 
how appropriate and important for us 
to honor four women who represent the 
spirituality, the learning and the caring 
nature of what we  have  long  strived  to 

 , 

be.  In voice and deed Barbara Abraham, 
Janet Jurow, Liz Nigrosh and Naomi 
Schaeffer represent the very best of B’nai 
Israel’s commitment to congregation and 
community.
  
They are our honorees, not because of 
their formal leadership (although at one 
time or another each has done her share 
on the Board or on a congregational 
committee) but because they regularly 
involved themselves in the well-being 
of the synagogue.  They lead through 
example.  They pray.  They study. They 
serve. And they welcome people into 
our midst and care deeply about other 
members of the congregation.  To be 
certain there are any number of B’nai 
Israelites who do similarly – but how 
wonderful to single out four most 
deserving women who are the epitome of 
the heart and soul of sacred community.  

Join us on May 31 to celebrate the contributions made to our congregation by (from left)
Liz Nigrosh, Janet Jurow, Naomi Schaeffer and Barbara Abraham.

“They are honorees, not because 
of their formal leadership, but 
because they regularly involved 
themselves in the well-being of 
the synagogue.”

I hope you’ll join us on May 31 when we 
celebrate and honor these four heroines 
who continue the ancient teachings and 
who prove that the key to our story is the 
human devotion and commitment that 
certain individuals make to the whole.

And Not Yet a Heroine, but a 
Blessing

Let me extend a special word of thanks to 
our Student Intern, Stephanie Crawley.  
On May 6th she will formally become 
Rabbi Crawley at the HUC - JIR ordi-
nation ceremonies at Temple Emanu-EL 
in New York City.  For over two years 
she has inspired us with her creativity 
and insights, enriched our services with 
her musical talents and showed us that 
the Jewish People are in very good hands 
with young leaders like her.  While we 
will certainly miss her around here, how 
wonderful to know that Stephanie will 
soon become Assistant Rabbi at Temple 
Micah in Washington, D.C. I know she 
will make a wonderful mark there and go 
on to touch many lives in a rabbinate of 
sacred service and blessing.
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THE CONFIRMATION CLASS OF 2018

STEPHANIE BALLAS EMMA BELLA BASS-LAWRENCE ANDREW DELANGELO

NATHANIEL EPSTEIN MADISON GASSEL NOAH GIGLIETTI

SARAH HURLBERT SOPHIE LIPSET JENNA LOPES
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THE CONFIRMATION CLASS OF 2018 THE CONFIRMATION CLASS OF 2018

JAKOB NEWMAN ALLISON ROLL EMILY RUBEN

HENRY SZUCHMAN ALEX WEISMAN JACKSON WEISMAN

VANESSA WEISS

                               BIFTY
We are looking forward to our final events of the year. All eighth through 12th-graders are 
invited to attend. Programs are on Thursdays from 7:15 to 8:45 p.m. in the BIFTY Lounge. 

n   May 10 – Everyone is cordially invited to the first BIFTY Prom! 
n  May 17 – Engage in our spring social action event
n  May 24 – Celebrate the best of BIFTY as we partake in teens’ favorite events from the past 
year.
n  June 7 – BIFTY’s annual Mall Hunt at the Trumbull Mall! We will meet in the food court 
at 7:15 p.m. This event is a fan favorite. 

Mark your calendars: The annual BIFTY Camp-themed Beach Service will take place June 8 
at 6:00 p.m. at Lake Mohegan in Fairfield. We invite all families to attend, and we encourage 
all campers and counselors to come in their camp gear. 

Keep in touch with us: Follow us on Instagram at cbi.bifty; like us on Facebook at “BIFTY 
2017-2018” And if you have any questions, contact advisor Marisa Underberger at 
munderberger@cbibpt.org. 
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Bonim Buzz/Alexa Cohen, Early Childhood Director

Learning at a Higher Level: S.T.E.A.M.

SIGN OF THE FUTURE: Future scientists proudly display their program that 
lets them explore Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts and Mathematics.

From the Rabbi’s Study/Rabbi Evan Schultz
Balancing the Major, the Minor, 
and Everything in Between

A few weeks ago, just before the start 
of the festival of Passover, I joined 
with Cantor Blum and the Junior Choir 
to teach them a new melody for our 
Saturday morning Passover service. 
I started to sing the new melody:

Avadim hayinu, hayinu,
Atah b’nei chorin, b’nai chorin!

“Avadim hayinu, once we were slaves,” 
I shared with them. “Atah b’nei chorin, 
but now we are free! This melody is 
joyous and upbeat, we sing it with a 
sense of real gratitude and happiness!”
One student raised his hand and asked, 
“If it’s such a joyous and happy song, 
why was it written in the minor key?”

How I love when a student asks me a 

question that completely stumps me. 
It’s true, I thought, generally songs in 
the major key evoke more of a bright, 
happy, and cheerful melody, while 
songs in a minor key sound more 
melancholy and sad. If this song is so 
joyous, why is it in the key of E minor?

After thinking for a moment, I gave the 
best response I could muster. “Great 
question,” I said to the student. “I guess 
that’s what it means to be Jewish. Even 
when we’re singing about something 
as joyous as being freed from slavery 
in Egypt, to be Jewish is to always 
carry a little bit of sadness as well.”

I think there is some truth to the answer 
I shared with him. Consider the ritual 
when we recite the ten plagues at the 

Seder table. We take a little bit of wine 
out of our cup for each of the plagues. 
We remove a little of the sweetness 
in recognition of those who suffered 
as a result of the exodus from Egypt.

Often in Judaism we carry paradoxical 
ideas or notions and strive to find some 
sense of balance between the two. Think 
about the notions of the holy versus the 
everyday, or balancing tradition with 
modernity. Or even the great debate 
of Streit’s or Manischewitz! In some 
ways, perhaps our music strives to 
find this balance – a song with joyous 
words sung in the minor chords!  This 
is precisely what it means to be Jewish!

There’s another layer to this answer as 
well. Our melodies are also influenced by 

continued on the the next page

The B’nai Israel Bonim Preschool has earned 
a great reputation for innovative and engaging 
curriculum. One way that our teachers support 
children’s learning is through S.T.E.A.M – Science, 
Technology, Engineering, Arts and Mathematics. 

This can be seen throughout our classrooms, with age-
appropriate experiences. From our infant room, where 
children explore light and sound with flashlights and 
musical instruments, to the Pre-K, where children 
have created replicas of human organs, each child is 
challenged to expand her knowledge and understanding.

In the coming year, we would like to create a 
dedicated STEAM Lab, where our students would 
be eager to tackle new challenges. This could 
include woodworking, chemistry, physics, robotics 
and so much more. Sounds amazing? It really is.  

My husband, who holds my same position directing a 
Jewish nursery school in Greenwich, and I are always 
stealing each other’s best ideas. He is expanding his 
school to offer full day and I am building a STEAM 
Lab, as he has done this year. The results have 
been tremendous for the children and the school.

For more information about our plans or to visit the 
STEAM Lab in action, please contact me at any time at 
acohen@cbibpt.org.



7                               Like us on Facebook. Visit the Congregation B’nai Israel page and join us online.

SIGN OF THE FUTURE: Future scientists proudly display their program that 
lets them explore Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts and Mathematics.

RSVP. It stands for répondez s’il 
vous plait, a French phrase meaning 
“Please Respond.” It is a request 
from someone inviting us to join 
them that we confirm our plan to 
participate, to be a part of the gathering. 
Please remember that for a moment.

On Sunday, May 20, at 2:00 p.m. we are 
all invited to participate as a congregation 
in our annual Service of Confirmation. 
This is one of the most thoughtful, 
most meaning-filled and spiritually 
uplifting events in our congregation, 
and far too few of us know that. Each 
year our Kitah Yud (10th Grade) students 
spend a part of each night at Merkaz 
– our Community High School for 
Jewish Studies – in Confirmation class 
with Rabbi Prosnit and me. We craft a 
curriculum each year that is built around 
a combination of God, Torah and Israel 
and the ideas and subjects the students 
say they want to spend more time 
exploring. Sometimes they don’t think 
they learned enough, and other topics 
are so interesting they want to go deeper.

During our year together, we spend a 
long weekend in Washington, D.C., at 
the Religious Action Center (RAC) for 
Reform Judaism’s L’taken Seminar. We 
join with 200 to 400 other Confirmation 
students from around the United States 
to learn about how Jewish values can 
and should impact public policy in our 
country. We explore 15 to 20 issues that 
are before Congress and choose five or six 

about which our students feel strongest. 
They craft speeches that explain their 
position, how the issue impacts them 
personally, as Americans and as Jews, 
and ask our Senators and Congressman 
to support or fight against the relevant 
bill. And then they deliver those 
speeches, either to our representatives 
or their staff members. It is an amazing, 
often life-changing experience.

And then they create the service to 
which you are invited on Sunday, 
May 20, at 2:00 p.m. It is filled with 
music, poetry and thought. They 
will chant Torah and several of them 
will deliver short sermons. It is a 
celebration. Of what, you may ask?

There are many ways to approach this 
question. We educators love the idea 
of multiple intelligences – and there 
is an explanation of Confirmation 
for most of them. I prefer to take 
the Covenantal approach. We are all 
familiar with the idea of the Covenant 
between God and the Jewish people. 

Think about the birth of a child followed 
by Brit Milah or Simchat Bat – both 
ceremonies that enter the child into the 
Jewish Covenant with God. Of course, 
at eight days old, the child is not really 
an informed participant. The parents 
are telling the community that they 
intend for this child to grow up Jewish, 
as a full participant in the Covenant. 

Five or six years later, when that child 
begins Religious School, we welcome 
them with a Consecration ceremony – 
where they recite the Shema and receive 
a tiny Torah. They are not much more 
informed, but we are building the habit 
of connecting to our people and God. 
At 13, our B’nai Mitzvah are much 
more self-aware and they commit to a 
great deal of work to prepare for that 
ceremony, which strengthens their 
connection to the Covenant by declaring 
them adults in the eyes of our people, 
able to take on Mitzvot for themselves.

Confirmation comes three years after Bar 
and Bat Mitzvah. The students are older, 
more mature, deeper into adolescence. 
They are beginning to think about 
what being an adult will be like and 
they are making choices in their lives 
that are starting to have outcomes that 
may change the course of those lives.

Do you recall what I asked you to 
remember at the top of the page? RSVP. 
We ask them at this stage of their lives 
to confirm their plan to participate, 
to be a part of the Jewish people. 
And that is something to celebrate on 
Sunday, May 20, at 2:00 p.m. I hope 
you will join us in welcoming them. 

L’shalom,

Ira J. Wise, D.J.R.E.
Director of Education

From the Education Center/Ira J. Wise

RSVP

the musical cultures around us. Cantor 
Rachel Stock Spilker writes, “There is 
a myth that Jewish music is ‘always in 
a minor key,”’ and often echoes themes 
of pieces like ‘Hava Nagila’ and ‘Kol 
Nidre.’ Because Jews have settled in 
countries around the world throughout 
history and have adopted the sounds, 

tastes and customs of their host countries, 
our music has often taken on the styles 
of the countries we have lived in.” 

Not only does being Jewish mean 
balancing the major with the minor, 
the joyous with the melancholy, but 
incorporating the sounds of the world  
around us as well. I guess in the end, being 

Jewish, and singing Avadim Hayinu in 
the minor key, is about weaving all the 
internal and external factors, moods, 
cultures, ideas, feelings, and emotions 
together and in the end finding some 
sense of complicated balance within it all!

continued on the the next page

SCHULTZ.............................................................From Page 6
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Adult Jewish Learning at Congregation B’nai Israel

Brotherhood 
Thanks You

A number of years ago, it was decided that 
the “passing of the hat” on Shabbat morning 
was not an appropriate way to collect the 
funds required to offset the cost of our weekly 
Brotherhood Breakfast. The solution to the 
problem was simple: Establish the Brotherhood 
Breakfast Pledge program so that our weekly 
attendees could nosh after services without 
exchanging money on Shabbat. The concept 
was a success from the beginning, as pledges 
were made just after Rosh Hashanah to cover 
consumption for the entire year, and those 
feeling a bit more generous could even add to 
their pledge to insure that the year was fully 
funded.

Here we are 10 years later with a strong 
program in place, an important issue resolved 
and a core group of congregants dedicated to a 
common cause.

We would like to thank not only our thoughtful 
Breakfast Pledge sponsors but also the men and 
women who weekly shop for the food and help 
prepare the Brotherhood Breakfast without fail 
51 weeks per year. And let us not forget Week 
52, otherwise known as the famed Brotherhood 
Matzo Brie Breakfast, held each year at Pesach. 
This event features the Brotherhood Pressure 
Cookers, known not only for their prowess 
in the kitchen but for their lively spirit, good 
humor and comradery.

A special thanks goes out to Steve Verbil, our 
tireless 

breakfast coordinator, who makes the schedule 
for the entire year and is in the kitchen weekly 
with gloves on and knife sharpened, preparing 
the food with the team. Steve also takes great 
pride in preserving the legacy of our friend of 
blessed memory, Jim Abraham, who insisted 
upon “bagel integrity” with each sliced bagel.

Thanks to you all.

Breakfast Pledges in 2017/2018
Carol and Nathan Barsky
Judi and David Beier
Charles Berezin and Anat Shiloach
Judy and Michael Blumenthal
Rod Brown
Elaine Clayton
Linda and Barry Diamond
Lisa and James D. Greenberg
Joy and David Herbst
Wendy and Donald Hyman
Roger Jackson
Gloria Katz
Andrea Kern
Nancy Kern
Linda and Gene Koski
Beth Lazar
Francine and Robert Morris
Michael and Annette Hunter Norton
Ellen Hyde Phillips
Rabbi James Prosnit and Wendy Bloch
Rebecca and Richard Rosen
Patti and Sam Rosenberg
Jerry Saunders and Elaine Appellof
Naomi Levenson Schaffer
Caren and Bill Schwartz

Ellen and Bob Sheiman
Barbara Solomon
Esther Spiegel
Holly and Stephen Verbil
Susan and Richard Walden
Keith Weindling
Judy and Robert Witter
Ondy and Howard Zuckerman

The Bagel Gatherers
David Beier
Paul Dengelegi
Barry Diamond
Bruce Feldman
Jim Grutzmacher
Roger Jackson
Geoff Kooris
George Markley
Richard Rosen
Ellen Sheiman
Keith Weindling
Steve Verbil, Coordinator

Adult Roundtable
Thursday, May 3 at 
Noon
Gloria Katz facilitates 

a discussion about current events for 
anyone who wants to go beyond the 
headlines. Join us the first Thursday of 

every month, and bring a sandwich, your 
opinion and an open mind.

Israel at 70 – Years of Triumph and 
Turmoil
Friday, May 4 at Noon 
Join Rabbi Prosnit for the final session of 
this timely look into the accomplishments 
and challenges of the modern Jewish 

State. You do not need to have attended 
previous sessions to join us!

HANDLING THE PRESSURE - The B’nai Israel Pressure Cookers get ready to prepare 
their famed Brotherhood Matzo Brie Breakfast in the Temple kitchen early last month.



9Donation item of the Month:  Household supplies, including (paper goods, soap and dish detergent, for local food pantries.

MAY DONATIONS
(Please note that only contributions of $10.00 or more will be acknowledged with a card and Bulletin listing.)

Continued on the next page

Rabbi Prosnit Discretionary Fund
Bonnie Alterman, in memory of Sidney 
Alterman.
Gilby Campbell, in appreciation of the 
unveiling ceremony for mother, Anne 
Kamens.
Eloise Epstein, in honor of your retirement.
Deborah Goodman and David Abbey, in 
memory of Irving Abbey.
Dan and Terri Green, in memory of Evelyn 
Levy.
Laurel and Hank Greenberg, in loving 
memory of sister and brother-in-law, Dr. 
Murray and Marilyn Weiner; sending love 
and wishes for a speedy recovery to Nancy 
Hersch.
Maxine and Stewart Gross, in memory of 
Elaine Phillip, mother of Suzanne Phillip.
Janice and Bernie Jacobs, in memory of 
Mary Jacobs, Benjamin Jacobs and Sally 
Rosenblum.
Milt Jacoby, in honor of the Bat Mitzvah 
of Marissa Jacoby; in appreciation of Rabbi 
Prosnit.
Marc and Janice Katz, in memory of Rose 
and Arnold Katz.
Dr. and Mrs. James Kauders, in memory 
of Harold Levy, husband of Rochelle Levy, 
father of Marc and Jay Levy.
Sandi Michaelson, in memory of Elaine 
Phillip, mother of Suzanne Phillip; in 
memory of Frances and Jack Michaelson.
Beth, Jordan and Halley Posner, in 
appreciation of Rabbi Prosnit.
Beth and Randy Reich, in memory of 
Lillian Liberman, mother of Lynn Blueweiss 
and Rob Liberman.
Diane and Bill Serlin, in memory of Harold 
Levy, husband of Rochelle Levy, father of 
Marc and Jay Levy.
Weinberger and Horn Families, in memory 
of Shirley Horn.
Marilyn S. Weinstein, in memory of 
Elaine Phillip, mother of Suzanne Phillip, 
in memory of Harold Levy, husband of 
Rochelle Levy, father of Marc and Jay Levy.
Jeff, Lauren, Reid and Everett Winter, 
with deepest gratitude to Rabbi Prosnit.
The Yaffie Family, in loving memory of 
mother, grandmother and great-grandmother, 
Mildred Skydel Seigel.

Rabbi Schultz Discretionary Fund
Kelly and Glen Reznikoff, in memory of 
Josh Twersky, father of Howard Twersky.
Nancy, Jonathan, Geoff and Alex 

Rosenthal, in memory of Josh Twersky, 
father of Howard Twersky; in memory of 
Harold Levy, husband of Rochelle Levy, 
father of Marc and Jay Levy.

Music Fund
Bonnie and Leonard Blum, in memory of 
Naomi Gill.
Milt Jacoby, in honor of the Bat Mitzvah of 
Marissa Jacoby; in appreciation of Cantor 
Blum.
Dr. and Mrs. James Kauders, in honor 
of the Bat Mitzvah of Marissa Jacoby, 
granddaughter of Milt Jacoby.
Debbie and Michael Weisman, in memory 
of Lillian Liberman, mother of Lynn 
Blueweiss and Rob Liberman.
Jeff, Lauren, Reid and Everett Winter, 
with deepest gratitude to Cantor Blum.

Enhancement Fund
Donations made in memory of Harold Levy, 
husband of Rochelle Levy, father of Marc 
and Jay Levy, were made by:

Lori and Ken Berger
Luise Mann Burger
Jim and Lisa Greenberg
Ted and Sue Levy
Joanne, Neil, Carly and Maddy Lippman
Jeff, Jackie, Josh and Rachel Madwed
Shari and Brian Nerreau
Suzanne Phillip and Steven Soberman
Amy and Jeff Pressman 
Ann W. Small
Lori and Dan Underberger
Judy and Bob Zeisler

Audrey and Larry Bernstein, in memory 
of Lillian Liberman, mother of Lynn 
Blueweiss and Rob Liberman.
Luise Mann Burger, in memory of Lillian 
Liberman, mother of Lynn Blueweiss and 
Rob Liberman.
Jim and Lisa Greenberg, in honor of Rabbi 
Prosnit’s Operation Hope Community Hero 
Award; in memory of Miriam Greenberg 
Krieger.
Eric and Ruth Gross, in memory of mother, 
Frances Gross.
Ted and Sue Levy, in memory of Dr. 
Norman Weinstein, husband of Marilyn 
Weinstein, father of Judy Weinstein; in 
memory of Milton Cooper, husband of Lilla 
Cooper.
Carol Mack, in memory of Edwin and 

Sylvia Klein.
Jeff and Jackie Madwed, in memory of 
Elaine Phillip, mother of Suzanne Phillip; 
in memory of Josh Twersky, father of Dr. 
Howard Twersky.
Ruth Madwed, in memory of husband, Jack 
Madwed, and brother-in-law, Albert (Bud) 
Madwed.
Irving and Wilma Mark, in memory of 
mother, Anna Metz Mark.
Shari and Brian Nerreau, in memory of 
Elaine Phillip, mother of Suzanne Phillip.
Richard and Rebecca Rosen, in memory of 
Lillian Liberman, mother of Lynn Blueweiss 
and Rob Liberman.
Julie Rothstein Rosenbaum, in memory of 
June Rothstein.
Lori and Dan Underberger, in memory of 
Elaine Wunder, mother of Matthew Wunder.
Mike Wittman, in memory of mother-in-
law, Harriet Tarlov. 
David Zeldis, in memory of father, George 
Zeldis.

Sylvia Prosnit Adult Education Fund
Paula and Bob Herzlinger, in memory of 
Elaine Phillip, mother of Suzanne Phillip.
Perry Molinoff, in honor of Hebrew classes.

Nursery School Enrichment Fund
Paul and Patricia Buchbinder, in memory 
of Lillian Liberman, mother of Lynn 
Blueweiss and Rob Liberman.
Donald Sherman and Harriet Moriber, 
in memory of Harold Levy, husband of 
Rochelle Levy, father of Marc and Jay Levy. 

Nursery School Scholarship Fund
Harvey and Barbara Gaberman, in 
memory of Harold Levy, husband of 
Rochelle Levy, father of Marc and Jay Levy.
The Peyser Family, in memory of Dr. 
Norman Weinstein, husband of Marilyn 
Weinstein, father of Judy Weinstein.
Ellen Hyde Phillips, in memory of Lillian 
Liberman, mother of Lynn Blueweiss and 
Rob Liberman.
Serena and Arnie Sher, in memory of 
Elaine Phillip, mother of Suzanne Phillip.

Rabbi Martin Library Fund
Dale and Jerry Demner, in memory 
of Irving Jakob Demner, father of Jerry 
Demner; in memory of Ted Slive, uncle of 
Dale Demner; in memory of Anna and David 
Slive, grandparents of Dale Demner.

HANDLING THE PRESSURE - The B’nai Israel Pressure Cookers get ready to prepare 
their famed Brotherhood Matzo Brie Breakfast in the Temple kitchen early last month.
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James Prosnit, D.D. ............................... Rabbi

Evan Schultz .......................................... Rabbi

Arnold I. Sher, D.D. ............... Rabbi Emeritus

Sheri E. Blum, D.M.  ............................ Cantor

Ramon Gilbert, D.M. ............ Cantor Emeritus

Ira J. Wise, D.J.R.E. ............ Temple Educator

Robert H. Gillette, R.J.E .... Educator Emeritus

Alexa Cohen …....... Early Childhood Director

Officers
Michael Blumenthal .............................. President
Shari Nerreau .......................... 1st Vice President
Jill Elbaum .................................... Vice President
Jim Greenberg ............................... Vice President
Larry Levine ................................. Vice President
Jerry Saunders ...................................... Treasurer
Perry Molinoff ....................... Assistant Treasurer
Susan Walden ...................................... Secretary
Joe Varon .............................. Financial Secretary
Samuel J. Rosenberg .... Immediate Past President

Affiliates
Marisa Underberger ................................................... BIFTY Advisor/Youth Engagement Specialist
Max Fink & Jenna Rosenstein  .......................................................................  BIFTY Co-Presidents
Scott L. Smith ............................................................................................................... Bulletin Editor

Congregation B’nai Israel, founded in 1858, seeks to be a vibrant Reform synagogue dedicated to the 
perpetuation of Jewish life and values within the framework of contemporary American Judaism. We 
are a gateway to Judaism for all. The Congregation B’nai Israel Bulletin publishes monthly 11 times 
a year (except July). To submit an article, announcement or ad to the Bulletin, please contact Editor 
Scott Smith at ssmith@cbibpt.org. Submissions are due by the first day of the month preceding the 

publication month. We reserve the right to edit all submissions for length or style.

Slepian Floral Fund
Serena and Arnie Sher, in memory of 
Fran Burger, sister-in-law of Ellen and Sam 
Rost and Alayne and Marty Burger.

Religious School Scholarship Fund
Martin & Alayne Burger, in memory of 
Harold Levy, husband of Rochelle Levy, 
father of Marc and Jay Levy.

Religious School Enrichment Fund
The Lightman Family, in honor of Sherry 
Portnoy receiving the Mitzvah Hero Award.

Rabbi Arnold Sher Social Action Fund
Donations made in memory of Harold 
Levy, husband of Rochelle Levy, father of 
Marc and Jay Levy, were made by:

Jon and Evie Angel
Carson and Robert Berkowitz
Eric and Ruth Gross
Monica and Mike Lightman
Susan Morrison
Kelly and Glen Reznikoff

George and Sheryl Santiago
Serena and Arnie Sher
Wendy’s New York DMA Coop

Donations made in memory of Lillian 
Liberman, mother of Lynn Blueweiss and 
Rob Liberman, were made by:

Laura and Bruce Braverman
Ellen and Larry Dinkes
Monica and Mike Lightman
Serena and Arnie Sher

Donations made in memory of Elaine 
Phillip, mother of Suzanne Phillip, were 
made by:

Laura and Bruce Braverman
Luise Mann Burger
Elaine and Juda Chetrit
Ellen and Larry Dinkes
Andrea Goodman and Jeff Ackerman
Deborah Goodman and David Abbey
Eric and Ruth Gross
Laurie and Daniel Schopick

Anonymous Donor at Homes for the 
Brave, in appreciation of breakfast served 
by the Sunday Morning Mitzvah Group.
Laura and Bruce Braverman, in memory 
of Fran Burger; 
Ellen and Larry Dinkes, in honor of 
Sherry Portnoy receiving the Mitzvah Hero 
Award.
Ilse Levi, in memory of beloved sister, 
Betty May; in memory of Richard Wise, 
father of Ira Wise.
Monica and Mike Lightman, in memory 
of Dr. Norman Weinstein, husband 
of Marilyn Weinstein, father of Judy 
Weinstein.
Serena and Arnie Sher, in memory of 
Fran Burger, beloved wife of Paul Burger. 
Cleo Sonneborn, in fond memory of sister, 
Shirley.
The Underberger Family, in memory of 
Dr. Norman Weinstein, husband of Marilyn 
Weinstein, father of Judy Weinstein.

Vision Loan Reduction Fund
Patti and Samuel Rosenberg, in memory 
of Michael Rosenberg.

Jim Abraham Education Fund for 
Jewish Leadership
Barbara Abraham, in memory of Harold 
Levy, husband of Rochelle Levy, father of 
Marc and Jay Levy.
William and Lorrain Smith, in memory 
of parents, Solomon and Helen Rubak.

Daniel Smith Cemetery Fund
Samuel Miller and Family, in memory of 
Jennie Smith Kot.

Gillette Judaic Enrichment Fund
George and Chris Markley, Mazel tov 
to Marissa Jacoby on an awesome Bat 
Mitzvah.
Jane and Jerry Pressman, in memory of 
Dr. Norman Weinstein, husband of Marilyn 
Weinstein, father of Judy Weinstein.
The Underberger Family, in memory of 
Richard Wise, father of Ira Wise.

Arnold & Doris Tower Fund
The Palange Family, in memory of 
Harold Levy, husband of Rochelle Levy, 
father of Marc and Jay Levy.
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Who said Jewish learning is just for your kids? Join one of our Adult Learning courses – for free. Details on Page 8.
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Do your teenagers think B’nai Israel is just about Religious School? Encourage them to join the fun at BIFTY. Details on Page 5.
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The following members of the medical community join 
together in their support of the B’nai Israel Bulletin:

Dr. Andrea Hagani 

Dr. Robert D. Chessin
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Dr. Alan M. Nelson

Dr. Glenn M. Rich
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Dr. George P. Kelly

Dr. Howard B. Twersky

Dr. Jeffrey Small 

Dr. Edward Portnay

Dr. Michael Connolly

Dr. Kenneth Kingsly

Dr. Mark J. Hotchkiss

Dr. Andrew Levi

Dr. Jared Selter
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Dr. Brian King

Dr. Abraham Fridman 

Dr. Katherine J. Pesce

Dr. Nicholas Blondin
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SHABBAT SERVICE SCHEDULE
(Fridays at 6:00 p.m. where indicated, preceded by an Oneg Shabbat at 5:30 p.m.
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Friday, May 4
    6:00 p.m. Service 
  Torah Portion – 
                         Emor, Lev. 21:1-24:23
  Haftarah – Ezekiel 
                         44:15-31
  
Saturday, May 5
    8:00 a.m.       Service
    9:00 a.m.       Brotherhood Breakfast
    9:30 a.m.       Torah Study
    9:30 a.m.       Young Families Havurah
   11:00 a.m.   Bar Mitzvah of Jack  
Dankenbrink, son of  David and Marla 
Dankenbrink       

Friday, May 11
   6:00 p.m.       Service
    Torah Portion – Behar-Behukotai, 
   Lev. 25:1-26:2
    Haftarah – Jeremiah 16:19-17-14
                     
Saturday, May 12
   8:00 a.m.     Service
   9:00 a.m.        Brotherhood Breakfast
   

      9:30 a.m.     Torah Study
      9:30 a.m.     Young Families Havurah
      11:00 a.m.  Bar Mitzvah of 
                         Ryan   Warner, son 
                         of  Dan and Lori Warner

Friday, May 18
   6:00 p.m. Service – followed by 

dinner and MyHeritage 
Speaker (See P.2)

                          Torah Portion 
                         Bemidbar, 
                         Num. 1:1-4:20
  Haftarah – Hosea 2:1-22

Saturday, May 19
 8:00 a.m. Service
 9:00 a.m. Brotherhood Breakfast
 9:30 a.m. Torah Study
      9:30 a.m.     Young Families Havurah
     11:00 a.m.   B’not Mitzvah of Sara 
Leisawitz, daughter of Michael and 
Farhana Leisawitz, and Nina Weiss, 
daughter of Michael Weiss and Deborah 
Kemp-Weiss

 Shavuot Services:
      4:30 p.m. – Celebration begins at 
      Lake Mohegan
      7:30 p.m. – Program at the Temple 
      (See below)

 Sunday, May 20
      10:00 a.m. Shavuot Festival /
      Yizkor Memorial Service
     
 Friday, May 25
       6:00 p.m.  Service
      Torah Portion – Naso, Num. 
      4:21- 7:89
      Haftarah – Judges 13:2-25

 Saturday, May 26
 8:00 a.m. Service
 9:00 a.m. Brotherhood Breakfast
 9:30 a.m. Torah Study
       11:00 a.m.   Bar Mitzvah of 
      Aaron  Field, son of Steven 
      and Lauren Field

SHABBAT SERVICE SCHEDULE
(Fridays at 6:00 p.m. where indicated, preceded by an Oneg Shabbat at 5:30 p.m.

How Can You Celebrate Shavuot?  Just Name It
B’nai Israel offers you many ways to 
celebrate Shavuot. Pick one or two (or more) 
and join us!

Shavuot has many names: 
   n  The Festival of the Giving of Torah
   n  The Festival of Weeks 
   n  The Festival of Pilgrimage 
          (to Jerusalem) 

No matter the name, we have great ways for 
you and your family to celebrate!
 
Saturday, May 19
Shavuot Family Program to Celebrate 
the Land – Lake Mohegan at 4:30 p.m. 
Shavuot celebrates many things, including 
the land, so this year we will celebrate 
together outside in nature. Join us forvan 
easy 45-minute hike at Lake Mohegan, and 
stay for a group picnic dinner, beginning 
around 5:30 p.m. Bring your own dinner and 
a blanket, and meet near the trail entrance 
in the main parking lot, located at 960 
Morehouse Highway in Fairfield. RSVP to 
Annie Ringelheim at annieringelheim@
gmail.com (it’s encouraged, though not 

required). In case of rain, we will move our 
picnic to the synagogue. 
Erev Shavuot Service 
–B’nai Israel at 7:00 p.m. 
We will gather for a more adult worship 
experience as we celebrate receiving the 
Torah.Tikkun Leil Shavuot Film: The 
Women’s Balcony – B’nai Israel at 7:45 p.m. 
Join us for a thought-provoking film, 
followed by cheesecake. There is no charge. 
See details on Page 16.

Sunday, May 20
Yom Torah in the Religious 
School – B’nai Israel at 9:30 a.m. 
This is a festival AND the final Sunday 
of Religious School for our students and 
teachers (we still have a few weekdays to 
learn). Our morning will be a celebration of 
learning and the giving of Torah, with lots 
of interactive activities and maybe a few 
surprises.
Yizkor Service – B’nai Israel at 10:00 a.m. 
It is our tradition to come together in worship 
for all of our holy days, and during the 
festivals, we use one of those services for 
Yizkor (memorial) prayers. Whether you are 

remembering a loved one who died in the 
past year or someone whose memory makes 
you want to be with your community, join 
us. 
Religious School Family 
Picnic – B’nai Israel at Noon 
Gan-Kitah Vav (K-6th grade) families 
are invited to come together for lunch in 
the courtyard. The Brotherhood pressure 
cookers will serve up their usual menu of 
grilled deliciousness! (If it rains, we will not 
be gathering.)
Confirmation 5778 – 
B’nai Israel at 2:00 p.m. 
We have 16 amazing teens who have spent 
the year learning together with Rabbi 
Prosnit and Ira Wise. They traveled to 
our nation’s capital to learn about how 
Jewish values can impact public policy 
and lobbied Congress on issues about 
which they felt strongly. They have created 
a beautiful and thoughtful service to 
share with us. Each year Confirmation is 
one of the most moving and meaningful 
gatherings of our community. Join us! 
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Join us on Shavuot for the award-winning Israeli film
“The Women’s Balcony”

Join us after Shavuot services on Saturday, May 19, at 7:45 
p.m. for the Tikkun Leil Shavuot Film: “The Women’s 
Balcony.” There is no charge and cheesecake will be served! 

According to Sephardic tradition, the giving of Torah went 
on for a long time and the Israelites fell asleep at Mt. Sinai. 
Ever since, some communities have conducted an all-nighter, 
studying and discussing Torah and the Book of Ruth, which 
is read on this festival. We are not going to stay up all night, 
but we are going to watch and discuss a movie that has been 
exciting audiences at Jewish Film Festivals all year long! 
 
“The Women’s Balcony” tells the story of an accident 
during a bar mitzvah celebration. It leads to a gender rift 
in a devout Orthodox community in Jerusalem, in this 
rousing, good-hearted tale about women speaking truth to 
patriarchal power. 

When the women’s balcony in an Orthodox synagogue col-
lapses, leaving the rabbi’s wife in a coma and the rabbi in 
shock, the congregation falls into crisis. Charismatic young 
Rabbi David appears to be a savior after the accident, but 
slowly starts pushing his fundamentalist ways and tries to 
take control. This tests the women’s friendships and creates 
an almost Lysistrata-type rift between the community’s 
women and men.

“The Women’s Balcony” was nominated for five Israeli 
Academy Awards and was one of the top Israeli films of 
2016.

You can view a trailer at bit.ly/CBI_TikkunFilm. 
Find out more about our full weekend of Shavuot 
activities on Page 15.


